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Brett WALKER/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


The USS Gerald R. Ford is maneuvered by tugboats in the James River during the Ford’s turn ship evolution earlier this month. 

Faulty nuclear propulsion and elevators keep Ford from fleet 


Family to 
accept Medal 
of Honor in 
ceremony 


By Corey Dickstein 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — It was not 
immediately clear to former 
Army Sgt. Sand Aijo what his 
squad leader was doing as he 
watched Staff Sgt. Travis Atkins 
body slam a young man onto a 
dusty road in rural Iraq on a hot 
day in June 2007. 

From the turret of his Humvee, 
Aijo watched i 



Atkins 

down man and that of Aijo and 
two other American soldiers. 
Then came the explosion. 

“He saved my life and the life 
of several others,” Aijo said Tues¬ 
day at the Pentagon, recalling At¬ 
kins’ act nearly 12 years ago. “I 
would not be here today without 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 


Repairing the USS Gerald R. 
Ford’s nuclear propulsion sys¬ 
tems and weapons elevators is 
taking longer than expected, 
causing a three-month delay in 
delivering an aircraft carrier that 
has continually run over budget 
and schedule since its construc¬ 
tion began a decade ago. 

The lead ship of its class, the 
Ford won’t join the fleet until Oc¬ 
tober so crews can finish repairs 
and other work. Navy officials 
told a House Armed Services 
subcommittee on Tuesday. 

“Obviously we would have 
liked to have gotten out in July,” 
said James Geurts, assistant sec¬ 
retary of the Navy for Research, 
Development and Acquisition. 
“I’m never happy delivering a 


Sean ELUOTT/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

Machinist’s Mate 2nd Class Shameka Judene operates Advanced 
Weapons Elevator upper stage No. 3, which was accepted on Feb. 
14, marking the second elevator accepted by the Ford. 



ship back to the fleet late.” 

Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Va., 
ranking member of the Seapower 
and Projection Forces Subcom¬ 
mittee, asked Geurts if he was 
confident the Navy will deliver 
the Ford in October. 

“With the information I have 
right now, sir, that’s where we’re 
sitting,” Geurts said. 

The Ford is the first of a new 
generation of aircraft carriers 
that will replace the Nimitz-class 
carriers. While it boasts the new¬ 
est technology, its $13 billion cost 
is more than double that of the 
last Nimitz carriers built, mak¬ 
ing it the Navy’s most expensive 
warship. 

Problems with the nuclear pro¬ 
pulsion systems were detected 
during sea trials, which are part 
of a 12-month “post-shakedown 

SEE FORD ON PAGE 2 


him.” 

Atkins was to be awarded the 
Medal of Honor on Wednesday 
afternoon for trading his life for 
that of his fellow soldiers on June 
1, 2007, on the dangerous Route 
Caprice near the village of Abu 
Samak. His son, Trevor Oliver, 22 
years old, will accept the nation’s 
highest military honor on behalf 
of his fallen father from President 
Donald Trump in a White House 
ceremony. 

“It’s the biggest honor I could 
possibly think of,” Oliver told 
Stars and Stripes one day before 
the ceremony. 

SEE CEREMONY ON PAGE 7 


Go to stripes.com for 
the latest on the Medal 
of Honor ceremony 
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Berger nominated to be Marine commandant 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump has nominated 
Lt. Gen. David Berger to be the 
next commandant of the Marine 
Corps, the Pentagon announced 
Wednesday. 

His nomination was submitted 
Tuesday, according to a Senate 
notice, and it requests that he be 
promoted to the rank of general. 
If his nomination is approved, 
Berger will be the 38th comman¬ 
dant of the Marine Corps. 

Berger has been the command¬ 




ing general 
of Marine 
Corps Com¬ 
bat Devel¬ 
opment 
Command 
and the Dep¬ 
uty Com¬ 
mandant 
for Combat 
Develop¬ 
ment and 
Integration 

since August. Prior to his current 
assignment, Berger commanded 
I Marine Expeditionary Force 


Beti;er 


and U.S. Marine Corps Forces, 
Pacific. 

Gen. Robert Neller, the Marine 
Corps commandant since 2015, 
is set to retire this summer after 
serving for 44 years. 

Berger, 59, was commissioned 
in 1981 as an infantry officer 
after graduating from Tulane 
University in New Orleans with 
a bachelor’s degree in engineer¬ 
ing, according to his Marine 
Corps biography. He was a bat¬ 
talion operations officer with 2nd 
Reconnaissance Battalion dur¬ 
ing Operation Desert Storm and 


later was an instructor at Marine 
Aviation Weapons and Tactics 
Squadron One in Yuma, Ariz. 
and at III Marine Expeditionary 
Force Special Operations Train¬ 
ing Group in Okinawa, Japan. 

He has deployed in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom as the 
commander of Regimental Com¬ 
bat Team 8 in Fallujah, Iraq. In 
2012, he deployed to Afghanistan 
as the commanding general of 1st 
Marine Division during Opera¬ 
tion Enduring Freedom. 

Berger has a master’s degree in 
international public policy from 


Johns Hopkins University School 
of Advanced International Studies 
in Washington as well as a Master 
of Science in military studies, ac¬ 
cording to his biography. 

He is also a graduate of the Ar¬ 
my’s Ranger School, Jumpmaster 
School, the Navy Dive School and 
the Marine Corps Amphibious 
Reconnaissance School. 

His awards include the Defense 
Superior Service Medal, the Le¬ 
gion of Merit Medal and the Com¬ 
bat Action Ribbon. 

kenney.Caitlin@stripes.com 


Abrams: N. Korea ‘inconsistent’ on disarmament 


By Robert Burns 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — North Korea’s 
work on nuclear weapons and mis¬ 
siles is “inconsistent” with its stated 
intent to move toward nuclear disar¬ 
mament on the Korean Peninsula, 
the commander of American and 
allied forces in South Korea said 
Wednesday. 

Army Gen. Robert Abrams, in 
testimony before the House Armed 
Services Committee, also said he has 
seen “little to no change” in North 
Korea’s broader military capabili¬ 
ties, citing its typical pace of winter 
troop exercises. 

Asked by Rep. Mac Thomberry 
of Texas, the panel’s ranking Re¬ 
publican, where there has been any 
recent change in the North’s produc¬ 
tion of nuclear weapons and material 
and missiles, Abrams said, “Their 
activity that we’ve observed is incon¬ 
sistent with denuclearization.” 

Abrams offered to provide details 


We’re disappointed 
that they haven’t come 
to the table in a seri¬ 
ous manner, f 

Randall Shriver 

Pentagon Asia policy official 


of that activity in a closed session. 

At a meeting in Singapore last 
June, President Donald Trump and 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
issued a joint statement that said 
the North “commits to work toward 
complete denuclearization of the Ko¬ 
rean Peninsula.” 

Since then, it has become clear 
that Washington and Pyongyang 
do not agree on the definition of 
“denuclearization.” 

At their follow-up summit in Hanoi 
last month, the two leaders failed to 


agree on a way ahead. 

North Korean officials said after¬ 
ward that Kim would decide soon 
whether to continue talks with the 
United States on his nuclear pro¬ 
gram and whether to continue his 
self-imposed moratorium on testing 
nuclear devices and launching bal¬ 
listic missiles. 

At Wednesday’s hearing, Randall 
Shriver, the Pentagon’s top Asia poli¬ 
cy official, echoed Abrams’ remarks 
about a lack of movement toward 
North Korean denuclearization. 

“On our core area of interest and 
concern — the issue of denucleariza¬ 
tion —we have not seen any progress 
to speak of,” Shriver said. 

He added, “We’re disappointed 
that they haven’t come to the table in 
a serious manner.” 

Abrams said he is encouraged by 
what he called a significant reduc¬ 
tion in tensions on the Korean Pen¬ 
insula over the past year. 


Ford: Elevator troubles 
on ship go back years 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

availability” to uncover any 
glitches during operations 
before the ship joins the 
fleet. 

Geurts didn’t specify dur¬ 
ing the hearing what the 
nuclear propulsion problems 
were. USNI News reported 
Tuesday that the steam- 
driven turbine generators 
weren’t working properly, 
according to sources famil¬ 
iar with the repairs. 

Troubles with the 11 weap¬ 
ons elevators — which are 
needed to swiftly load ord¬ 
nance on planes and launch 
sorties — go back years. 

The Navy commissioned 
the ship in July 2017 without 
any working elevators. 


Navy leaders say all 11 el¬ 
evators will be installed by 
October. 

The Ford’s electromag¬ 
netic catapult system for 
launching aircraft still has 
bugs to work out. 

The system is designed 
to replace the steam-driven 
catapults to increase effi¬ 
ciency and reduce wear on 
the planes. 

But 10 critical failures 
occurred during 747 at- 
sea launches, along with 10 
landing failures during 763 
attempts, according to Pen¬ 
tagon testing data reported 
by Bloomberg. 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 

Twitter:@wylandstripes 
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Soldiers listen Friday as John Sim, right, director of the new Army Wellness Center at Camp Humphreys, 
South Korea, explains how to use the BOD POD to measure body fat and muscle composition. 


New Army Wellness Center at 
Humphreys a first in S. Korea 


By Kim Gamel 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea — The first 
Army Wellness Center in South Korea has opened at 
Camp Humphreys, with state-of-the-art equipment 
to provide a more well-rounded approach to men¬ 
tal and physical fitness for soldiers and their loved 
ones. 

The facility, one of 35 Army Wellness Centers 
around the globe, opened this month as the military 
grapples with rising concerns about stress and obe¬ 
sity among the troops. 

It provides services including physical fitness and 
health assessments; coaching on nutrition, general 
wellness and stress management; and tobacco pre¬ 
vention programs. 

“Army life can be really stressful, and oftentimes 
can be unpredictable. These factors can have a di¬ 
rect impact on a soldier and their family’s lifestyle 
and associated health,” Col. Derek Cooper, com¬ 
mander of the 65th Medical Brigade, said Friday at 
a ribbon-cutting for the facility. 

“Therefore, this Army Wellness Center has mul¬ 
tiple integrated approaches to reduce the toll and to 
build resiliency by showing people how to take pre¬ 
ventative approaches to health issues,” he said. 

The wellness center boasts high-tech equipment, 
including a spacelike BOD POD that measures body 
fat and muscle while people sit inside. There’s also a 
stress management room with a massage chair and 
bio feedback software to help measure and control 
breathing and heart rates. 

It’s on the first floor of building 578 in the old sec¬ 
tion of Camp Humphreys, a sprawling base in the 
rural area of Pyeongtaek. The base population has 
expanded three-fold to more than 30,000 in recent 
years. It was expanded as part of a long-delayed 
relocation plan to move most U.S. military forces 
south of Seoul. 

Services at the wellness center are available to 
soldiers, family members and other Department of 
Defense ID card holders free of charge but by ap¬ 
pointment only. There are only three permanent 
employees. 

Capt. Ariel Castro, 34, who is based at Humphreys 
with Special Operations Command, Korea, said he’s 
excited about the holistic approach offered by the 
wellness center, which complements the usual rou¬ 
tine of gym workouts and rigorous physical training 
regimes. 

“You have another place to train and to learn 
about nutrition,” he said, adding he wished it was 
closer to the newer, more populated section of the 



Soldiers and civilians gather for the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for the Army Wellness Center at Camp 
Humphreys on Friday. 


base. “But I think it’s definitely a good resource to 
have on the peninsula.” 

The center’s director, John Sim, said the staff 
also will provide accountability by encouraging fol¬ 
low-up appointments and one-on-one guidance for 
clients. He said the wellness center has had more 
than 200 visitors since becoming fully operational 
on March 1. 

“That is something that you can’t even really get 
in the civilian world that easily. Definitely not for 
free,” he said Friday. 

Some 28,500 U.S. servicemembers are stationed 
in South Korea, which remains technically at war 
with the North after their 1950-53 conflict ended in 
an armistice instead of a peace treaty. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter; @kimgamel 


Camp Humphrey’s Army Wellness Center 

Location: Camp Humphreys, Building 578, first 
floor. 

Hours: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through 
Thursday; 8 a.m. to noon, Friday. Closed on federal 
holidays; by appointment only. 

Classes: Meals in Minutes, Upping Your Metabo¬ 
lism, Healthy Sleep Habits, Fueling for Health, Stress 
Management 

Information: www.facebook.eom/CampHum- 
phreysAWC/; DSN 315-737-5758; commercial 
05033-37-5758 


Shanahan: New 
review of Niger 
attack underway 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Acting De¬ 
fense Secretary Pat Shanahan 
told House lawmakers Tuesday 
that a new review into the deadly 
October 2017 ambush in Niger 
that left four American soldiers 
dead is underway. 

Shanahan said he learned in 
January after taking over as act¬ 
ing Pentagon chief that a review 
of the initial investigation was al¬ 
ready in place, ordered by former 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis. 

Shanahan’s new probe should 
reach conclusions on reprimands 
and awards related to the ambush 
“soon,” he told Rep. Ruben Gal- 
lego, D-Ariz., during questioning. 

“When I came into this role, 
the recommendation was brought 
to me that Secretary Mattis, he 
had convened a review ... I did 
not find that sufficient,” he said 
during a House Armed Services 
Committee hearing. “So, I con¬ 
vened my own review so I can en¬ 
sure from top to bottom as to the 
appropriate accountability. 

“I don’t know when that will be 
complete, but I have to assume 
that much of the work that’s been 
done to date can be used.” 

The four soldiers killed in the 
ambush were Sgt. 1st Class Jer¬ 
emiah W. Johnson, Staff Sgt. 


Bryan C. Black, Staff Sgt. Dustin 
M. Wright and Sgt. La David 
Johnson. 

Gallego, a Marine veteran, 
said concerns remain that blame 
could be placed on junior officers 
alone for the ambush when others 
could be involved in the mistakes 
that led to the deadly attack. 

“It seems to me that if we’re 
going to place blame on junior of¬ 
ficers then we’re letting colonels 
and general officers off the hook 
for this debacle,” he said. “I hope 
that’s going to be part of this.” 

Shanahan reiterated that 
wasn’t the case, and he said that’s 
why he’s directed a new review. 
However, he couldn’t elaborate on 
what “soon” might mean. 

Gallego also said last year’s Na¬ 
tional Defense Authorization Act 
required a report of recommen¬ 
dations related to the ambush and 
Congress has yet to receive it. He 
warned the House panel might 
need to issue a subpoena to de¬ 
mand it. 

“We consistently have this 
problem,” he said. “If this con¬ 
tinues to be the case ... I will be 
pushing for (subpoenas). 

“These families, the American 
public deserve to know exactly 
what happened.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Harrigian nominated to lead 
air forces in Europe, Africa 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — The next boss of U.S. air¬ 
men in Europe shouldn’t have a 
very steep learning curve on the 
job. 

Lt. Gen. Jeffrey L. Harrigian, 
deputy commander of U.S. Air 
Forces in Europe-Air Forces Af¬ 
rica since last fall, has been nom¬ 
inated for a fourth star and to lead 
the command. 

Acting Secretary of Defense 
Patrick Shanahan announced late 
Tuesday that President Donald 
Trump had picked Harrigian for 
the position. 

If confirmed by the Senate, 
Harrigian would succeed Gen. 
Tod D. Wolters. 

Wolters earlier this month was 
nominated to be the next NATO 
Supreme Allied Commander and 
commander of U.S. European 
Command, replacing U.S. Army 
Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti. 

Like Wolters, Harrigian is a 
fighter pilot and U.S. Air Force 
Academy alumnus. 


Harrigian 
has more 
than 4,000 
hours fly¬ 
ing the F-22, 
F-15C and 
MQ-1 Pred¬ 
ator. He’s 
flown com¬ 
bat missions 
in support 
of operations 
Just Cause 
— the U.S. invasion of Panama in 
1989 — Desert Storm and Inher¬ 
ent Resolve. Prior to coming to 
Europe, Harrigian led Air Forces 
Central Command and the com¬ 
bined forces air component of 
U.S. Central Command for two 
years. 

As USAFE-AFAFRICA com¬ 
mander, Harrigian will be re¬ 
sponsible for providing airpower 
to U.S. European and U.S. Africa 
commands — an area that in¬ 
cludes 104 countries in Europe, 
Africa, Asia and the Middle East. 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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House to vote on resolution blasting 
DOD’s policy on transgender troops 


MILITARY _ 

Air Force says $4.9B 
needed to fix bases 
damaged by weather 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Air 
Force said on Wednesday that it 
needs $4.9 billion in extra fund¬ 
ing over the next three years to 
rebuild and repair two key bases 
heavily damaged by natural 
disasters. 

“We desperately need the sup¬ 
plemental funding,” Air Force 
Secretary Heather Wilson said, 
citing hurricane damage to Tyn¬ 
dall Air Force Base in Florida 
last fall and flood damage at Of- 
futt Air Force Base in Nebraska 
this month. 

The call for emergency fund¬ 
ing comes amid debate between 
the Trump administration and 
Congress over the White House’s 
proposal to repurpose billions of 
dollars in military construction 
money to help extend a wall at the 
U.S.-Mexico border. 

The money sought by the Air 
Force — $1.2 billion this year 
and $3.7 billion in the 2020 and 
2021 budget years — would have 


to be approved by Congress. Wil¬ 
son said that if Congress does not 
take action by May or June the 
Air Force will have to put off doz¬ 
ens of construction and other im¬ 
provement projects and perhaps 
take other cost-saving measures. 

Tyndall, which is a fighter base, 
took a direct hit from Hurricane 
Michael last October. Offutt, 
home to U.S. Strategic Command 
headquarters, which oversees the 
nation’s nuclear forces, was dam¬ 
aged by Missouri River flooding. 

The Marine Corps says it 
sustained about $3.5 billion in 
damage at Camp Lejeune and 
surrounding facilities in North 
Carolina from Hurricanes Mi¬ 
chael and Florence. Gen. Rob¬ 
ert Neller, commandant of the 
Marine Corps, wrote in a recent 
memo that a number of unex¬ 
pected costs, including hurricane 
damage and unplanned deploy¬ 
ments to the U.S.-Mexico border, 
are forcing the Marine Corps to 
cancel training exercises. 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The House 
is poised to vote on a resolution 
this week that rebukes a contro¬ 
versial Trump administration 
ban of transgender personnel in 
the military ahead of the plan’s 
potential implementation next 
month. 

The House on Wednesday ap¬ 
proved debate of the resolution 
on the House floor and could see 
passage of the measure by Thurs¬ 
day in the Democrat-controlled 
chamber. 

Rep. Norma Torres, D-Calif, a 
mother of an Air Force veteran, 
said the transgender ban “hits 
close to home.” 

“Our nation has broken a prom¬ 
ise to their children. This doesn’t 
make us safer,” Torres said from 
the House floor of the transgender 
ban. “We should welcome every 
qualified person who is willing to 
stand up to the plate and enlist in 
our armed forces.” 

The resolution is authored by 
Rep. Joe Kennedy III, D-Mass., 
and has 214 mostly Democratic 
co-sponsors. That support will 
likely ensure its passage in the 
lower chamber this week. 

The resolution expresses op¬ 


position to banning service in the 
armed forces by openly transgen¬ 
der individuals. It states the ser¬ 
vice of transgender individuals 
has had “minimal” impact on the 
military since it was permitted 
in 2016. The resolution estimates 
thousands of transgender person¬ 
nel now serve in the military and 
disputes the Defense Department 
contention that there is scientific 
uncertainty regarding the effi¬ 
cacy of related care. 

Rep. Lori Trahan, D-Mass., 
said the military’s care of trans¬ 
gender personnel in 2017 cost 
$2.2 million, one-tenth of 1 per¬ 
cent of Defense Department’s 
annual health care budget for 
active-duty servicemembers. 
However, the cost to train a single 
fifth-generation fighter pilot is 
$11 million, she said. 

“Consider how short-sighted 
this ban is,” Trahan said from the 
House floor. “So the retraining 
cost of losing just one transgen¬ 
der military pilot would be five 
times more than the entire transi¬ 
tion-related care for the military 
for a year.” 

The debate comes on the heels 
of a Tuesday move by the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia to drop a final, 
remaining injunction stopping 


implementation of the ban. Some 
experts said they expected the 
decision to allow the Defense 
Department to proceed with its 
plans to implement the ban as 
early as next month. 

In January, the U.S. Supreme 
Court issued a 5-4 ruling in favor 
of the ban, allowing the measure 
to stay in place pending several 
lawsuits fighting the move. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia previous¬ 
ly said a lower court judge erred 
in blocking the policy, also known 
as the “Mattis Plan,” which was 
named for former Defense Sec¬ 
retary Jim Mattis who drafted its 
specifics. The policy originated 
from a proposal in 2017 by Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump. 

Initially, the Pentagon policy 
called for the reversal of the pol¬ 
icy by former President Barack 
Obama’s administration to lift 
the ban on transgender men and 
women serving in the military, 
but allows people serving now to 
remain in the service. The new 
policy disqualifies from service 
all transgender people who re¬ 
quire or have already undergone 
gender transition, and bans peo¬ 
ple with current or recent gender 
dysphoria diagnosis other than in 
rare circumstances. 
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USAF general tapped to lead Space Command 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

President Donald Trump has 
nominated Air Force Gen. Jay 
Raymond to lead the new U.S. 
Space Command, the Defense 
Department announced Tuesday. 

Raymond leads the Air Force’s 
Space Command, based at Peter¬ 
son Air Force Base in Colorado, 
and is the 
Pentagon’s 
top official 
with a focus 
only on 
space. He 
will continue 
to lead Air 
Force Space 
Command 
while taking 
Raymond on this new 
role. 

The Senate must first confirm 
his nomination. 

In December, Trump directed 
the Pentagon leadership to create 
U.S. Space Command, which will 
be a unified combatant command 
that operates similar to other uni¬ 
fied commands, such as U.S. Spe¬ 
cial Operations Command or US. 
Central Command. 

There are 10 unified combatant 
commands, which include forces 
from multiple branches of the 
military to perform ongoing mis¬ 


sions. The new Space Command 
will be the 11th. 

The U.S. Space Command is a 
step forward in national security 
efforts in the space domain, but 
different than the president’s call 
to build a new military branch 
called Space Force. It will focus 
on conducting all joint space war¬ 
fighting operations and ensure 
the combat readiness of global 
forces. 

Space Force will eventually 
consolidate existing military and 
civilian personnel involved in 
military space activities under its 
own operations. It will be simi¬ 
lar to how the Army and Central 
Command interact. 

As the command overseeing 
warfighting in the Middle East, 
Central Command utilizes troops 
from the Army to conduct opera¬ 
tions. U.S. Space Command will 
utilize forces from Air Force 
Space Command in a similar 
fashion. 

Once Space Force is function¬ 
ing, the Air Force Space Com¬ 
mand would be absorbed into it 
and U.S. Space Command would 
then pull forces as needed from 
Space Force to conduct missions. 

The Pentagon is expected to 
stand up U.S. Space Command 
this year. Air Force magazine re¬ 
ported. Currently, these functions 
take place as a component within 


U.S. Strategic Command, where 
Raymond oversees them. 

His nomination is taking much 
of what he already does and mov¬ 
ing it into its own combatant 
command. 

About 620 military and civilian 
staffers will operate U.S. Space 
Command, including about 590 
workers who are expected to 
transfer from the National Space 
Defense Center, Joint Force 
Space Component Command, 
Joint Navigation Warfare Cen¬ 
ter, and other groups, according 
to the DOD comptroller’s budget 
overview. Air Force magazine re¬ 
ported. Once it’s running, those 
organizations will report to the 
new command instead of U.S. 
Strategic Command. 

In his current role, Raymond 
leads about 30,000 personnel 
across the globe to organize, train, 
equip and maintain mission-ready 
space forces and capabilities for 
North American Aerospace De¬ 
fense Command, U.S. Strategic 
Command and other combatant 
commands around the world, ac¬ 
cording to his official Air Force 
biography. 

He commissioned through 
Clemson University’s ROTC 
program in 1984 and has moved 
through a series of space-related 
leadership roles. He has com¬ 
manded the 5th Space Surveil¬ 


lance Squadron with the Royal 
Air Force Feltwell, England; the 
30th Operations Group at Van- 
denberg Air Force Base, Calif; 
the 21st Space Wing at Peterson, 
and the 14th Air Force, part of 
Strategic Command’s Joint Func¬ 
tional Component Command for 
Space. 

Raymond deployed to South¬ 
west Asia as director of Space 
Forces in support of operations 
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi 
Freedom. 

The president’s vision for a 
Space Force continues to be a 
policy goal of the Trump admin¬ 
istration, though it will require 
legislation. It is unclear how much 
support lawmakers have for the 
proposal that Trump has touted 
since last summer when he called 
for a “separate but equal” mili¬ 
tary branch focused on space. 

The arrangement outlined 
in Trump’s directive would be 
similar to the Marine Corps’ re¬ 
lationship to the Navy, meaning 
the service would have its own 
top general — the Space Force 
chief of staff — who would sit on 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, while the 
service would fall under the port¬ 
folio of the Air Force secretary. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Corey 
Dickstein contributed to this report. 
thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


Marine shot, 
killed on duty 
at Calif, base 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — The Navy is in¬ 
vestigating after a Marine from 
Colorado was found shot to death 
while on guard duty at Southern 
California’s Camp Pendleton, ac¬ 
cording to a report Tuesday. 

Lance Cpl. Riley Schultz was 
discovered dead around 4 a.m. 
March 15 with a gunshot wound 
to the head, the Orange County 
Register reported. 

His mother. Misty Schultz- 
McCoy, said she begged one of 
the Marines who broke the news 
to “‘unofficially’ tell us what they 
thought” led up to the shooting. 

“She said they thought it was 
suicide. The next day they acted 
differently and said there would 
be an official memorial because 
they did not believe he commit¬ 
ted suicide,” Schultz-McCoy told 
the newspaper from her home in 
Longmont, Colo. 

Officials from the 1st Marine 
Expeditionary Force would not 
discuss details of the death or the 
investigation. 

Schultz’s body will be flown to 
Colorado for services scheduled 
for April 6. A memorial service 
is planned for April 3 at Camp 
Pendleton. 
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Raptors show off 
combat power at 
Polar Force drills 


Stars and Stripes 

Twenty-four F-22 Raptor 
stealth fighters, a C-17 Globe- 
master III transport and an E-3 
Sentry early warning aircraft 
“elephant walked” the flight line 
Tuesday at Joint Base Elmendorf- 
Richardson, Alaska, in a display 
of combat power. 

The maneuver calls for aircraft 
to taxi en masse for a fast group 
takeoff 

Photographs of the close-for¬ 


mation taxi were posted on Face- 
book by Air Force officials who 
said the display was part of Polar 
Force, a two-week exercise giv¬ 
ing squadrons a chance to dem¬ 
onstrate their ability to forward 
deploy and deliver overwhelming 
combat airpower. 

The F-22s are part of the 3rd 
Wing and 477th Fighter Group, 
both affiliated with Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson. 
news@stripes.com 




Photos by Justin CoNNAHEP/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Above and top left: F-22 Raptors participate in an “elephant walk” with an E-3 Sentry and a C-17 
Globemaster III at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, on Wednesday. Bottom left: An F-22 
Raptor takes off after the walk. 


VA secretary denies reports he pushed to be Pentagon chief 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs Secre¬ 
tary Robert Wilkie pushed back 
Tuesday against reports that he 
launched an internal campaign 
to become the next secretary of 
defense. 

“I’m very happy at VA,” Wilkie 
said. “I’m not planning on leaving 
anytime soon.” 

His comments were directed to 
reporters following his testimony 
Tuesday morning to the Senate 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 

Earlier this month. The Wash¬ 


ington Post reported Wilkie had 
lobbied to the White House to be 
President Donald Trump’s next 
Pentagon chief, following former 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis’ 
resignation in December. 

Wilkie grew up at Fort Bragg, 
N.C., as the son of an Army artil¬ 
lery commander. 

He served as an officer in the 
Navy and Air Force before work¬ 
ing as a senior leader at the Pen¬ 
tagon under former secretaries of 
defense Robert Gates and Donald 
Rumsfeld. 

Wilkie also worked on Capitol 
Hill, including as a senior adviser 
to Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C. He 


most recently worked as Mattis’ 
undersecretary of defense for 
personnel and readiness. 

He was confirmed as VA secre¬ 
tary in July and is responsible for 
shepherding the agency through 
what he’s described as the “most 
transformational period” in the 
department’s history. 

“I’m seeking to make sure that 
I’m as good a VA secretary as 
possible,” Wilkie said Tuesday. 

Trump has yet to appoint a per¬ 
manent replacement for Mattis. 
Patrick Shanahan, Mattis’ deputy 
and a former Boeing executive, is 
serving in the role as acting de¬ 
fense secretary. 


In addition to denying the re¬ 
ports that he pushed to be Penta¬ 
gon chief, Wilkie denied Tuesday 
that he has plans to run for an 
elected office. 

Wilkie was adamant when 
asked whether he had at one point 
contemplated a campaign to rep¬ 
resent North Carolina’s 9th con¬ 
gressional district. 

The results of November’s 
midterm elections in that district 
were tossed out following an in¬ 
vestigation into election fraud, 
and new general and primary 
elections were scheduled for 
May and September. Republican 
Mark Harris, who nearly won the 


seat before the results were dis¬ 
missed, announced he would not 
run again. 

The deadline for candidates to 
file for the primaries was March 
15. 

“No, no, no, no,” Wilkie said 
when asked whether he had 
thought about running for the 
open seat. “I’m very happy. It’s an 
honor for me to be where I am. I 
haven’t thought about running for 
office in years. So, let me shoot 
that one down as emphatically as 
I can.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Ceremony: Commander knew quickly Atkins’ actions were exceptional 
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“There’s no real words to ex¬ 
plain how I feel. ... It’s just such 
an incredible honor and it uplifts 
me so, so much,” Oliver said. 

The award is an upgrade of the 
Distinguished Service Cross that 
Atkins’ family received in a 2008 
ceremony at Fort Drum, N.Y., 
where the soldier had been sta¬ 
tioned. The upgrade, part of a De¬ 
fense Department-wide review of 
post-9/11 valor awards ordered by 
former Defense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel in 2014, is long overdue, 
soldiers who served with Atkins 
have said for years. 

Atkins’ battalion commander at 
the time of his death, now-retired 
Col. John Valledor, recognized 
what the soldier had done almost 
immediately. He interviewed 
Aijo and the two other soldiers 
who had witnessed the attack and 
walked the scene in the hours 
after Atkins’ death. 

He quickly drew his conclu¬ 
sion — Atkins had committed an 
exceptionally valorous act. It was 
an act that in his mind clearly de¬ 
served the military’s top honor. 

“It occurred to me there’s a 
similar pattern here to Medal of 
Honor recipients who had jumped 
on grenades,” Valledor said. “The 
only difference here is it was a liv¬ 
ing grenade that Travis had over¬ 
powered and then used his body 
to protect his fellow soldiers. 

“I thought for sure that others 
would see it, or read it the same 
way that I did.” 

But somewhere along the long 
line of approvals needed to se¬ 
cure a Medal of Honor nomina¬ 
tion, someone did not agree. The 
Army has never made public who 
decided to downgrade the award 
to the Distinguished Service 
Cross, the second-highest award 
for battlefield valor. 

Valledor and others have specu¬ 
lated the decision to downgrade 
the award might have occurred 
because Atkins never verbally told 
the other soldiers around them 
what his intent was. 

Aijo and other soldiers who 
knew Atkins have no doubt that he 
knew he was shielding his battle 
buddies from the explosive vest. 

Former Army Staff Sgt. Stuart 
Hollingsworth, a member of At¬ 
kins’ platoon who was about 100 
yards away when the attack oc¬ 
curred, described Atkins as an 
expert at recognizing weapons 
and would have quickly realized 
the insurgent was wearing the 
grenade-laced suicide vest. 

“I know exactly what he did. 
No doubt at all,” Hollingsworth 
said. “That man was a great man, 
and he was an even better sol¬ 
dier. It is an impossibility that he 
didn’t know exactly what he was 
doing.” 

It was Atkins’ second tour in 
Iraq. 


Professional Services 
Provided: 


Former Army Sgt. Sand Aijo 
speaks about Atkins, his former 
squad leader, on Tuesday. Aijo 
watched as Atkins tackled a 
suicide bomber and shielded 
Aijo and two other soldiers from 
the blast, which killed Atkins. 

They said Tuesday that they 
were aware their son had once 
been considered for the Medal 
of Honor but were caught by sur¬ 
prise when they were informed of 
the upgrade. 

More important to them, said 
Jack Atkins, was the respect their 
son’s fellow soldiers have shown 
for him in the months since they 
learned of the award upgrade. 

“I am not surprised to hear 
what Travis did,” Jack Atkins 
said. “This award is one thing. 
The real award for us is that these 
guys showed up.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Photos by Corey DicKSTEiN/Stars and Stripes 


Jack Atkins, right, laughs with his grandson Trevor Oliver as he recalls his fallen son. Army Staff Sgt. 
Travis Atkins, who was killed in action in Iraq in 2007. Oliver will accept the Medal of Honor on behalf of 
his father on Wednesday. 


He initially enlisted in the 
Army from his hometown in Boz¬ 
eman, Mont., in 2000. Less than 
three years later, he fought during 
the invasion of Iraq with the 101st 
Airborne Division as an Army 
fire team leader. He would earn a 
Combat Infantryman Badge and 
other awards during that tour. 

After returning home, he de¬ 
cided not to re-enlist, choosing 
instead to go to college. 

But after two years at the Uni¬ 
versity of Montana at Missoula, 
Atkins found his classmates 
immature, his mother, Elaine 
Atkins, said. In late 2005, he re¬ 
enlisted in the Army and was sent 
to Fort Drum and, eventually, 
back to Iraq. 

Atkins’ unit — the 10th Moun¬ 
tain Division’s 2nd Battalion, 14th 
Infantry Regiment — was about 
10 months into its tour when the 
soldiers received the radio call of 
four “military-aged males” act¬ 
ing oddly along Route Caprice, an 
off-limits to locals supply route 
that had become a favorite target 
of insurgents for emplacing road¬ 
side bombs. 

The improvised explosive 
devices were often successful, 
mangling the soldiers’ Humvees. 
Atkins’ own vehicle had recently 
been struck. But suicide attacks 
were unusual. Valledor said the 
unit had not seen such an act 
through its entire deployment be¬ 
fore June 1. 

When Atkins spotted two of the 
four males, he left his Humvee 
unarmed, yelling directions at 
the men, Aijo recalled. As Atkins 
moved toward one of the men, the 
team’s medic moved toward the 
second man. 


Suddenly, Atkins was fighting 
hand-to-hand with the insurgent. 
Aijo remembered the “impres¬ 
sive” body slam attracting his 
attention. 

“It all happened so quickly,” 
Aijo said. “My initial thought was 
that maybe they had rolled onto 
a [roadside bomb]. It didn’t be¬ 
come more clear to me until the 
second man came around and 
he also detonated. That’s when it 
clicked for me that this is what 
had happened.” 

Aijo credited Atkins not only 
with saving his life by shielding 
him from the blast, but with in¬ 
stilling in him the skills and ma¬ 
turity needed to deal with such a 
deadly clash. 


The former soldier said he and 
others were not initially thrilled 
when Atkins showed up to their 
unit. Aijo described himself as 
a “cocky, 19-year-old kid” who 
was not thrilled to have a new 
noncommissioned officer who set 
high expectations for his troops. 

“I hated it,” Aijo said. “I thought 
I knew everything. 

“He came in, and he put me 
in my place. He did it in the best 
way possible, and when that day 
came, I was prepared and I acted 
appropriately. I don’t know if I 
would have with anybody else 
leading me.” 

That trait in Atkins comes as 
no surprise to Elaine and Jack 
Atkins, the late soldier’s parents. 
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Major revamp 
planned for FAA’s 
oversight process 



Ted S. Warren/AP 


A Boeing 737 Max 8 airplane is parked at Boeing Field in Seattle. 
The Federal Aviation Administration is expected to undei^o a revamp 
of its airplane construction oversight following two deadly crashes 
involving the 737 Max. 


By David Koenig 
AND Tom Krisher 

Associated Press 

America’s standing as the model 
for aviation safety regulation will 
be on trial as congressional hear¬ 
ings begin into the Federal Avia¬ 
tion Administration’s oversight 
of Boeing before and after two 
deadly crashes of its best-selling 
airliner. 

The Senate aviation subcom¬ 
mittee was scheduled to hear 
testimony Wednesday from 
the acting head of the FAA, the 
Transportation Department in¬ 
spector general who is leading a 
review of the FAA and Boeing, 
and the nation’s top transporta¬ 
tion safety investigator. 

Inspector General Calvin Scov- 
el III is expected to reveal plans 
to significantly revamp the FAA’s 
oversight of airplane construc¬ 
tion this summer and discuss his 
office’s findings of management 
weaknesses with a number of the 
agency’s oversight processes over 
the years. 

“While revamping FAA’s over¬ 
sight process will be an impor¬ 
tant step, continued management 
attention will be key to ensure the 
agency identifies and monitors 


the highest-risk areas of aircraft 
certification,” Scovel wrote in his 
prepared remarks obtained by 
The Associated Press. 

Even though the agency has 
made improvements, it plans by 
July to develop new evaluation 
criteria for training and company 
self-audits, Scovel wrote. 

Also on Wednesday, acting FAA 
Administrator Daniel Elwell was 
expected to testify that Boeing 
submitted an application on Jan. 
21 spelling out changes it planned 
to make to crucial flight control 
software on the 737 Max — the 
same system that is suspected of 
playing a role in the Oct. 29 crash 
of a Lion Air jet in Indonesia and 
the March 10 plunge of an Ethio¬ 
pian Airlines Max. In all, 346 
people died. 

Elwell said FAA engineers and 
pilots have tested the update in a 
simulator and the plane, includ¬ 
ing recovering from an aerody¬ 
namic stall, according to a copy 
of his prepared remarks obtained 
by the AP. 

“The FAA’s ongoing review 
of this software installation and 
training is an agency priority,” 
Elwell is expected to testify. 

An FAA spokesman said 
Wednesday that the Boeing sub¬ 


mission was an “initial applica¬ 
tion” and that the agency had not 
yet received Boeing’s completed 
plan for updating the software. 

The Transportation Depart¬ 
ment watchdog has previously 
raised questions about the FAA’s 
certification of Boeing planes and 
the seemingly close relationship 
between some agency managers 
and Boeing. 

On the other end of Capitol Hill, 
the chairman of the House Trans¬ 
portation Committee is seeking an 
independent review of Boeing’s 
proposed fix to its 737 Max air¬ 
craft, which has been grounded 
worldwide for two weeks. Peter 
DeFazio, D-Ore., said the Max 
shouldn’t be allowed to carry 


passengers until independent ex¬ 
perts approve Boeing’s work and 
ensure that pilots will be trained 
to fly the plane safely. 

Those and other investigations 
are focusing on a new automated 
flight control system that could 
push the plane’s nose down under 
some circumstances. 

Boeing has described changes 
that will limit repetitive nose- 
down commands from the plane 
and reduce their magnitude. The 
company also has said it will pay 
to train pilots on the system. 

Pilots at Southwest Airlines and 
American Airlines were angry 
that they did not learn of the soft¬ 
ware’s existence until after the 
Lion Air crash. 


Southwest 
737 makes 
emergency 
landing 

Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — A South¬ 
west Airlines Boeing 737 Max 
made a safe emergency landing 
Tuesday in Orlando after expe¬ 
riencing an engine problem, the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
said. 

The crew declared an emer¬ 
gency after taking off from Or¬ 
lando International Airport 
around 2:50 p.m. and returned to 
the airport safely. No passengers 
were on board, and the aircraft 
was being ferried to Victorville, 
Calif., where Southwest is storing 
the airplanes. 

The 737 Max was grounded 
in the U.S. on March 13 after a 
deadly crash involving a Max 
in Ethiopia on March 10. It was 
the second fatal crash involving 
the airplane. U.S. airlines are 
allowed to shuttle the planes but 
cannot carry passengers. 

The FAA says it’s investigat¬ 
ing but the emergency was not 
related to anti-stall software that 
is suspected as a cause of the 
two fatal crashes, including one 
last year involving a plane from 
Indonesia. 

Airport spokeswoman Carolyn 
Fennell said one of the airport’s 
three runways was shut down for 
cleaning after the landing. She 
said the airport’s other two run¬ 
ways remained open and normal 
operations weren’t affected. 


High court questions 
federal judges’ role in 
partisan redistricting 

Associated Press 


Senate defeats proposal to 
take up Green New Deal 


WASHINGTON — The Su¬ 
preme Court’s conservative ma¬ 
jority sounded wary Tuesday of 
allowing federal judges to deter¬ 
mine when electoral maps are too 
partisan despite strong evidence 
that the political parties drew dis¬ 
tricts to guarantee congressional 
election outcomes. 

The decisions in two cases the 
justices heard Tuesday, from 
Maryland and North Carolina, 
could help shape the makeup of 
Congress and state legislatures 
for the next decade in the new 
districts that will be created fol¬ 
lowing the 2020 census. 

In more than two hours of ar¬ 
guments over Republican-drawn 
congressional districts in North 
Carolina and a single congressio¬ 
nal district drawn to benefit Dem¬ 
ocrats in Maryland, the justices 
on the right side of the court asked 
repeatedly whether unelected 
judges should police the partisan 
actions of elected officials. 

“Why should we wade into this?” 


Justice Neil Gorusch asked. 

Gorsuch and Justice Brett Ka- 
vanaugh pointed out that voters 
in some states and state courts in 
others are imposing limits on how 
far politicians can go in design¬ 
ing districts that maximize one 
party’s advantage. 

Gorsuch said the court’s 2015 
ruling upholding Arizona voters’ 
decision to take redistricting away 
from the legislature and create an 
independent commission shows 
there are other ways to handle the 
issue. 

The cases at the high court 
mark the second time in consecu¬ 
tive terms the justices are trying 
to determine if they can set lim¬ 
its on partisan map-making. The 
court also could rule that federal 
judges should not oversee dis¬ 
putes over districts designed to 
benefit one political party. 

Last year, the court essentially 
punted on cases from Wisconsin 
and the same Maryland congres¬ 
sional district that was before the 
court Tuesday. 

Supporters of limits on partisan 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


Former California Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger speaks at a 
rally calling for “Fair Maps” at 
the Supreme Court on Tuesday 
as the court heard challenges to 
partisan redistricting. 

redistricting say that it’s more 
urgent than ever for the court to 
intervene because partisan maps 
deepen stark political division in 
the United States and sophisti¬ 
cated computer programs allow 
map-makers to target voters on a 
house-by-house basis. 

Defenders of the maps that are 
being challenged want the court 
to defer to the other branches of 
government and bow out of parti¬ 
san districting cases. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Senate 
turned away from the Green New 
Deal on Tuesday as both parties 
shunned an opportunity to debate 
a comprehensive climate change 
plan offered by Democrats. 

Republicans in the GOP-con- 
trolled Senate forced the vote as 
they seek to turn the Green New 
Deal into a wedge issue in the 
2020 elections. Democrats called 
the GOP’s move a “sham” and 
said it carries its own political risk 
by mocking an issue — climate 
change — that a growing number 
of Americans care deeply about. 

Senators voted 57-0 against 
a procedural motion to take up 
the nonbinding resolution, which 
calls for the U.S. to shift away 
from fossil fuels such as oil and 
coal and replace them with re¬ 
newable sources such as wind and 
solar power. 

Three Democrats and indepen¬ 
dent Sen. Angus King, of Maine, 
who caucuses with Democrats, 
joined all 53 Senate Republicans 
in opposing the climate plan. 
Forty-three Democrats voted 
“present” to protest the GOP’s ac¬ 
tion. Democrats accused the GOP 


of quashing debate by blocking 
public hearings and expert testi¬ 
mony about the consequences of 
inaction on climate change. 

In shifting the U.S. economy 
away from fossil fuels, the Green 
New Deal calls for virtual elimi¬ 
nation by 2030 of greenhouse gas 
emissions responsible for global 
warming. 

The plan has broad support 
among Democratic activists, and 
all six of the 2020 presidential 
contenders serving in the Senate 
have signed on as co-sponsors, 
putting it at the forefront of the 
party’s sprawling primary race. 

Republicans say the plan would 
devastate the economy and lead to 
a huge tax increase. 

By “basically outlawing the 
only sources of energy that 
working-class and middle-class 
families can actually afford,” the 
Green New Deal would “kill off 
entire domestic industries” and 
eliminate millions of jobs. Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell, of Kentucky, said. 

President Donald Trump also 
weighed in against the plan, 
which the White House called 
“job crushing.” 
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Veto override on border emergency fails 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Demo- 
cratic-led House failed Tuesday 
to override President Donald 
Trump’s first veto, salvaging his 
effort to steer billions of extra 
dollars to erecting border barri¬ 
ers and delivering a victory to the 
White House. 

Lawmakers voted 248-181 to 
overturn Trump’s veto, but that 
fell 38 votes shy of the required 
two-thirds margin. 

Just days after Attorney Gen¬ 
eral William Barr announced that 
special counsel Robert Mueller 
had found Trump didn’t scheme 
with Russia to help his 2016 elec¬ 
tion, Tuesday’s vote bolstered 
Trump’s drive to build a wall 
along the boundary with Mexico, 
a hallmark of his 2016 presiden¬ 
tial campaign and a priority of his 
presidency. 

While clearly a defeat for Dem¬ 
ocrats, the vote afforded them a 
chance to re-emphasize pohcy dif¬ 
ferences with Trump and change 
the subject from collusion allega¬ 
tions that have lost political clout. 

Underscoring that. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi placed her 
name atop a House Democratic 
fundraising email referencing 


the failed veto override, writing, 
“I know grassroots Democrats 
won’t let Trump’s enablers get 
away with this.” 

Just 14 Republicans joined all 
voting Democrats in Tuesday’s 
futile effort to void Trump’s dec¬ 
laration of a national emergency 
at the Southwest border. 

By invoking that power. Trump 
has said he will shift $3.6 bil¬ 
lion from military construction 
to erecting barriers along that 
boundary. Congress has voted to 
provide less than $1.4 billion for 
border barriers, leaving Demo¬ 
crats and some Republicans fum¬ 
ing that Trump is abusing his 
powers by ignoring Congress’ con¬ 
stitutional control over spending. 

Despite his veto remaining 
intact. Trump may not be able 
to spend the money for barriers 
quickly because of lawsuits by 
Democratic state attorneys gen¬ 
eral and others that could take 
years to resolve. 

The Pentagon sent lawmak¬ 
ers a list last week of hundreds 
of military construction projects 
that might be cut to pay for bar¬ 
rier work. Democrats say that by 
backing Trump, GOP lawmakers 
were endangering local bases to 
pay for the wall. 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Acting Defense Secretary Patrick Shanahan testifies Tuesday at a House Armed Services Committee 
hearing on the fiscal 2020 Pentagon budget. The House was unable to override a veto by President 
Donald Trump that kept his border emergency intact, and he plans to use some military funds for a wall. 


Trump says Mueller report 
‘could not have been better’ 


By Lisa Mascaro, 

Mary Clare Jalonick 
AND Laurie Kellman 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — An exuberant Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump took a victory lap on 
Capitol Hill, emboldened by the end of the 
special counsel’s Russia probe, even as 
Democrats pressed insistently for Robert 
Mueller’s full report and Justice Depart¬ 
ment officials said more information could 
be released in “weeks, not months.” 

Trump strode into a high-spirited gath¬ 
ering of Senate Republicans on Tuesday, 
flanked by party leaders, saying the attor¬ 
ney general’s weekend summary of Muel¬ 
ler’s report “could not have been better.” 
GOP senators applauded his arrival, and 
he celebrated what he called his “clean bill 
of health.” 

But challenges are ahead for both the 
Republicans and the Democrats who hope 
to deny Trump re-election next year. Both 
parties are readjusting their aims and 
strategies in the post-probe landscape, piv¬ 
oting to health care and other issues that 
are more important for many voters, even 
with Mueller’s full findings still unknown. 

At House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s own 
closed-door caucus meeting Tuesday, she 
urged rank-and-file Democrats to “be 
calm” and focus on the policy promises of 
health care, jobs and oversight of the ad¬ 
ministration that helped propel them to the 
House majority last fall. 

“Let’s just get the goods,” Pelosi said. 

Not that the Democrats are forgetting 
Russia and the 2016 presidential election. 
Many Democrats dismiss the four-page 
summary released by Attorney General 
William Barr as inadequate. 

“I haven’t seen the Mueller report. I’ve 


^Let’s just get the goods, f 

Nancy Pelosi 

House speaker 


seen the Barr report. And I’m not going 
to base anything on the Barr report,” said 
Rep. Jamie Raskin, of Maryland. 

“The president is saying he’s been com¬ 
pletely and totally exonerated by the re¬ 
port,” Raskin said. “The one sentence 
we’ve seen from the report says this is not 
an exoneration of the president.” 

Meanwhile, a Justice Department of¬ 
ficial said it will take Barr “weeks, not 
months” to finish reviewing Mueller’s 
longer, still-confidential report and make 
a version available for the public. It’s not 
clear whether that will be Mueller’s own 
words or another synopsis. 

Trump has said he “wouldn’t mind” if 
the full report were released. But Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said 
he’s hesitant to agree to releasing informa¬ 
tion from Mueller that would “throw inno¬ 
cent people who’ve not been charged under 
the bus.” 

He is blocking legislation approved 
unanimously by the House calling for the 
report’s release. 

In the GOP luncheon. Trump was in a 
lively mood, senators said. Sen. Kevin Cra¬ 
mer, of North Dakota, said the president is 
“always high energy. He had a little extra 
today.” 

Russia report aside, the president showed 
an eagerness to move on. He told GOP sen¬ 
ators that health care should be their focus 
heading into the 2020 election. 

He said he wants them to abandon ef¬ 
forts to simply repeal “Obamacare” and 
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Jose Luis Magana /AP 


President Donald Trump said Tuesday 
he wouldn't mind if Robert Mueller’s full 
report was released. 

instead focus on a replacement for Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s signature law. 

“I was a little surprised he came out of 
the chute in health care,” said Sen. John 
Kennedy, R-La., after the meeting. “He 
wants us to try again.” 

Even so, the White House was making a 
new effort to get rid of the Affordable Care 
Act entirely. In a legal filing late Monday, 
the administration said it would not defend 
the act against a court challenge — essen¬ 
tially encouraging the law’s demise. 

Meanwhile, House Democrats, led by 
Pelosi, unveiled their own sweeping mea¬ 
sure to rescue the program on Tuesday. 

Trump’s hourlong talk to Senate Repub¬ 
licans touched on trade, foreign policy and 
a vote later in the day on Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez’s Green New Deal, which 
the Senate declined to take up. Trump 
said the climate change proposal would be 
a good campaign issue to fight over with 
Democrats. 


Trump opposes 
additional aid 
for Puerto Rico 

By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump’s opposition to further disaster 
aid for hurricane-devastated Puerto Rico 
hardened on Tuesday as he told GOP allies 
at a Capitol Hill meeting that the US. is¬ 
land territory has gotten too much rebuild¬ 
ing money compared with mainland states 
like Florida and Texas. 

Trump’s ardent opposition to additional 
Puerto Rico funding sets up a showdown 
with House Democrats, who insist that a 
$13 billion to $14 billion disaster aid pack¬ 
age that’s a top priority for southern Re¬ 
publicans won’t advance without further 
aid for the island. 

Sen. Marco Rubio, of Florida, said Trump 
told Republicans at a closed-door luncheon 
on Tuesday that aid for Puerto Rico “is 
way out of proportion to what Texas and 
Florida and others have gotten.” 

Trump does support $600 million to deal 
with a food stamp shortfall in Puerto Rico 
that has already meant slashed benefits, 
Rubio said, but he opposes more generous 
terms for delivery of disaster aid dollars 
and funding to rebuild antiquated water 
systems and make them more resilient to 
future storms. 

The disaster aid package cleared a pro¬ 
cedural hurdle by a 90-10 vote and is ex¬ 
pected to pass the Senate as early as late 
this week, which would set up talks with 
the Democratic-controlled House. 

House Appropriations Committee Chair¬ 
woman Nita Lowey, D-N.Y., said the House 
will insist on further aid for Puerto Rico 
or the disaster aid measure won’t clear 
Congress. 










Page 10 


mmmmimM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, March 28,2019 


NATION 


DeVos defends 
proposed cuts to 
education efforts 



NASA/AP 

NASA Flight Engineer Anne McClain, shown in January on the International Space Station, was supposed 
to participate in a spacewalk Friday with newly arrived Christina Koch. McClain pulled herself from the 
lineup because there’s not enough time to get two mediums suits ready. 

Lack of spacesuit forces NASA to 
cancel 1st all-female spacewalk 


The Washington Post 

NASA has aborted its mission 
for a first-ever all-female space- 
walk around the International 
Space Station because there are 
not enough spacesuits to fit the fe¬ 
male astronauts, the agency said. 

Astronauts Anne McClain and 
Christina Koch had planned to 
conclude Women’s History Month 
with a spacewalk Friday to in¬ 
stall batteries outside the space 
station. 

But NASA spokeswoman 
Stephanie Schierholz said in an 
email Tuesday to The Washing¬ 
ton Post that both women now 
need a medium-sized hard upper 
torso — the shirt of the spacesuit 
— and there is only one medium¬ 
sized suit on the space station that 
is ready for use. NASA said astro¬ 
nauts Nick Hague and McClain 
completed the first spacewalk in 
the series earlier this month, so 


Hague and Koch plan to set out 
on the next one later this week. 

Still, Schierholz said, “We be¬ 
lieve an all-female spacewalk is 
inevitable.” 

Both McClain and Koch were 
members of NASA’s 2013 astro¬ 
naut class, 50 percent of which 
was made up of women, NASA 
said. 

McClain, a U.S. Army officer 
and a pilot, “wanted to be an as¬ 
tronaut from the time I was 3 or 
4 years old,” she said in a 2015 
NASA video interview. “I remem¬ 
ber telling my mom at that time, 
and I never deviated from what 
I wanted to be. Something about 
exploration has fascinated me 
from a young age.” 

McClain is currently aboard 
the ISS, where she is accompa¬ 
nied by an adorable Earth plush 
toy. 

Koch, an electrical engineer, is 
taking her first space flight, ac¬ 


cording to NASA. Space is just 
the latest exciting frontier Koch 
has conquered. Her work has 
taken her on expeditions to the 
South Pole and the Arctic. 

When asked in a February in¬ 
terview about the importance of 
conducting her mission during 
Women’s History Month, she said, 
“It is a unique opportunity, and I 
hope that I’m be able to inspire 
folks that might be watching.” 

Noting she did not have many 
engineers to look up to grow¬ 
ing up in Jacksonville, N.C., she 
added, “I hope that I can be an 
example to people that might not 
have someone to look at as a men¬ 
tor... that it doesn’t matter where 
you come from or what examples 
there might be around you, you 
can actually achieve whatever 
you’re passionate about. 

“If that’s a role that I can serve,” 
she said, “it would be my honor to 
do that.” 


By Laura Meckler 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Educa¬ 
tion Secretary Betsy DeVos on 
Tuesday defended her request to 
cut billions of dollars from the 
agency’s budget, and Democrats 
attacked her plan as outrageous 
and damaging to students who 
need the most help. 

Democrats were also cold to 
DeVos’ plan to use the federal 
tax code to support private school 
scholarships, suggesting that the 
secretary’s priorities will face an¬ 
other tough year in Congress. 

“I believe this budget is cruel, 
and I believe it is reckless,” said 
Rep. Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn., 
who leads the education subcom¬ 
mittee of the House Appropria¬ 
tions Committee and presided 
over the hearing Tuesday. “I re¬ 
ally am left with a very serious 
question for you: How can you 
support this budget? I mean that 
genuinely.” 

Lawmakers singled out a range 
of programs targeted for cuts or 
elimination by the Trump admin¬ 
istration, such as the $17.6 million 
supporting the Special Olympics. 

“I still can’t understand why 
you would go after disabled chil¬ 
dren in your budget. It’s appall¬ 
ing,” Rep. Barbara Lee, D-Calif, 
said. 

Even the top Republican on the 
panel. Rep. Tom Cole, of Oklaho¬ 
ma, said that while some proposed 
reductions make sense, others are 
“somewhat shortsighted.” 

DeVos responded that she was 
forced to make difficult decisions 
to control spending, but she ap¬ 
peared to be realistic about her 


chances. 

“This reduction is similar to 
last year’s request, and the year 
before that, as well. I acknowl¬ 
edge that you rejected those rec¬ 
ommendations,” she said. 

Overall, the budget plan would 
cut more than $8.5 billion, about 
12 percent, from the Educa¬ 
tion Department. Programs that 
would face cuts include one that 
supports after-school activities 
for children in impoverished 
communities, as well as a grant 
program for textbooks, equip¬ 
ment, counseling services and 
other needs for schools. That pool 
of money — the Student Support 
and Academic Enrichment Pro¬ 
gram — also underwrites school 
safety efforts, including men¬ 
tal health services and safety 
equipment. 

“We’ve proposed this particu¬ 
lar program elimination because 
it’s been thinly spread and not 
that effective on any particular 
thing,” DeVos said. 

DeVos was more enthusiastic 
in promoting her own chief cause: 
a $5 billion tax-credit plan to help 
children attend private schools. 
She refers to the initiative as “ed¬ 
ucation freedom.” 

The proposal faces long odds 
for approval, especially in the 
House, where Democrats are in 
control. It would give individu¬ 
als and corporations a 100 per¬ 
cent tax credit for contributions 
to state-sanctioned scholarship 
funds, meaning that donors could 
get back their entire donation 
through federal taxes. The money 
would be given to students to help 
pay for tuition at private schools 
and for other expenses. 


Big U-turn: Key melting Greenland glacier is growing again 



NASA/AP 


Patches of bare land are seen at the Jakobshavn glacier in Greenland 
in 2016. The glacier is growing again, a new NASA study finds, but 
study authors and outside scientists deem the reversal temporary. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A mqjor 
Greenland glacier that was one 
of the fastest shrinking ice and 
snow masses on Earth is growing 
again, a new NASA study finds. 

The Jakobshavn glacier around 
2012 was retreating about 1.8 
miles and thinning nearly 130 
feet annually. But it started grow¬ 
ing again at about the same rate 
in the past two years, according 
to a study in Monday’s Nature 
Geoscience. Study authors and 
outside scientists think that is 
temporary. 

“That was kind of a surprise. 
We kind of got used to a runaway 
system,” said Geological Survey 
of Denmark and Greenland ice 
and climate scientist Jason Box. 
“The good news is that it’s a re¬ 
minder that it’s not necessarily 
going that fast. But it is going.” 

Box, who wasn’t part of the 


study, said Jakobshavn is “ar¬ 
guably the most important 
Greenland glacier because it dis¬ 
charges the most ice in the north¬ 
ern hemisphere.” 

A natural cyclical cooling 
of North Atlantic waters likely 
caused the glacier to reverse 
course, said study lead author Ala 
Khazendar, a NASA glaciologist 
on the Oceans Melting Green¬ 
land project. Khazendar and col¬ 
leagues say that coincides with a 
flip of the North Atlantic Oscilla¬ 
tion — a natural and temporary 
cooling and warming of parts of 
the ocean that is like a distant 
cousin to El Nino in the Pacific. 

The water in Disko Bay, where 
Jakobshavn hits the ocean, is 
about 3.6 degrees cooler than a 
few years ago, study authors said. 
While that is “good news” on a 
temporary basis, it is bad news in 
the long term because it tells sci¬ 
entists that ocean temperature is 


a bigger player in glacier retreats 
and advances than previously 
thought, said NASA climate sci¬ 
entist Josh Willis, a study co-au¬ 
thor. Over the decades the water 


has been and will be warming 
from man-made climate change, 
he said. 

“In the long run we’ll probably 
have to raise our predictions of 


sea level rise again,” Willis said. 

Think of the ocean tempera¬ 
tures near Greenland like an es¬ 
calator that’s rising slowly from 
global warming, Khazendar said. 

But the natural North Atlan¬ 
tic Oscillation sometimes is like 
jumping down a few steps or jump¬ 
ing up a few steps. The water can 
get cooler and have effects, but in 
the long run it is warming and the 
melting will be worse, he said. 

University of Washington ice 
scientist Ian Joughin, who wasn’t 
part of the study and predicted 
such a change seven years ago, 
said it would be a “grave mis¬ 
take” to interpret the latest data 
as contradicting climate change 
science. 

What’s happening, Joughin 
said, is “to a large extent, a tem¬ 
porary blip. Downturns do occur 
in the stock market, but overall 
the long-term tr^ectory is up. 
This is really the same thing.” 
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Former Vice President Joe Biden speaks at an event on Tuesday in New York at which 
he decried violence against women and condemned “a white man’s culture.” 


Biden calls 
for change 
in culture 

By Steve Peoples 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Former Vice President 
Joe Biden condemned “a white man’s 
culture” Tuesday night as he lashed out 
against violence against women and, more 
specifically, lamented his role in the Su¬ 
preme Court confirmation hearings that 
undermined Anita Hill’s credibility nearly 
three decades ago. 

Biden, a Democratic presidential pros¬ 
pect who often highlights his white work¬ 
ing-class roots, said Hill, who is black, 
should not have been forced to face a panel 
of “a bunch of white guys.” 

“To this day I regret I couldn’t come up 
with a way to give her the kind of hearing 
she deserved,” he said, echoing comments 
he delivered last fall as the nation debat¬ 
ed sexual misconduct allegations against 
Brett Kavanaugh amid his Supreme Court 
confirmation hearing. 

Later in his Tuesday remarks, Biden 
called on Americans to “change the cul¬ 
ture” that dates back centuries and allows 
pervasive violence against women. 

“It’s an English jurisprudential culture, 
a white man’s culture. It’s got to change,” 
Biden said. 

The 76-year-old Democrat delivered the 
remarks at a New York City event honoring 
young people who helped combat sexual as¬ 
sault on college campuses. The event, held 
at a venue called the Russian Tea Room, 


was hosted by the Biden Foundation and 
the nonprofit group It’s on Us, which Biden 
founded with former President Barack 
Obama in 2014. 

Biden is perhaps the last high-profile 
Democrat who has yet to announce his or 
her 2020 intentions. He has a small team of 
political operatives laying the groundwork 
for a run, but he has acknowledged public¬ 
ly in recent weeks that his entrance in the 
presidential race is no sure thing. 

Biden’s role in the 1991 Clarence Thom¬ 
as confirmation hearings are among his 


many political challenges as he weighs his 
place in today’s Democratic Party. Should 
he run, he would be among a handful of 
white men in a Democratic presidential 
field that features several women and 
minorities. 

In remarks that were rambling at times 
and spanned more than a half hour, Biden 
repeatedly denounced violence against 
women. 

It’s a topic Biden knows well. As a sena¬ 
tor, he introduced the Violence Against 
Women’s Act in 1990. 


Democrats view 
health care as 
a winning issue 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump is calling on Republicans to revive 
the effort to quash the Affordable Care 
Act, handing Democrats an opportunity to 
unite in defense of the law as they try to 
move past the Russia investigation and win 
the White House in 2020. 

Trump’s administration is asking a fed¬ 
eral appeals court to strike down the en¬ 
tire health care law. The president vowed 
on Tuesday to make the GOP the “party of 
health care” and told Senate Republicans 
to lean into their own agenda on the issue 
as they head into next year’s election. 

The moves could help Trump rally his 
conservative base. But the push also poured 
political kerosene on an issue that many 
Democrats credit with powering their mid¬ 
term election victories in November. 

Top Democrats, including presidential 
candidates, said health care is an issue that 
resonates with voters. 

“This is something that Americans care 
deeply about,” said Sen. Amy Klobuchar, 
of Minnesota, a White House hopeful. 

Other Democrats appeared to relish 
the chance to shift to health care. Asked 
if the Trump administration’s court fil¬ 
ing allowed Democrats to turn the page 
on the now-concluded Mueller investiga¬ 
tion, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said she 
would have been talking about health care 
no matter what. 

“We have been dealing with health care 
constantly,” the California Democrat said. 

Another 2020 contender. Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand, of New York, said if Trump 
“wants to have a fight on health care, it’s a 
fight we’re willing to have. And it’s a fight 
he is going to lose.” 


Trump hones his re-election machine for 2020 



Alex Brandon/AP 


President Donald Trump gives two thumbs 
up after stepping off Marine One on the 
South Lawn of the White House on Sunday 
as he gears up for a massive re-election 
campaign operation. 


By Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In 2016, President Don¬ 
ald Trump compared Hillary Clinton’s cam¬ 
paign to the lumbering federal bureaucracy. 
Now he’s building one of his own. 

From an office tower across the Potomac 
River from Washington, from the bowels of 
the Republican National Committee’s head¬ 
quarters on Capitol Hill and from field offices 
across the country. Trump is assembling an 
army of operatives to fight for victory in what 
stands to be a legacy-defining political battle. 

Even with a sea of still-unfilled desks, his 
2020 campaign is already unrecognizable 
from the fly-by-night operation of the last ef¬ 
fort, when Trump won the White House de¬ 
spite his inexperienced campaign team. 

Trump may still consider himself his own 
best strategist and communicator, but this time 
he’s leaving nothing to chance. Trump’s 2020 
effort is melding the RNC and his presidential 
campaign into one functional entity, with the 
two organizations sharing staff, resources and 
data in what they argue is the perfect model of 
the modern integrated campaign. 

“We are creating the largest and most ef¬ 
ficient campaign operation in American his¬ 
tory with the ability to reach more voters than 
ever before,” said Trump campaign manager 
Brad Parscale. 

Still, the constant and greatest source of un¬ 
certainty for the new effort remains Trump 
— his disdain for feeling managed and his un¬ 
wavering belief in his own gut instincts. 

“Everything the campaign does is to com¬ 
plement and reinforce the candidate; it’s not a 


substitute for the candidate,” said GOP strate¬ 
gist Alex Conant. “The candidate needs to be 
in sync with the campaign.” 

Trump’s attacks on the late Sen. John Mc¬ 
Cain of Arizona earlier this month marked an 
example of how a candidate could unsettle his 
own political effort. 

Driving the 2020 operation is Parscale, a 
confidant of Trump son-in-law Jared Kush- 
ner, who is the White House overseer of the 
campaign. Parscale brings an unusual pedi¬ 
gree to the position: He did website work for 
Trump’s golf properties before being hired to 
run Trump’s digital efforts in 2016, when his 
targeted Facebook ads helped drive Trump 
voters in the Midwest to the polls. 

A priority of both Parscale and Kushner, 
aides said, is reducing the disruptive staff 
turnover that defined Trump’s first White 
House bid and continued through his first two 
years in the White House. Key campaign hires 
have had to pass muster with both men. And 
Parscale, with his 13-month tenure in the job, 
already has lasted longer than any of Trump’s 
three 2016 campaign heads. 

One reason that Trump is more open to a 
bulky campaign apparatus this time is the 
RNC’s fundraising prowess. Trump self-fund¬ 
ed his 2016 campaign to the tune of more than 
$66 million, but he hasn’t put any money into 
his campaign since November 2016, and offi¬ 
cials say that, so far, he doesn’t intend to. 

Trump’s campaign is spending heavily out 
of the gate, with twice as much spent on digital 
advertising so far this year as the Democratic 
field combined, according to data compiled by 
Democratic digital marketing firm Bully Pul¬ 
pit Interactive. 
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Dismissal of Smollett case brings backlash 



Ashlee Rezin, Chicago Sun-Times/AP 


Actor Jussie Smollett, center, leaves the Leighton Criminal Courthouse in Chicago after 
prosecutors dropped all charges against him Tuesday. 


By Michael Tarm and Amanda Seitz 
Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Prosecutors still insist 
Jussie Smollett faked a racist, anti-gay at¬ 
tack on himself in the hopes that the atten¬ 
tion would advance his acting career. The 
“Empire” star still says he was assaulted 
by two men late at night in downtown 
Chicago. 

But with little explanation, authorities 
on Tuesday abruptly dropped all charges 
against Smollett, abandoning the criminal 
case only five weeks after the allegations 
were filed. In return, prosecutors said, the 
actor agreed to let the city keep his $10,000 
in bail. 

The dismissal drew a swift backlash 
from the mayor and police chief and raised 
questions about why Smollett was not 
forced to admit what prosecutors had said 
they could prove in court — that the entire 
episode was a publicity stunt. 

Among those sure to keep pressing for 
answers is Chicago Mayor Rahm Eman¬ 
uel, who appeared blindsided by the de¬ 
cision. His voice rising in anger at times, 
Emanuel called the deal “a whitewash of 
justice” and lashed out at Smollett. He said 
Smollett had exploited hate-crime laws 
meant to protect minorities by turning the 
laws “inside out, upside down for only one 
thing — himself” 

“Where is the accountability in the sys¬ 
tem?” Emanuel asked. “You cannot have, 
because of a person’s position, one set of 
rules apply to them and another set of rules 
apply to everybody else.” 

Smollett has become a household name 
as a result of the case, but it’s unclear if the 


dropped charges will diminish the taint 
that followed his arrest last month. His in¬ 
sistence that he had been vindicated may 
make the entertainment industry cautious 
about fully embracing him. 

Defense attorneys said Smollett’s record 
was “wiped clean” of the 16 felony counts 
related to making a false report. 

The actor, who also agreed to do com¬ 
munity service, insisted that he had “been 
truthful and consistent on every single 


level since day one.” 

“I would not be my mother’s son if I was 
capable of one drop of what I was being ac¬ 
cused of,” he told reporters after a court 
hearing. He thanked the state of Illinois 
“for attempting to do what’s right.” 

In a statement, a spokeswoman for the 
Cook County prosecutors’ office said the 
dismissal came “after reviewing all of the 
facts and circumstances of the case.” Tan- 
dra Simonton called it “a just disposition 


and appropriate resolution” but said it was 
not an exoneration. 

First Assistant State’s Attorney Joseph 
Magats said prosecutors “stand behind the 
investigation and the facts.” 

When dropping cases, prosecutors will 
sometimes insist that the defendant accept 
at least a measure of responsibility. Out¬ 
side court, neither Smollett nor his legal 
team appeared to concede anything about 
his original report in January. 

Defense attorney Patricia Brown Hol¬ 
mes said Smollett was “attacked by two 
people he was unable to identify” and “was 
a victim who was vilified and made to ap¬ 
pear as a perpetrator.” 

Authorities alleged that Smollett, who is 
black and gay, knew the men and arranged 
for them to pretend to attack him. 

Emanuel, who leaves office in May after 
two terms, said the hoax could endanger 
other gay people who report hate crimes 
by casting doubt on whether they are tell¬ 
ing the truth. 

Police Superintendent Eddie Johnson 
said Chicago “is still owed an apology.” 

“I’ve heard that they wanted their day 
in court with TV cameras so that America 
could know the truth. They chose to hide 
behind secrecy and broker a deal to cir¬ 
cumvent the judicial system,” he said. 

Chicago’s top prosecutor. Cook County 
State’s Attorney Kim Foxx, recused her¬ 
self from the investigation before Smollett 
was charged, citing conversations she had 
with a Smollett family member. 

Many legal experts were surprised by 
the dismissal, especially the fact that it 
did not include any condition that Smollett 
apologize and admit he staged the assault. 


Anger, hope 
expressed 
after opioid 
settlement 



Mike Simons, Tulsa (Okla.) World/AP 


Oklahoma Attorney General Mike Hunter speaks about a settlement 
with Purdue Pharma related to opioid abuse on Tuesday. 


By Carla K. Johnson 

Associated Press 

A multimillion-dollar settle¬ 
ment in the nation’s deadliest 
drug crisis brought no relief to 
Jodi Barber, whose 19-year-old 
son died of a prescription drug 
overdose. He became addicted 
to painkillers after breaking his 
collarbone. 

“The pain is always going to be 
there as a parent,” said Barber, 
of Orange County, Calif. “Know¬ 
ing that it was preventable really 
hurts. All these deaths are pre¬ 
ventable and that hurts.” 

Anger and hope tinged survi¬ 
vors’ reactions Tuesday to news 
that Purdue Pharma, the maker 
of OxyContin, had reached a $270 
million settlement with the state 
of Oklahoma. Numerous lawsuits 
accuse the company of minimiz¬ 
ing the addiction risk and push¬ 
ing doctors to up dosages even as 
overdoses climbed. The Oklaho¬ 
ma settlement comes two months 
before the case was set for trial. 

Cheryl Juaire had been orga¬ 
nizing a group of hundreds of 
mothers to go to the first day of 
the trial and stand outside with 
photos of their dead children. 
No amount would have satisfied 


her, she said, and the deal means 
Purdue gets to avoid revealing 
its responsibility for the opioid 
epidemic at trial. Her 23-year-old 
son died of an overdose in 2011. 

She pleaded with other states 
and cities suing the company not 
to settle, which she described as 
a “huge disservice to the tens 
of thousands of families here in 
the United States who buried a 
child.” 

Others saw hope in a detail of 
the agreement: nearly $200 mil¬ 
lion for a national research cen¬ 
ter at Oklahoma State University 
in Tulsa. 

Craig Box, whose son, Austin, 
22, was a standout linebacker for 
the Oklahoma Sooners when he 
died of a prescription drug over¬ 
dose in 2011, said he was pleased 
by that. He praised Oklahoma At¬ 
torney General Mike Hunter for 
pursuing the case aggressively. 

“It’s a great day for the state of 


Oklahoma that they had the cour¬ 
age to fight this battle and push it 
as hard as they have, and, candid¬ 
ly, that may have something to do 
with Purdue settling it, because 
Purdue’s been trying to continue 
to trial,” said Box, who anticipates 
testifying if the case against other 
drugmakers proceeds to trial. 

Ryan Hampton, of Los Ange¬ 
les, who is in recovery from opi¬ 
oid addiction, would rather see 
the money go to people who need 
treatment now. He described the 
allocation of the funding, with 
most going to the university, as 
“unconscionable.” 

“That money needs to go to 
front-line workers, to recovery 
and harm prevention,” Hampton 
said. “We already know what we 
need to do to save lives. We need 
100 percent of this money to fund 
direct services for people who 
need help immediately.” 


Avenatti attacks Nike 
a day after his arrest 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Attorney Mi¬ 
chael Avenatti came out swinging 
Tuesday against Nike, accusing 
the shoemaker — without evi¬ 
dence — of “rampant” corruption 
mere hours after he was released 
from US. custody on charges he 
tried to extort up to $25 million 
from the company. 

In a string of posts on Twitter 

— a medium he has often used 
to accuse others of wrongdoing 

— Avenatti claimed Nike has fun- 
neled “large sums” of money to 
elite student athletes bound for 
top colleges. 

Prosecutors haven’t comment¬ 
ed on whether Avenatti’s informa¬ 
tion about Nike was accurate but 
said he crossed a line by trying to 
enrich himself with threats. 

A Nike spokesman declined to 
answer questions about Avenat¬ 
ti’s tweets. The company released 
a statement Monday saying it will 
“not be extorted or hide informa¬ 
tion that is relevant to a govern¬ 
ment investigation.” It also said 
it has been cooperating with a 
federal investigation into NCAA 
basketball for a year. 

Avenatti, best known for rep¬ 
resenting porn actress Stormy 
Daniels in legal battles against 
President Donald Trump, didn’t 
produce evidence or detail exact¬ 
ly what he believed the company 


had done wrong. But he said that 
corruption “reaches the highest 
levels of Nike” and cryptically re¬ 
ferred to receipts that are “clear 
as day.” 

Avenatti’s tweetstorm came the 
morning after he was arrested 
and charged in two separate fed¬ 
eral cases. In Los Angeles, he’s 
accused of 
embezzling 
money from 
a client. In 
New York, 
prosecu¬ 
tors say he 
told Nike he 
would reveal 
damaging 
information 


with a youth basketball team 
unless the company paid him 
millions. 

Avenatti denied the charges 
in an interview Tuesday with 
CBS Evening News. He cited un¬ 
named “legal experts,” who he 
said contended that he was “well 
within the line as an aggressive 
attorney.” 

Avenatti’s fame from the Dan¬ 
iels case made him a leading fig¬ 
ure in the anti-Trump movement, 
with relentless cable news appear¬ 
ances, a hard-punching style and 
a knack for obtaining information 
about others’ wrongdoing. 
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Private wells 
at risk from 
Midwest floods 



South Dakota National Guard members deliver drinking water to Native Americans on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota 
on Monday. Floodwaters on the reservation have left many people trapped in their homes. 

Flooding stuns SD reservation 

Many in tribe trapped in homes, lacking water and needed supplies 


By Jim Salter 

Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS — More than 1 million pri¬ 
vate wells that supply drinking water in 
mostly rural parts of the Midwest could 
face the risk of contamination from flood- 
water, posing a health concern that could 
linger long after the flooding subsides. 

M^or flooding along the Missouri and 
Mississippi rivers and several smaller wa¬ 
terways has inundated states in the middle 
of America, from the Canadian border 
south to Kentucky. The National Weather 
Service has warned that with snowmelt in 
northern states only beginning, the threat 
of additional flooding persists well into 
spring. 

The high water and swift current carries 
raw sewage from overburdened treatment 
plants, animal waste and pesticides from 
farm fields, and spilled fuel. 

“Whatever was on the land is in the 
water now,” said Steve May, assistant chief 
of the Missouri Bureau of Environmental 
Epidemiology. 

Contaminated water can carry bacteria 
such as E. coli that can cause gastrointes¬ 
tinal illness, reproductive problems and 
neurological disorders, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven¬ 
tion. Infants, young children, pregnant 
women, elderly people and people with 
compromised immune systems are par¬ 
ticularly vulnerable. 

The National Ground Water Association, 
a trade group for the industry that includes 
well systems, said there are 1.1 million 
private wells in 300 flooded counties in 10 
states: Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri, Kansas, 
Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
South Dakota and Kentucky. 

Stagnant water could linger for days or 
even weeks even as flooding starts to sub¬ 
side in hard-hit areas, raising the risk that 
some of it will get into wells. 

Liesa Lehmann, private-water section 
chief for the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources, said her state has an 
estimated 700,000 to 800,000 private wells. 
The National Ground Water Association 
said the current flood poses a risk to more 
than 280,000 Wisconsin wells, the most in 
any state. 

“Anyone who has a private well within 
a flood plain area of a mgjor river, those 
wells are certainly going to be vulnerable 
to contamination,” Lehmann said. 

Drinking water comes from a variety of 
sources. Some public water supplies use 
rivers, streams, lakes or other bodies of 
water. Others use water from the ground. 

Either way, public water supplies are gov¬ 
ernment-regulated and have safeguards to 
protect against contamination. 


By Blake Nicholson 

Associated Press 

Flooding that has hit parts of the Mid¬ 
west hard has nearly paralyzed an Ameri¬ 
can Indian reservation in southern South 
Dakota, swamping roads, trapping people 
in homes and cutting off water supplies to 
thousands. 

The situation on the sprawling Pine 
Ridge Reservation was improving Tues¬ 
day, but two weeks of severe flooding could 
put the Oglala Sioux tribe in recovery mode 
for months, if not longer, and deal a serious 
blow to its economy. President Julian Bear 
Runner said. 

“This is going to have a devastating ef¬ 
fect on us, I feel,” he said. “The tribe is 
utilizing any and all of its resources to try 
to help the communities that have been 
impacted.” 

The prairie reservation is roughly the 
size of Delaware and Rhode Island com¬ 
bined and is home to nearly 20,000 people, 
about half living in poverty, according 
to US. Census Bureau statistics. Heavy 
snowfall and a rapid melt this month led 


This is going to have a 
devastating effect on us, I 
feel.^ 

Julian Bear Runner 

Oglala Sioux tribe president 


to overland flooding, swollen creeks and 
rivers, swamped roads and broken water 
lines. 

“Pine Ridge is like a desert when it comes 
to resources,” said Peri Pourier, a tribal 
member and state representative. “We’re 
using horses to get out to communities that 
are away from the main roads. We have el¬ 
ders out there that are just isolated.” 

Bear Runner, 33, said it’s the worst 
flooding he has seen and that some tribal 
elders say they haven’t seen so much water 
since they were children. He said the tribe 
was still on the “borderline” of emergen¬ 
cy Tuesday with floodwaters receding, 
but many tribal members still don’t have 


easy access “to pharmacies, medication, 
grocery stores, anything to help sustain 
themselves.” 

The tribe estimates as many as 8,000 
people have had water supplies disrupted 
and another 2,000 have been hampered or 
trapped by floodwaters. Three people who 
suffered medical problems died before am¬ 
bulances slowed by floodwaters could get 
to them, the tribe said, though it released 
no other details. 

Gov. Kristi Noem sent National Guard 
soldiers to the reservation over the week¬ 
end to help distribute drinking water after 
floodwaters washed out a rural waterline. 
The state also sent a water rescue team to 
help move some tribal residents from iso¬ 
lated homes. 

The soldiers ended their work Mon¬ 
day after the water line was repaired 
and water service restored. They distrib¬ 
uted about 9,500 gallons of water in seven 
communities. 

The federal Bureau of Indian Affairs also 
has provided manpower and equipment. 
The agency didn’t immediately respond to 
a request for comment on its efforts. 


Federal judge rules NC 20-week abortion ban is unconstitutional 


By Emery P. Dalesio 
Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — A federal 
judge has declared unconsti¬ 
tutional a North Carolina law 
banning women from having 
abortions after the 20th week of 
pregnancy except in an urgent 
medical emergency. 

The decision Monday by US. 
District Judge William Osteen in 
Greensboro gave state legislators 
60 days before his ruling takes ef¬ 


fect to allow them to amend abor¬ 
tion restrictions or appeal his 
ruling to a higher court. 

The US. Supreme Court has 
protected abortion as a constitu¬ 
tional right until a fetus has de¬ 
veloped enough to live outside the 
mother’s womb. The judge noted 
that North Carolina’s own medi¬ 
cal expert conceded that’s almost 
never possible until the 22nd 
week of gestation. 

The law was challenged in 2016 
shortly after lawmakers nar¬ 


rowed abortions after the 20th 
week of gestation so they were al¬ 
lowable only if the mother faces a 
risk of death or serious and irre¬ 
versible harm from some urgent 
medical emergency. 

The 2016 changes also “im¬ 
posed substantial reporting obli¬ 
gations on abortion providers for 
any abortion performed after 16 
weeks, expanded the universe of 
medical facilities from which in¬ 
formation is collected, restricted 
the type of doctor who may per¬ 


form an abortion in the state, 
and lengthened the informed 
consent waiting period from 24 
to 72 hours,” Osteen wrote in his 
ruling. 

The revised law also meant that 
abortions were no longer allowed 
for medical conditions that cause 
gradual health damage, Osteen 
said. 

While North Carolina has not 
prosecuted anyone for an illegal 
abortion in more than 40 years, 
that could change in the future. 


Osteen said. He wrote that the 
state’s “strident defense” of the 
lawsuit as well as a wave of simi¬ 
larly worded laws in Wiscon¬ 
sin, Iowa, Arkansas and other 
states suggests officials haven’t 
disavowed future prosecutions 
under the 20-week ban. 

Some states have gone farther 
this month. Mississippi and Ken¬ 
tucky outlawed most abortions 
once a fetal heartbeat is detected, 
which can be as early as six weeks 
into pregnancy. 
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US now probing colleges in bribery scheme 


By Collin Binkley 

Associated Press 

Eight universities embroiled in a mas¬ 
sive college admission cheating scheme 
are now being investigated by the U.S. 
Education Department. 

Letters sent to the schools Monday and 
obtained by The Associated Press say the 
department is conducting a “preliminary 
investigation” to determine if they violated 
federal laws or rules surrounding the man¬ 
agement of federal student aid. 

A department spokeswoman said the 
agency does not confirm or comment on 
ongoing investigations. 

The inquiry stems from a sweeping 
scheme uncovered by the Justice Depart¬ 
ment in which wealthy parents allegedly 
paid bribes to get their children admitted 


to elite U.S. schools. 

Among more than 30 people charged 
were parents, college sports coaches and 
athletics officials, but the schools have not 
been charged in the case. 

Still, the Education Department’s let¬ 
ter told colleges that the allegations “raise 
questions about whether your institution is 
fully meeting its obligations” under federal 
education laws. 

The letter was sent to the presidents of 
Yale, Wake Forest, Stanford and George¬ 
town universities, along with the Universi¬ 
ty of Southern California; University of San 
Diego; University of Texas, Austin; and the 
University of California, Los Angeles. 

Several schools confirmed that they re¬ 
ceived the letter and said they are work¬ 
ing to provide records and information 
requested by department investigators. 


The University of Southern California 
issued a statement saying it will “fully co¬ 
operate” and will “continue to comply with 
all laws and regulations.” 

Yale President Peter Salovey said he 
received the request “and will respond 
appropriately.” 

The University of Texas, Austin said it is 
working with the department while it also 
conducts its own internal review. 

The letter demands a wide range of in¬ 
formation from colleges, including all 
admissions policies and marketing materi¬ 
als since 2009 and any records produced 
in response to a subpoena from another 
agency. 

It also requests information about any 
employee or student implicated in the 
scheme, including any disciplinary action 
taken against employees, and student ap¬ 


plications, letters of reference, exam scores 
and records indicating if they received fed¬ 
eral student aid. 

“Please provide the institution’s internal 
control policies and procedures pertaining 
to any audits or compliance reviews on the 
admission of students recruited for athletic 
teams at the institution since January 1, 
2009,” the letter said. 

It reminds schools that to receive federal 
student aid, they’re required to establish 
procedures to manage it properly. They’re 
also required to report any “credible” evi¬ 
dence of fraud. Schools found to have com¬ 
mitted “substantial misrepresentation” 
can have their access to federal student aid 
limited or revoked entirely. 

The letter warns that those penalties 
apply to statements “made directly or indi¬ 
rectly to prospective students.” 


Heiress hoax scores woman 
celebrity treatment, charges 


By Michael R. Sisak 

Associated Press 



Vice President Mike Pence, left, speaks with museum docents at the U.S. Space and 
Rocket Center in Huntsville, Ala., on Tuesday. 

Pence sets 5-year timetable 
to return astronauts to moon 

By Marcia Dunn 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Anna Sorokin trav¬ 
eled in celebrity circles and tossed $100 
tips — all the more reason to believe she 
was the German heiress she said she was. 
But behind the jet-set lifestyle and pricey 
clothes, prosecutors say, was a fraudster 
who bilked friends, banks and hotels for a 
taste of the high life. 

Sorokin, 28, lived in luxury New York 
hotel rooms she couldn’t afford, promised 
a friend an all-expenses paid trip to Mo¬ 
rocco and then stuck her with the $62,000 
bill, and peddled bogus bank statements in 
a quest for a $22 million loan, the Manhat¬ 
tan District Attorney’s office alleges. 

On Wednesday, the one-time darling of 
the Big Apple social scene is scheduled 
to stand trial on grand larceny and theft 
of services charges alleging she swindled 
$275,000 in a 10-month odyssey that saw 
her jetting to Omaha and Marrakesh be¬ 
fore landing in a cell at Rikers Island. 

“Her overall scheme has been to claim to 
be a wealthy German heiress with approx¬ 
imately $60 million in funds being held 
abroad,” prosecutor Catherine McCaw 
said after Sorokin’s October 2017 arrest. 
“She’s born in Russia and has not a cent to 
her name as far as we can determine.” 

Sorokin’s lawyer, Todd Spodek, did not 
respond to a telephone message left Tues¬ 
day. At a hearing last month, he said that 
Sorokin is “presumed innocent and never 
intended to commit a larceny.” 



AP 


Anna Sorokin, shown in court on grand 
larceny charges in October, was due back 
in court Wednesday to stand trial on more 
charges. 


Sorokin, jailed since her arrest, faces 
deportation to Germany regardless of the 
outcome of the trial because authorities 
say she overstayed her visa. 

Her story, however, may stick around. 
Shonda Rhimes, the force behind “Grey’s 
Anatomy” and “Scandal,” has announced 
she is creating a television series about So¬ 
rokin, whose Instagram bio says: “soon on 
Netflix.” 

Sorokin arrived in the world of cham¬ 
pagne wishes and caviar dreams in 2016 
with a new name (Anna Delvey) and a 
wardrobe to match (Celine sunglasses, 
Gucci sandals). She made a show of prov¬ 
ing she belonged, but she gave varying 
accounts for the source of her wealth, ac¬ 
cording to people who knew her. 

At different times, they said, she’d claim 
her father was a diplomat, an oil baron or 
a solar panel tycoon. In reality, her father 
told New York magazine, he’s a former 
trucker who runs a heating-and-cooling 
business. 

At first, people around Sorokin didn’t see 
a red flag when she asked them to put cabs 
and plane fares on their credit cards — she 
sometimes said she had trouble moving 
her assets from Europe, they said — and 
they laughed it off as forgetfulness when 
they had to hound her to pay them back. 

“It was a magic trick,” Rachel Williams, 
the friend from the Morocco trip, wrote in 
Vanity Fair. “I’m embarrassed to say that I 
was one of the props, and the audience, too. 
Anna’s was a beautiful dream of New York, 
like one of those nights that never seems to 
end. And then the bill arrives.” 

As she ingratiated herself to the New 
York party scene, prosecutors said, So¬ 
rokin started talking up plans to spend 
tens of millions of dollars building a pri¬ 
vate arts club. Sorokin kept up the heiress 
ruse as she went looking for a $22 million 
loan for the club in November 2016, pros¬ 
ecutors said. She claimed the loan would 
be secured by a letter of credit from UBS 
in Switzerland and showed statements pur¬ 
porting to substantiate her assets, accord¬ 
ing to an outline of the charges. 

Broke and facing a big bill at a midtown 
Manhattan hotel in July 2017, Sorokin 
pleaded with a police officer that a bailout 
was on the way, prosecutors said. 

“I have no money and no credit cards. 
I’m waiting for my aunt from Germany. 
She’s going to pay,” Sorokin said, accord¬ 
ing to court documents. 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — Vice Pres¬ 
ident Mike Pence on Tuesday called for 
landing astronauts on the moon within five 
years, an accelerated pace that would aim 
to put Americans on the lunar south pole. 

Pence said NASA needs to achieve that 
goal “by any means necessary.” Speaking 
at a meeting of the National Space Council 
in Huntsville, Ala., he said NASA rockets 
and lunar landers will be replaced by pri¬ 
vate craft, if required. 

“It’s time to redouble our effort,” he said. 
“It can happen, but it will not happen un¬ 
less we increase the pace.” 

Now, the earliest possible landing on the 
moon by NASA isn’t until 2028, Pence said. 
He acknowledged talent — and money — 
will be necessary to pull it off earlier. 

Pence warned that if NASA can’t put 
astronauts on the moon by 2024, “we need 
to change the organization, not the mis¬ 
sion.” The space agency must transform 
into a leaner, more accountable and more 
agile organization, and must adopt an “all- 
hands-on-deck approach,” he said. 


NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine 
assured Pence that NASA will do every¬ 
thing possible to meet the deadline. Some 
outside experts were skeptical of the new 
timeline. 

“I will be astonished if this happens,” 
said Jonathan McDowell of the Harvard- 
Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics in 
Cambridge, Mass., noting that a lunar 
lander still needs to be designed, built and 
tested. 

“That is a hard challenge on a five year 
time scale even without political budget in¬ 
fighting,” he wrote in an email. 

This summer marks the 50th anniver¬ 
sary of the first manned moon landing. 
Since Apollo astronauts last walked on 
the moon in 1972, no country has made a 
serious attempt to send humans back to 
the lunar surface. For decades, NASA has 
flip-flopped between the moon and Mars, 
a victim of changing presidential adminis¬ 
trations. More recently. President Barack 
Obama targeted Mars as astronauts’ next 
big destination, while President Donald 
Trump has favored the moon. 














Thursday, March 28,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 15 


WORLD 



Dominic Lipinski/AP 

British lawmaker Boris Johnson arrives on Wednesday at the Houses of Parliament in London, where 
lawmakers were preparing to vote on Brexit altematives. 


UK lawmakers prepare to vote 
on alternatives to Brexit deal 


By Danica Kirka 
AND Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 

LONDON—British lawmakers 
were preparing to vote Wednes¬ 
day on alternatives for leaving 
the European Union as they seek 
to end an impasse following the 
overwhelming defeat of the deal 
negotiated by Prime Minister 
Theresa May. 

The House of Commons sched¬ 
uled a five-hour debate on the 
various alternatives, after which 
lawmakers would be asked to vote 
for all of the options they could ac¬ 
cept. The most popular ideas will 
move to a second vote on Monday 
in hopes of finding one option that 
can command a m^ority. 

The debate comes two days 
after lawmakers took control of 
the parliamentary agenda away 
from the government amid con¬ 
cern May was unwilling to com¬ 
promise. The prime minister has 
said she will consider the outcome 
of the “indicative votes,” though 
she has refused to be bound by 
the result. 

Lawmakers have submitted 
16 different options for consid¬ 
eration, though Speaker John 
Bercow is expected to whittle 
the number down to about half a 
dozen before debate begins. The 


proposals include leaving the EU 
without a deal, remaining in the 
bloc’s single market and customs 
union, and holding a new referen¬ 
dum on Britain’s membership in 
the bloc. 

The government still hopes to 
bring the divorce deal that May 
struck with the EU back for an¬ 
other vote in the House of Com¬ 
mons if it could win over enough 
opponents to ensure passage. 
Lawmakers rejected the deal by 
230 votes in January and again by 
149 votes earlier this month, pri¬ 
marily because of concerns about 
the Northern Ireland border. 

House of Commons leader An¬ 
drea Leadsom told the BBC there 
is a “real possibility” the unpopu¬ 
lar agreement will be considered 
again on Thursday or Friday. 

“We’re completely determined 
to make sure that we can get 
enough support to bring it back,” 
Leadsom said, adding that the 
deal is the only way to guarantee 
Britain leaves the EU. 

Some opponents say they may 
now vote for the deal amid fears 
that Parliament’s decision to 
take control of the process will 
lead to Brexit being delayed or 
abandoned. 

Lawmaker Jacob Rees-Mogg, 
who has sought a complete break 
from the European Union, says 


May’s deal is still a bad one, but 
“the risk is, if I don’t back it, we 
don’t leave the EU at all.” 

“I don’t begin to pretend this 
is a good deal or this is a good 
choice. I think that we should 
have been leaving at 11 o’clock on 
Friday,” he told the BBC, refer¬ 
ring to Britain’s scheduled exit 
day. “I think we have got to the 
point where legally leaving is bet¬ 
ter than not leaving at all. Half a 
loaf is better than no bread.” 

But Rees-Mogg said he won’t 
back the deal unless Northern 
Ireland’s Democratic Unionist 
Party decides to vote for it. The 
DUP, which has 10 seats in the 
House of Commons, said Tues¬ 
day that it still wasn’t prepared to 
support the “toxic” deal. 

Almost three years after Brit¬ 
ons voted to leave the EU, the 
date and terms of its departure 
are up in the air. Last week, the 
EU granted Britain a delay to 
the scheduled March 29 exit 
date, saying that if Parliament 
approved the proposed divorce 
deal, the U.K. would leave the 
EU on May 22. If not, the govern¬ 
ment has until April 12 to tell the 
27 remaining EU countries what 
it plans to do — leave without a 
deal, cancel Brexit or propose a 
radically new path. 


1st cholera cases confirmed in Mozambican city 


By Nqobile Ntshangase 
Associated Press 

BEIRA, Mozambique — The 
first cases of cholera have been 
confirmed in the cyclone-rav¬ 
aged city of Beira, Mozambi¬ 
can authorities announced on 
Wednesday, raising the stakes in 
an already desperate fight to help 
hundreds of thousands of people 
sheltering in increasingly squalid 
conditions. 

The five cholera cases were 


confirmed in Munhava, one of 
the poorest neighborhoods in the 
hard-hit port city, the national di¬ 
rector of medical assistance, Us- 
sene Isse, told reporters. The city 
of some 500,000 people is still 
struggling to provide clean water 
and sanitation after Cyclone Idai 
roared in on March 14. 

Cholera is a m^or concern for 
cyclone survivors now living in 
crowded camps, schools, church¬ 
es and any land exposed by the 
still-draining floodwaters. The 


disease is spread by contaminated 
food and water, causes acute diar¬ 
rhea and can kill within hours if 
not treated with oral rehydration 
solution or intravenous fluids in 
severe cases. 

The World Health Organiza¬ 
tion has warned of a “second di¬ 
saster” if waterborne diseases 
like cholera spread in the devas¬ 
tated region. On Tuesday it said 
900,000 oral cholera vaccines 
were expected to arrive later this 
week. 


Calm appears 
to hold in Gaza 


Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — An unofficial 
cease-fire appeared to be holding 
Wednesday between Israel and 
Gaza’s Hamas rulers despite lim¬ 
ited exchanges of fire. 

Schools reopened in southern 
Israel and residents resumed 
their daily routines after a few 
overnight rocket attacks from 
Gaza that set off air-raid sirens, 
breaking a daylong lull. The Is¬ 
raeli military struck back against 
additional Hamas targets but 
there were no reports of casual¬ 
ties on either side. 

Both Israel and Hamas ap¬ 
peared ready to step back from the 
brink of a full-fledged confronta¬ 
tion. But violence could erupt 
again this weekend, when large- 
scale protests are expected along 
the Israel-Gaza frontier marking 
the anniversary of weekly rallies 
in which nearly 200 Palestinians 
have been killed by Israeli fire. 

The Israeli military bolstered 
its forces along the Gaza frontier 
in advance. 

Israel and Hamas have fought 
three wars and dozens of skir¬ 
mishes since the Islamic militant 
group seized control of Gaza in 
2007. The latest round was trig¬ 


gered by a Gaza rocket fired 
early Monday that slammed into 
a house in central Israel and 
wounded seven people. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu rushed back to Israel 
from a trip to Washington to deal 
with the crisis. Israel struck back 
hard and hit dozens of targets 
in Gaza, including the office of 
Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh. 
Gaza’s Health Ministry said 
seven Palestinians were wounded 
in the airstrikes. 

Netanyahu faced the difficult 
task of delivering a tough blow to 
Hamas while avoiding protracted 
fighting that could work against 
him in next month’s national elec¬ 
tions. He has come under heavy 
criticism from both allies and 
opponents for what they say has 
been a failure to contain Gaza 
militants. 

He has conducted indirect 
cease-fire talks through Egyp¬ 
tian mediators in recent months, 
and even allowed the delivery of 
millions of dollars of Qatari aid to 
Hamas to ease harsh conditions 
in the territory, which has been 
under an Israeli-Egyptian block¬ 
ade since Hamas seized power in 
2007. 



Ariel Schalit/AP 


Israeli soldiers work at a gathering area near the Israel-Gaza border 
in southern Israel on Tuesday amid heightened tensions. 


Portugal goes on alert for 
wildfires amid hot, dry spell 


Associated Press 

LISBON, Portugal — Authori¬ 
ties in Portugal have placed the 
country on high alert for wildfires 
amid a prolonged dry spell and 
unseasonably high temperatures. 

The government announced 
a civil protection alert from 
Wednesday through Sunday be¬ 
cause of “a significant worsening 
of the wildfire risk.” 

The alert means exceptional 
measures are being enacted, 
including more firefighters on 
standby and a ban on burning cut 


vegetation. 

The move comes after many 
weeks of almost no rain. A typi¬ 
cally dry easterly wind from 
Spain is also forecast to blow 
strongly in coming days. 

Authorities say the southern Al¬ 
garve region, where forested hills 
look down on some of Europe’s 
most popular vacation beaches, is 
especially at risk. 

More than 100 people died in 
Portuguese wildfires in 2017. 
None died last year after the 
government took exceptional 
measures. 
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III orca improving; 
researchers optimistic 

SEATTLE — Sev- 
eral months after re¬ 
searchers feared the worst for 
an ailing Puget Sound orca, the 
whale known as J7 was spotted in 
an improved condition. 

KING-TV reported whale re¬ 
searchers with the Center for 
Whale Research observed the 42- 
year-old orca swimming with the 
J Pod in the northern Haro Strait 
on Friday. 

In a Monday update, the team 
said her condition appeared to 
have improved since her last 
sighting around the beginning of 
the year. However, the team said 
her breath was awful and that 
they remain cautiously optimistic 
that she will survive. 

Police: Man drove on 
campus without pants 

ROCK HILL—A South 
Carolina man was ar¬ 
rested after police said he was 
driving around a college campus 
without pants on. 

Winthrop University police Lt. 
Charles Yearta told The State 
that David Nathaniel Atkinson, 
23, was arrested Saturday and 
charged with indecent exposure. 

Yearta said two students look¬ 
ing out the window of their dorm 
before 8 p.m. saw a man without 
pants in a car. 

Yearta said Atkinson isn’t a 
student at Winthrop University 
and has no known affiliation with 
the school in Rock Hill. 

The newspaper reported that 
Atkinson was previously con¬ 
victed of indecent exposure in 
December 2016 in Alamance 
County, N.C. 

Man charged with 
DUI for sixth time 

LEWES — Delaware 
State Police charged a 
man with driving under the influ¬ 
ence of alcohol for the sixth time. 
Police said troopers arrested 
John Trala, 63, of Lewes after re¬ 
sponding to a car accident. 

Police said the troopers detect¬ 
ed an odor of alcohol while speak¬ 
ing with Trala. He was taken into 
custody without incident. 

Police said a computer check 
revealed that Trala had five pre¬ 
vious DUI convictions. 

In addition to the DUI charge, 
Trala was charged with following 
a motor vehicle too closely. 

Dog owner fatally 
mauled at vet clinic 

T’y IRVING — Police said 
I Vv a Dallas-area woman 
was mauled to death by her two 
pit bulls as she tried to feed them 
at a veterinary clinic where the 
dogs were in quarantine for a 
prior attack. 

Irving police said Johana Vil- 
lafane, 33, of Irving was pro¬ 
nounced dead Saturday at a 
Dallas hospital. 

A police statement said Villa- 
fane was at the clinic Saturday 
morning to feed the dogs and 
was in an exercise area when she 
was attacked. Medical personnel 
weren’t immediately able to reach 



Mark Rogers, Odessa (Texas) American/AP 


It takes two to change these bulbs 

Odessa Parks and Recreation employees Randall Anderson and Edward Jumamoy replace the burned- 
out or broken light bulbs around the athletic fields at UTPB Park in Odessa, Texas, on Monday. 
Anderson said that they are replacing approximately 75 1,500-watt nickel halide bulbs. 


the victim, due to the aggressive 
dogs until a police officer shot 
and killed both animals. 

Cat video test shows 
claws for a cause 

PORTLAND — It’s 
I w I b lights, camera, meow 
for a video festival that shows 
claws for a cause. 

The Portland Museum of Art 
is billing Cat Video Fest 2019 as 
“a compilation reel of the latest 
and best cat videos” culled from 
unique submissions, sourced 
animations, music videos and, 
of course, “classic internet 
powerhouses.” 

Organizers said the museum is 
working with the Animal Refuge 
League of Greater Portland on the 
furry film festival, which appears 
only in theaters and is designed to 
raise money for needy cats. 


Poisonous toads infest 
suburban neighborhood 

PI PALM BEACH GAR- 
r L DENS — A Florida sub¬ 
urb is being plagued by thousands 
of poisonous toads. 

Experts say the amphibians are 
bufo toads, also known as cane 
toads. Residents in the infested 
Palm Beach Gardens neighbor¬ 
hood worry toxins secreted by 
the toads will harm their pets and 
children. 

News stations broadcast imag¬ 
es of the small toads clogging pool 
filters, hopping en masse across 
driveways and sidewalks and hid¬ 
ing in landscaped lawns. 

Mark Holladay, of the pest re¬ 
moval service Toad Busters, told 
WPTV that recent rains coupled 
with warm temperatures sent 
the amphibians into a breeding 
cycle. 


Man in subway attack 
says he was threatened 

ly Y NEW YORK — The 
1 ^ 1 man facing an assault 
charge in connection with an at¬ 
tack on a homeless woman on 
a New York City subway train 
claims she threatened him with 
a knife. 

The New York Post reported 
the court-appointed attorney 
for Marc Gomez, 36, made the 
claims at his arraignment Sunday 
in Bronx Criminal Court. 

Gomez, of Yonkers, N.Y, was 
arrested Saturday in the March 
10 encounter, which was caught 
on video showing the 78-year-old 
woman being punched and kicked 
on a Bronx train around 3 a.m. 
She was treated for cuts, bleeding 
and swelling. 

Attorney Steven Mechanic said 
his client insists she threatened to 
stab him. 


THE CENSUS 


^ The amount 
UT ^ U MM an anonymous 
Vm customer left 
MM as a tip on a 
$48 bill at a 
Maine restaurant. Silver Street Tavern 
waitress Samantha Clark said the cou¬ 
ple, who asked to remain anonymous, 
were friendly and easy to wait on. The 
Waterville Morning-Sentinel reported 
the man later asked to speak with a 
manager and Clark said she feared he 
had a complaint. Clark said she later 
learned the customer had left the large 
tip and instructed the manager to split 
it among the staff. 



Nude bike ride changed 
to a warmer time 

nA PHILADELPHIA 
Wi r\ — Naked bicyclists say 
they were so cold riding around 
Philadelphia last September that 
this year they’ll do it in August. 

Organizers of the annual Philly 
Naked Bike Ride said they’ve 
“ridden in chilly weather” the 
last two Septembers so this time 
they’ll saddle up Aug. 24 and 
“hope it’s a scorcher!” 

The nude ride was on Sept. 
8 last year and Sept. 9 the year 
before that, with temperatures 
reaching only about 70 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

Participants in the ride can go 
as bare as they dare. 

Nails stuck in oranges, 
cardboard left on road 

ly U PELHAM — Police in 
Pelham said someone 
stuck nails in pieces of cardboard 
and in oranges and left them on 
a road, where at least two drivers 
reported flat tires. 

Police are asking the public’s 
help in finding whoever put the 
nails out. The drivers hit the nails 
on Nashua Road early Monday. 

WMUR-TV reported whoever 
is responsible could face criminal 
mischief charges. 

Crews work for 7 hours 
to rescue man in silo 

I ly INDIANAPOLIS — 
11^ Crews from several fire 
departments worked for more 
than seven hours to rescue a 
worker trapped inside a silo con¬ 
taining gravel in Indianapolis. 

The Indianapolis Fire Depart¬ 
ment responded shortly after 
midday Tuesday to reports of a 
possible trapped worker at Mile¬ 
stone Contractors and learned 
that Billy Joe Walls, 34, was stuck 
inside. He had been lowered 
inside the silo to take measure¬ 
ments and unexpectedly sank 
into the gravel. 

Walls was attached to a cable, 
but he couldn’t be pulled out. Res¬ 
cuers used a vacuum truck to re¬ 
move some gravel and eventually 
hoisted him to safety. 

From wire reports 
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Brisk breakout 

With ‘Black Panther’ and now ‘Us,’ Winston Duke is on a roll 


By Lindsey Bahr 

Associated Press 

W inston Duke went from relative ob¬ 
scurity to being a household name 
with his first film and he wasn’t 
even the lead — or second or third 
performer listed, for that matter. That the first 
film in question was “Black Panther” didn’t hurt, 
but that Duke still managed to stand out as rival 
Wakandan leader M’Baku amid such star power 
and spectacle is all the more impressive. 

But how do you follow that kind of breakout? 
For Duke, it meant looking for something com¬ 
pletely different. The Tobago-born, U.S.-raised 
Yale master of fine arts grad had been toiling in 
television for years to get this sort of chance, and 
he was not going to allow anyone to pigeonhole 
him. 

“It was absolutely nothing but potential at that 
point,” Duke, 32, said of his raised profile fol¬ 
lowing “Black Panther.” “I was really itching for 
another job. I wanted something that would test 
me but not be the same as how I was represented 
in ‘Black Panther.’ ... I know the propensity for 
^saying, ‘Oh he’s this kind of action guy. He’s this 
one thing.’” 

That’s when he read the script for “Us,” Jor¬ 
dan Peele’s follow-up to “Get Out,” about a fam¬ 
ily who encounters murderous doppelgangers, 
and he knew it was the perfect fit. 

“I said, ‘Oh my goodness, this is everything,”’ 
Duke said. 

It wasn’t just that he’d be getting to show a dif¬ 
ferent side of himself as an actor. He’d actually 
be playing two roles, the all-American every-dad 
Gabe Wilson and his doppelganger, Abraham. 
Plus, he’d be getting to work with Peele, who was 
hot off of “Get Out.” 

“Winston was on this perfect level,” Peele said. 
“He was by no means an unknown actor, but the 
range that he has was untapped, at least in how 
we knew him. That presented this opportunity 
to continue to break his talent on the world in a 
perfect way.” 

The challenge of playing two roles got Duke’s 
mind spinning about big themes of privilege, du¬ 
ality, the patriarchy and America. 

“Gabe is the perfect product of the American 
dream. He probably believes that if you work 
hard enough you can get anything. You can pull 


yourself up by your bootstraps and work hard. 
He’s that guy,” Duke said. “Abraham is the 
American nightmare.” 

Duke is a formidable presence on screen and 
off, clocking in at around 6 feet, 5 inches tall. 
That physicality helped inform both the brute 
intimidation of playing someone like Abraham 
and the comedic side of Gabe, although Peele 
said sometimes that came unintentionally. 

“There are some laughs 
where he’s being himself and 
I don’t think he realized how 
funny it was,” Peele said. 
“Best example is when he gets 
into this little bed in one scene 
and it lasts about 30 seconds 
of him just getting ready, he 
thinks he’s going to get some. 
And the first time he did it I 
was just cracking up. The bed 
was creaking and he’s way 
too big for it. I don’t think he 
was trying to be funny, but I’m 
like, ‘Dude, this is the best, do 
it even longer. Do it more.’ ” 
The ride has been over¬ 
whelming for Duke at times. 
In April, he’ll reprise his 
“Black Panther” role in 
“Avengers: Endgame,” and 
he’s also wrapped the Peter 
Berg film “Wonderland” in 
which he stars opposite Mark 
Wahlberg. 

“It’s been a lot, a lot of things 
changing. Almost every inter¬ 
action is changing and it’s happening so fast,” 
Duke said. “I kind of just saw ‘Black Panther,’ 
in my opinion, for the first time three weeks 
ago as a fan. I watched it on a plane, on some¬ 
one else’s screen in front of me on mute, and I 
of course knew all the lines. And watching it on 
mute, mouthing all the lines, I thought, ‘This is a 
really good movie.’ I finally got to watch it again 
the way I would as just any other non-participant 
and it was great. I don’t get to consume the mov¬ 
ies I’m in in the same way. 

“It’s been really a joy,” he added. “It’s been 
taxing at times, but it’s good to remain grounded 
and remember why you’re doing it.” 



Khalid, Carlile, Clarkson among many performers at ACMs 


Associated Press 

The ACM Awards on April 7 will feature 
collaborations between pop star Khalid 
and Kane Brown, three-time Grammy- 
winner Brandi Carlile with Dierks Bent¬ 
ley and pop star Kelly Clarkson pulling 
double-duty with performances with both 
Jason Aldean and Dan + Shay. 

The awards show, airing on AFN-Atlan- 
tic and AFN-Pacific, also is bringing back 
its flashback performance slots, this time 
with upcoming Country Music Hall of 
Fame inductees Brooks & Dunn and new 
male artist winner Luke Combs, who sing 
together on Brooks & Dunn’s upcoming 
duets album “Reboot.” Miranda Lambert, 
the ACMs’ most awarded artist with 32 
wins, will perform with 24-time ACM win¬ 
ner George Strait, as well as sing a medley 
of her own hits. 

Eric Church will perform with new fe- 



Pop star Khalid, left, will perform with 
Kane Brown at the Academy of Country 
Music Awards on April 7 in Las Vegas. 
Dierks Bentley, center, will team up with 
Americana artist Brandi Carlile, right. 

male artist winner Ashley McBryde, while 
Aldean, who is receiving the ACM Artist of 
the Decade award, also will perform with 
Florida Georgia Line. Maren Morris will 
perform with Brothers Osborne. 

Reba McEntire, who is set to host the 
awards show from Las Vegas, also will per¬ 
form, as will Little Big Town, Chris Staple- 
ton, Thomas Rhett and newly announced 
group of the year winners LANCO. 


Stapleton and Dan + Shay lead the nomi¬ 
nations with six each. 

Dancy joins wife Danes 
on final season of ‘Homeland’ 

Showtime announced Tuesday that 
Hugh Dancy has signed on as a recurring 
character in the upcoming eighth and final 
season of “Homeland,” which stars Claire 
Danes, his wife of eight years. 

Dancy will play a political consultant 
hired by the White House specializing in 
foreign policy. He’s described as an adver¬ 
sary to Mandy Patinkin’s character, who 
serves as National Security Adviser. 

Danes’ portrayal of a bipolar CIA agent 
obsessed with her job has earned her two 
Emmys and two Golden Globe awards. 
The series also has won a Golden Globe for 
best drama television series. 


Avicii’s family to launch 
foundation in his memory 

The family of the Grammy-nominated 
Swedish electronic dance DJ Avicii is 
launching a foundation in his memory. 

The international pop star, whose name 
was Tim Bergling, died in Muscat, Oman, 
on April 20. He was 28. Police said there 
was no evidence of foul play. 

His family announced Tuesday that the 
Tim Bergling Foundation will initially 
focus on supporting people and organiza¬ 
tions in the field of mental illness and sui¬ 
cide prevention. 

It also will be active in climate change, 
nature conservation and endangered 
species. 

The international pop star landed on 
US. radio with his country-dance mashup 
“Wake Me Up” in 2013. 
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A new podcast from the unique perspective only 
Stars and Stripes can provide. 

Explore the culture, history, myths and facts of Private Military 
Contracting and the new reality of modern warfare. 


This month on Force for Hire 
Blackwater, the myth, the fact, the standard 

Blackwater gained a foothold in the public psyche so 
strong that the corporation remains synonymous with 
private military contracting. 

Insight: Adam Gonzales 

An in-depth look at the combat veteran who founded an 
online source for veterans to find employers looking for 
private contractors. 


Listen Now on 

® AppStore | ^ Gfoogleplay ^ | ii|ii|i | "I 
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By Jonathan Blanks 
Special to The Washington Post 

W ithin one week of the horri¬ 
fying massacre of 50 people 
at mosques in Christchurch, 
New Zealand, Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern announced a national ban 
on “military-style semi-automatics” and 
“assault rifles” that would include a man¬ 
datory buyback for current owners of those 
weapons. American gun control advocates 
and Democratic politicians praised the 
move, denouncing the presence of “weap¬ 
ons of war” in civilian hands. 

Reasonable people can disagree as to 
whether semiautomatic rifles such as the 
AR-15 should be banned or restricted; some 
farmers may use them to keep predators 
away from livestock, though it’s also true 
that they are simply fun to shoot. But “mili¬ 
tary-style” is a cosmetic description with 
no real meaning. This distinction isn’t just 
semantic “gunsplaining.” This rhetoric is a 
kind of fear-mongering that takes attention 
away from the policies that would be most 
effective at preventing gun deaths. 

Some basic knowledge is necessary to 
craft sound policy. The AR-15 is a semiau¬ 
tomatic rifle, meaning most simply that one 
trigger pull results in one bullet fired and 
also sets the gun up to fire the next round. 
(Many handguns are also semiautomatic.) 

A rifle used in the military, such as the 
M4 carbine, has a fully automatic function, 
meaning that one trigger pull will release 
successive rounds until the shooter releas¬ 
es the trigger or the magazine is emptied. 
The AR-15-style semiautomatic rifle (“AR” 
is the branding for Armalite, the original 
manufacturer, but the rifle and its inter¬ 
changeable parts are now made by many 
companies) is among the most popular 
rifles owned privately in the United States. 
Automatic rifles are considered machine 


By Dorothy R. Novick 

Special to The Washington Post 

T he news that two survivors of the 
school shooting in Parkland, Fla., 
have taken their own lives, one 
year after a normal day turned 
into a violent massacre, is staggering. So, 
too, is the news that Jeremy Richman, fa¬ 
ther of one of the first-graders killed in the 
2012 massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School, died by apparent suicide. 

We will never know the extent to which 
the unimaginable trauma of the school 
shootings contributed to these suicides. 
But stories such as these remind us that 
trauma has far-reaching and devastating 
effects. It reminds us that the victims are 
not only the deceased but also the survi¬ 
vors. And not only the deceased and the 
survivors, but also each member of their 
families. And not only each member of 
their families, but also every person who 
loves each member of their families. And 
soon. 

In children, the effects of trauma are 
magnified. As a pediatrician, I care for 
countless children who have come face-to- 
face with life-threatening violence. Many 
have witnessed domestic abuse. Many 
have witnessed shootings in their com¬ 
munities. Many have lost loved ones. As I 
care for them, I bear witness to their pen¬ 
etrating wounds. I see the profound ways 
that trauma affects them over the course 
of their lives. 

Groundbreaking neuro-biologic re¬ 
search over the past two decades has de¬ 
tailed the unique ways that trauma affects 
the developing child. Studies show that the 
“fight or flight” response, while protective 
in certain situations, can be toxic to chil- 


guns under the National Firearms Act. 
While such firearms made before 1986 
are not technically banned, they are rare 
outside of specialty gun ranges, Hollywood 
studios and high-end collections because 
they are strictly regulated and prohibitive¬ 
ly expensive for most people. 

Unfortunately, gun control advocates 
have used the appearance of semiautomat¬ 
ic rifles, which some people find menac¬ 
ing, to exaggerate the dangers the general 
public faces from their existence. Far more 
important than the cosmetic similarities 
and technical differences among firearms 
are which weapons actually are used in the 
m^ority of gun deaths and victimizations. 

About two-thirds of gun deaths every 
year in the United States are suicides, 
making up about half of all U.S. suicides. 
A relatively small number of people are 
killed in accidents, but the bulk of the 
remaining homicides stem from urban 
street-level shootings and domestic vio¬ 
lence. The overwhelming majority of all 
these deaths — suicides, accidents and ho¬ 
micides — are perpetrated with handguns. 
Mass shootings, while they may grab head¬ 
lines for days or weeks at a time, make up 
a small fraction of gun deaths every year. 
Even in those high-profile tragedies, how¬ 
ever, handguns are far more common than 
semiautomatic rifles. 

These statistics might encourage politi¬ 
cians to focus on smarter urban policies, 
suicide prevention and better ways to keep 
firearms out of the hands of abusers to fur¬ 
ther the downward trend of gun deaths. 
But instead, the politics of fear — particu¬ 
larly around the rare but high-profile mass 
shootings — drives much of the gun debate. 
A comprehensive ban on semiautomatic 
weapons — rifles and handguns — is far 
beyond what most gun control advocates 
are proposing, in part because it is a politi¬ 
cal nonstarter that would not pass consti¬ 


dren if intense or prolonged. It can lead to 
alterations in the immune and endocrine 
systems and in the architecture of the de¬ 
veloping brain. These changes are strong¬ 
ly associated with long-term psychological 
problems such as depression, anxiety and 
addiction. And with suicidal ideation. 

Not surprisingly, there is a dose-response 
curve: The more intense or prolonged the 
traumatic experience, the more significant 
the effects. And to make matters worse, the 
stress response itself often becomes over- 
active, creating a self-perpetuating cycle. 

This is how unadulterated fear and help¬ 
lessness can permanently scar children. 
When one moment they are sitting in class, 
focusing on everyday questions such as 
homework and whether basketball prac¬ 
tice will be canceled and the next moment 
they are witnessing bloody carnage and 
their best friends are being torn to shreds, 
they are forever changed. 

According to an in-depth investiga¬ 
tion by The Washington Post, more than 
187,000 children have been present at 
school during a shooting since 1999. This 
includes not only mass shootings but the 
far more common targeted, individual at¬ 
tacks. Some refer to children who have 
witnessed school shootings as the “silent 
victims.” Their pain can be intense and se¬ 
vere. For each child who takes his or her 
own life, countless others are suffering. 

Therapies help enormously. Support from 
loved ones, grief counseling and teen sup¬ 
port groups help enormously. But nothing 
can take away what has been seen, heard 
and lost. Nothing can return a child’s mind, 
heart and body to their original states. 

And that is why we must focus on 
prevention. 

Many have promoted arming teachers 


tutional muster in the United States. The 
ban Ardern has proposed wouldn’t limit 
semiautomatic handguns either. 

Indeed, the fear-driven policymaking 
has spilled over into school safety. Many 
schools use armed school resource offi¬ 
cers, often on-duty police officers assigned 
to the schools. Those officers make student 
arrest more likely and sometimes result 
in violent takedowns of students. Lock- 
downs and active-shooter drills have led 
to officers firing blank rounds to simulate 
live fire, mock executions of teachers, and 
students tearfully writing out wills while 
hunkered down. There’s little evidence po¬ 
lice officers or active-shooter drills make 
schools any safer, but there is growing evi¬ 
dence that they traumatize the very chil¬ 
dren the schools are trying to protect. 

Despite the horrific tragedies at schools 
in Newtown, Conn., and Parkland, Fla., 
schools are among the safest places for a 
child to be. Last year. The Washington Post 
reported an estimate that the odds of a child 
being fatally shot while at school any given 
day since 1999 was 1 in 614,000,000. Statis¬ 
tically speaking, a child is in more danger 
riding in a car than attending school, but 
we don’t subject students to staged traffic 
collisions in a misguided effort to protect 
them. 

To be fair to gun control advocates, the 
catastrophe of mass shootings and our 
vulnerability to them can be awful to con¬ 
template. Fear is a powerful motivator, but 
it is steering policy in unhelpful and even 
harmful directions. The U.S. can get better 
at reducing gun deaths and gun victimiza¬ 
tions. Our violent crime rates have been 
trending downward for two decades. But 
we need policies that address the far more 
common underlying problems that lead 
people to harm themselves and others. 

Jonathan Blanks is a research associate in the 
Cato Institute’s Project on Criminal Justice. 


and other school personnel to protect stu¬ 
dents from mass shootings. But teachers 
are not trained law enforcement officers. 
And even if we did believe that armed 
teachers could interrupt mass shootings, 
would we believe that losing half as many 
classmates to a bloody massacre would 
have reduced anyone’s trauma at Parkland 
that day? Or would have saved Parkland 
parents from losing their babies last week? 

We must focus on gun violence preven¬ 
tion. Laws that make schools “gun-free” 
zones have been shown to significantly re¬ 
duce gun violence in schools. Conversely, 
90 percent of high fatality gun massacres 
on college campuses have occurred where 
civilian guns were allowed or where there 
were armed personnel present. 

The effects of trauma ripple out from 
each individual in ever-expanding concen¬ 
tric circles — out across towns and cities 
and states and countries, and down through 
generations. New Zealand has banned 
military-style semiautomatic weapons to 
protect citizens from a permanent state 
of irreparable trauma. The time has long 
passed for us to do the same. 

We must protect our children not only 
from dying violent deaths but also from 
witnessing violent deaths. We must save 
not just their generation and all those who 
love them but the next generation and the 
one after that. We must prevent the next 
Columbine, the next Sandy Hook, the next 
Parkland. To do that, we must find a way 
to strengthen our challenge to the National 
Rifle Association’s lobby and keep guns out 
of schools. We must pass common-sense 
gun control laws before the traumatic ef¬ 
fects of gun violence on our children ripple 
any farther. 

Dorothy R. Novick is a pediatrician in Philadeiphia. 


Gun violence inflicts more than bullet wounds 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Apple card looks for bigger consumer bite 


Payment system 
newest draw for 
iPhone customers 

By Rachel Siegel, 
Thomas Heath 
AND Renae Merle 
The Washington Post 

Apple wants its phone in your 
pocket, its TV in your living room, 
its watch on your wrist. 

Now it wants its credit card in 
your wallet. 

The tech giant rolled out flashy 
new services — with a slew of ce¬ 
lebrities on hand — at the “show 
time” event on Monday at its 
Cupertino, Calif, campus. For a 
company that made its name off 
an “all-in-one” desktop computer, 
Apple is forging ahead with an 
“all-in-one” plan to win custom¬ 
ers over: We’ve got it all. No need 
to go anywhere else. 

That now includes paid sub¬ 
scriptions for news, as well as 
video games and an entertain¬ 
ment service. 

But analysts point to another 
debut product as one of the most 
direct ways the company is en¬ 
trenching itself in its customers’ 
(spending) lives: the Apple Card. 

First, some basics. Apple al¬ 
ready rolled out its Apple Pay 
service, which lets shoppers pur¬ 
chase items through their phones 
or watches. The card uses Touch 
ID to reduce fraud, and its sleek 
titanium design doesn’t show any 
numbers or codes. The card is 
backed by Goldman Sachs and 
MasterCard, but Apple said Gold¬ 
man Sachs won’t sell or share 
data with third parties. 

Some analysts yawned at the 
card’s rewards. Apple Card has 



Tony Avelar/AP 


Jennifer Bailey, vice president of Apple Pay, speaks about the Apple Card at the Steve Jobs Theater in 
Cupertino, Calif., during an event to announce new products. 


no annual fees and offers 2 per¬ 
cent cash back on purchases 
made through Apple Pay. Those 
rewards drop to 1 percent if you 
use the physical card instead of 
Apple Pay. 

What’s clear, though, is that the 
card is meant for loyal custom¬ 
ers who wouldn’t flinch over one 
more Apple service in their lives. 

“It ties people further into 
the Apple ecosystem,” said Ivan 
Feinseth of Tigress Financial 
Partners. “It creates a moat 
against customer churn, or chang¬ 
ing to another phone platform.” 

A high-tech credit card fits 
with Apple’s techy customer 
base, Feinseth said. The card can 
be used anywhere MasterCard is 
accepted — and it plays to Mas¬ 
terCard’s branding of itself as a 
technology company rather than 


a financial one. 

For Goldman, the credit card 
fits into the bank’s push into con¬ 
sumer banking. The New York 
powerhouse has spent 150 years 
catering to big businesses and the 
wealthy. But post-financial crisis 
government regulations made 
consumer banking an attractive 
market for Goldman — and a po¬ 
tentially profitable one. 

This will be Goldman’s first 
credit card and could help the 
bank insert itself into the lives of 
Apple customers, analysts have 
said. 

The bank’s chief executive, 
David Solomon, and other Gold¬ 
man executives reportedly at¬ 
tended the Apple announcement. 

Goldman could grow its con- 
sumerlendingbusiness incremen¬ 
tally, but partnering accelerates 


its push into consumer banking 
and gives it a global reach, said 
Ken Leon, director of equity re¬ 
search at the Center for Financial 
Research & Analysis. 

“Credit cards is a different 
game where you need significant 
infrastructure,” Leon said. “Hav- 


MARKET WATCH 


March 26, 2019 


Dow Jones 
industrials 

Nasdaq 

composite 

Standard & 
Poor’s 500 

Russell 

2000 


140.90 

25,657.73 

53.98 

7,691.52 

20.10 

2,818.46 

15.31 

1,528.17 


ing Apple as a partner enables 
Goldman to know there is going 
to be a high flow of transactions.” 

The credit card is part of Apple’s 
strategy to become less reliant on 
the iPhone and more entrenched 
in everyday services, said Logan 
Purk, an analyst at Edward Jones. 
But the card pushes Apple into a 
crowded market. Apple-lovers 
may be some of the card’s early 
adopters. But it will be “a harder 
sell” for people with “established 
credit histories or more lucrative 
cards,” Purk said. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 27).$1.1605 

Dollar buys (March 27).€0.8617 

British pound (March 27).$1.36 

Japanese yen (March 27).93.00 

South Korean won (March 27).1,107.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3223 

Canada (Dollar).1.3421 

China (Yuan) 6 7263 

Denmark (Krone).6.6315 

Egypt (Pound).17.3214 

Euro.$1.1258/0.8883 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8490 

Hungary (Forint).284.41 

Israel (Shekel) 3 6310 

Japan (Yen).110.38 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3037 

Norway (Krone).8.6136 

Philippines (Peso).52.67 

Poland (Zloty) 3 82 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7507 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3549 

South Korea (Won).1,137.09 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9943 

Thailand (Baht).30.88 

Turkey (Lira).5.4060 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate 3 00 

Federal funds market rate.2.40 

3-month bill.2.40 

30-year bond.2.87 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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roUK ARTICLB ABOUT TU£ 
£L£CrOKAL C0LL£&£ WAi 
WPLCP wm mCCURACI£6. 



THE £L£CTOKAL C0LL£&£ 

1$ MOT A FOR-PROFIT, FAKE 
REAL ESTATE TRAiMIMd 
PROGRAM STARTEP BY 
JAMES AMP ll/AMKA MAPISOM 

TO PEFRAUP PEOPLE OUT OF 
THEIR LIFE SAYIMGS. 

AMP HOLLYWOOP ACTORS 

AMP RICH CEQi m NOT 
BRIBE PEOPLE TO GET 

THEIR SPOILEP KIPS INTO : 
THE £L£CTORAL C0LL£6£. i 

CS 


IT VIAS A JOKE. 

n WAS A JOKE. C 


Cii&n} P£0PL£ ALWAY& &£T 
EXTRA-UraPAL WU£.tJ TUGIR 
WORLPt/ICW 16 CUALLCMSCP. 




B 



Tke fiedonJ one’^, 
reVerfieJ I dan 
dkedk tike apartment 
tefore 1 dome in. 


INSECURITY SYSTEM 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Bridge 

5 Dallas hoopster, 
briefly 

8 Untalkative one 

12 Architect 
Saarinen 

13 Inseparable 

14 Reply to 
“Shall we?” 

15 Legal document 

16 Sailor 

17 Privy to 

18 Debriefed 
person? 

20 Crib cry 
22 Enigma 
26 Mudville slugger 

29 “Certainly!” 

30 Half of CIV 

31 Exploits 

32 Goof up 

33 Fine spray 

34 Pickle holder 

35 “— was 
saying ...” 

36 “Olympia” artist 

37 Batting position 

40 Scruff 

41 Help 
45 Eager 
47 Energy 

49 Yon folks 

50 Anti-fur org. 

51 Before 

52 Wheelchair 
access 


53Texter’s sign-off 

54 Last letter in 
London 

55 Garfield’s pal 

DOWN 

1 Stitched 

2 Andean land 

3 Saharan 

4 Observes 

5 Slogan 

6 Santa — winds 

7 Dutch artist 

8 Scale 

9 “Chocolat” 
actress 

10 From — Z 

11 AOL rival 
19 Devious 
21 TV spots 

23 Aleppo’s land 

24 French river 


25 Chanteuse 
Eartha 

26 Stephen King 
pooch 

27 Now, in a memo 

28 Peace 

32 Emilio of “The 
Breakfast Club” 

33 Address for 
Toscanini 

35 Venomous 
viper 

36 Roast VIPs 

38 Tennis star 
Rafael 

39 Identified 

42 “If — a Hammer” 

43 Big rig 

4411k 

45 Suitable 

46 Dog doc 

48 Rage 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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3-28 CRYPTOQUIP 


FN 
FB 
R D 


E LZEKH DN 
JKDPK RD LU 
LZUEJFKC, 


OMFKEPEZU 
ZUBFBREKR 
F R M E B E 


CDDH OZEOJ ZUODZH. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT IS THE TERM 
FOR SOMEONE WHO’S EXAMINING THE LIFE OF 
PRESIDENT GERALD? A FORD EXPLORER. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; Z equals R 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corT 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Tax Assistance 


142 


940 


SCAM 

FADS 

target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 
advertisements. 



D Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 

through an agent using 


(different breeds) for ^ 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC yehicles 


Free Europe-wide delivery 


Travel_1000 


“Spring in Garmisch!** 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

ra 


^^R BLOCKS 

Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

\ 

X help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemons(S)hrblock.com^ 


Free Classifieds! 


Visit Stripes.com for details. I STARSI^STRIPES. 


t 


Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 


Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 




Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I Tournament 

WEST REGIONAL 
At Fargo, N.D. 

First Round 
Friday, March 29 

Denver (22-11-5) vs. Ohio State (20-10-5) 
St. Cloud State (30-5-3) vs. American 
International (22-16-1) 

Championship 
Saturday, March 30 
Denver-Ohio State winner vs. St. Cloud 
State-American International winner 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL 
At Manchester, N.H. 

First Round 
Friday, March 29 

UMass (28-9-0) vs. Harvard (19-10-3) 
Clarkson (26-10-2) vs. Notre Dame (22- 
13-3) 

Championship 
Saturday, March 30 

UMass-Harvard winner vs. Clarkson- 
Notre Dame winner 

EAST REGIONAL 
At Providence, R.l. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 30 
Minnesota State Mankato (32-7-2) vs. 
Providence (22-11-6) 

Northeastern (27-10-1) vs. Cornell (20- 
10-4) 

Championship 
Sunday, March 31 

Minnesota State Mankato-Providence 
winner vs. Northeastern-Cornell winner 

MIDWEST REGIONAL 
First Round 
At Allentown, Pa. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 30 
Minnesota Duluth (25-11-2) vs. Bowl¬ 
ing Green (25-10-5) 

Quinnipiac (25-9-2) vs. Arizona State 
(21-12-1) 

Championship 
Sunday, March 31 

Minnesota Duluth-Bowling Green win¬ 
ner vs. Quinnipiac-Arizona State winner 

FROZEN FOUR 
At Buffalo, N.Y. 

National Semifinals 
Thursday, April 12 

West champion vs. Northeast champion 
East champion vs. Midwest champion 

National Championship 
Saturday, April 13 

Semifinal winners 


College baseball 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Chestnut Hill 4-2, Wilmington (Del.) 3-3 
EMU 8, Shenadoah 4 
Grove City 5-8, Thiel 1-7 
Lyndon St. 1, Lesley 0 
NJ City 7, Baruch 4 
Point Park 8, Chatham 2 
Post (Conn.) 17, Concordia (N.Y.) 6 
Westminster (Pa.) 7, Geneva 2 
SOUTH 

Blue Mountain 11, Mississippi Women 5 
Clemson 8, Charlotte 5 
College of Charleston 11, The Citadel 1 
Georgetown (Ky.) 7, WVU Tech 1 
High Point 10, NC Central 1 
Jacksonville 5, Florida A&M 2 
Loyola (NO) 4-7, Freed-Hardeman 2-2 
Newberry 10, Augusta 9 
Toccoa Falls 5, Point (Ga.) 2 
Transylvania 4, Earlham 1 
MIDWEST 

Baldwin-Wallace 8, Adrian 7 
Carleton 8, Oberlin 6 
Clarke 6, William Penn 4 
Goshen 6, Siena Heights 5 
Hannibal-LaGrange 12, Lincoln (III.) 11 
Hope 14, Calvin 1 

Indiana Wesleyan 9, Mount Vernon 
Nazarene 1 

Lourdes at Indiana Wesleyan, 2, ccd. 
Madonna 12, Cornerstone 7 
Marian (Ind.) 6, St. Francis (Ind.) 4 
MidAm Nazarene 9, 

Milligan at Shawnee St., 2, ppd. 

Minn. St. Mankato 8, Minn.-Crookston 
7,12 innings 

Missouri Valley 10, Park 6 
Morningside 4, Mayville St. 3 

SOUTHWEST 

Jarvis Christian 10, Wayland Baptist 1 
Lyon 8, LSU Shreveport 7 
Manhattan Christian at Oklahoma 
Wesleyan, 2, ccd. 

TCU 6, Texas Rio Grande Valley 2 


Fight schedule 

March 29 

At Chonburi, Thailand, Wanheng 
Menayothin vs. Tatsuya Fukuhara, 12, for 
Menayothin’s WBC strawweight title. 


College basketball 

1 

Pro soccer 

1 

Tennis 


Loyc 

Floridc 


Men’s NIT 

Quarterfinals 
Tuesday, March 26 

Wichita State 73, Indiana 63 
TCU 71, Creighton 58 

Wednesday, March 27 
Lipscomb (27-7) at N.C. State (24-11) 
Colorado (23-12) at Texas (18-16) 

CBI 

Semifinals 

Wednesday, March 27 

Coastal Carolina (17-16) at DePaul (17-15) 
Thursday, March 28 
Loyola Marymount (22-11) at South 

-:J[- (21-13) 

CIT 

Second Round 
Sunday, March 24 

Presbyterian 77, Robert Morris 70 

Monday, March 25 

Texas Southern 94, Texas Rio Grande 
Valley 85 

CSU Bakersfield 70, Southern Utah 67 
Tuesday, March 26 
Hampton 73, Charleston Southern 67 
Green Bay 98, FlU 68 

Quarterfinals 
Tuesday, March 26 
Marshall 83, Presbyterian 66 
Thursday, March 28 
Hampton (18-17) vs. NJIT (22-12) 

Texas Southern (23-13) vs. Louisiana- 
Monroe (19-15) 

Friday, March 29 or Saturday, March 30 

CSU Bakersfield (18-15) vs. Green Bay 
(19-16) 

Men’s NCAA Division II 
Tournament 

Quarterfinals 
At Evansville, Ind. 
Wednesday, March 27 

Nova Southeastern vs. Saint Anselm 
Mercyhurst vs. Northwest Missouri State 


Men’s NAIA Tournament 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 26 

Georgetown (Ky.) 68, Carroll (Mont.) 48 

Women’s NCAA Tournament 

GREENSBORO REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Sunday, March 24 
At Charlotte, N.C. 

South Carolina 72, Florida State 64 
At Iowa City 

Iowa 68, Missouri 52 

Monday, March 25 
At Waco, Texas 

Baylor 102, California 63 
At Raleigh, N.C. 

N.C. State 72, Kentuck_y 57 
Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 30 
At Greensboro, N.C. 

N.C. State (28-5) vs. Iowa (28-6) 

Baylor (33-1) vs. South Carolina (23-9) 

Regional Championship 
Monday, April 1 
At Greensboro, N.C. 

Semifinal winners 

PORTLAND REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Sunday, March 24 
At Starkville, Miss. 

Mississippi State 85, Clemson 61 
At Coral Gables, Fla. 

Arizona State 57, Miami 55 
At Eugene, Ore. 

Oregon 91, Indiana 68 

Monday, March 25 
At Syracuse, N.Y. 

South Dakota State 75, Syracuse 64 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 29 
At Portland, Ore. 

Mississippi State (32-2) vs. Arizona 
State (22-10) 

South Dakota State (28-6) vs. Oregon 
(31-4) 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
At Portland, Ore. 

Semifinal winners 


PGA Tour FedEx Cup leaders 


Through March 2 
Points 

1. Rory Mcliroy 1,348 

2. Xander Schauffele 1,298 

3. Matt Kuchar 1,275 

4. Paul Casey 1,193 

5. Charles Howell III 1,031 

6. Gary Woodland 1,026 

7. Dustin Johnson 972 

8. Justin Thomas 969 

9. Marc Leishman 966 

10. Rickie Fowler 957 

11. Brooks Koepka 876 

12. Phil Mickelson 821 

13. Justin Rose 809 

14. Bryson DeChambeau 772 

15. Keith Mitchell 747 

16. J.B. Holmes 707 

17. Sungjae Im 652 

18. Kevin Tway 651 

19. Patrick Cantlay 648 

20. Jon Rahm 624 

21. Cameron Champ 619 

22. Jim Furyk 608 

23. Lucas Glover 607 

24. Francesco Molinari 603 

25. TonyFinau 579 

26. Adam Scott 577 

27. Adam Long 572 

28. Andrew Putnam 551 

29. Jason Kokrak 550 


Money 

$4,580,008 

$3,530,861 

$3,126,308 

$3,032,473 

$2,454,912 

$2,844,374 

$3,004,052 

$2,438,588 

$2,470,106 

$2,430,167 

$2,614,650 

$2,070,480 

$2,264,269 

$1,977,929 

$1,913,943 

$1,788,641 

$1,633,133 

$1,468,218 

$1,569,277 

$1,632,525 

$1,515,091 

$2,015,940 

$1,494,133 

$1,911,500 

$1,684,882 

$1,605,959 

$1,307,493 

$1,349,344 

$1,318,833 


CHICAGO REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Sunday, March 24 

College Station, Texas 
Texas A&M 78, Marquette 76 

Monday, March 25 
At Notre Dame, Ind. 

Notre Dame 91, Michigan State 63 

At Ames, Iowa 

Missouri State 69, Iowa State 60 

At Stanford, Calif. 

Stanford 72, BYU 63 

Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 30 
At Chicago 

Notre Dame (32-3) vs. Texas A&M (26-7) 
Missouri State (24-9) vs. Stanford (30-4) 

Regional Championship 
Monday, April 1 
At Chicago 
Semifinal winners 

ALBANY REGIONAL 
Second Round 
Sunday, March 24 
At Louisville, Ky. 

Louisville 71, Michigan 50 
At Storrs, Conn. 

UConn 84, Buffalo 72 

Monday, March 25 
At Corvallis, Ore. 

Oregon State 76, Gonzaga 70 
At College Park, Md. 

UCLA 85, Maryland 80 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 29 
At Albany, N.Y. 

UCLA (22-12) vs. UConn (33-2) 

Louisville (31-3) vs. Oregon State (26-7) 
Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
At Albany, N.Y. 

Semifinal winners 

FINAL FOUR 
At Tampa, Fla. 

National Semifinals 
Friday, April 5 

Greensboro winner vs. Portland winner 
Albany winner vs. Chicago winner 

National Championship 
Sunday, April 7 

Semifinal winners 

Women’s NIT 

Third Round 
Tuesday, March 26 

Georgetown 53, Providence 46 
Wednesday, March 27 
Northwestern (18-14) at West Virginia 
(22-10) 

Thursday, March 28 

Western Kentucky (20-14) at Ohio (29-5) 
Butler (23-9) at Cincinnati (23-10) 
Virginia Tech (22-11) at James Madi¬ 
son (27-5) 

TCU (22-10) at Arkansas (22-14) 
Pepperdine (22-11) at Wyoming (24-8) 
Idaho (22-11) at Arizona (20-13) 

WBI 

Quarterfinals 
Monday, March 25 

Appalachian State 83, Marshall 71 
Campbell 70, Tennessee Tech 62 
North Alabama 69, Southern Missis¬ 
sippi 65, OT 

Tuesday, March 26 
North Texas 56, Utah State 54 
Semifinals 

Friday, March 29 or Saturday, March 30 
North Texas vs. North Alabama, TBA 
Saturday, March 30 
Campbell vs. Appalachian State 

Women’s NCAA Division II 
Tournament 

Quarterfinals 
At Columbus, Ohio 
Tuesday, March 26 

Indiana (Pa.) 73, Azusa Pacific 60 
Southwestern Oklahoma State 71, 
Saint Anselm 61 

Drury 91, Nova Southeastern 60 
Lubbock Christian 99, North Georgia 54 
Semifinals 

Wednesday, March 27 

Indiana (Pa.) vs. Southwestern Okla¬ 
homa State 

Drury vs. Lubbock Christian 


30. Jason Day 542 

31. Si Woo Kim 541 

32. Brandt Snedeker 536 

33. Rafa Cabrera Bello 517 

34. Hideki Matsuyama 514 

35. Adam Hadwin 490 

36. Scott Piercy 478 

37. Chez Reavie 466 

38. Patrick Rodgers 454 

39. Ryan Palmer 448 

40. Emiliano Grille 447 

41. Webb Simpson 444 

42. Danny Lee 432 

43. Tommy Fleetwood 426 

44. Chesson Hadley 423 

45. Abraham Ancer 411 

46. Louis Oosthuizen 408 

47. Cameron Smith 400 

48. Bubba Watson 394 

49. Branden Grace 386 

50. Michael Thompson 384 

51. Jhonattan Vegas 382 

52. Ian Poulter 376 

53. Keegan Bradley 374 

54. Billy Horschel 372 

55. Ryan Moore 369 

56. Sung Kang 367 

57. Talor Gooch 364 

58. Sam Ryder 363 

59. Luke List 358 

60. Kiradech Aphibarnrat 355 

61. Martin Trainer 350 

62. Corey Conners 346 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF G 

D.C. United 2 0 1 7 7 

Cincinnati 2 117 7 

Columbus 2 11 7 4 

Toronto FC 2 0 0 6 6 

Montreal 2 10 6 6 

Orlando City 112 5 5 

New York 111 45 

Philadelphia 12 14 5 

New York City FC 0 0 3 3 4 

Atlanta 0 12 2 2 

Chicago 0 2 1 14 

New England 0 3 1 13 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF G 
Los Angeles FC 3 0 1 10 10 

Seattle 3 0 0 9 10 

Houston 2 0 1 7 6 

FC Dallas 2 117 5 

Minnesota United 2 10 6 8 

LA Galaxy 2 10 6 5 

Sporting KC 1114 4 

Real Salt Lake 12 14 3 

Colorado 0 2 2 2 5 

Portland 0 2 1 14: 

Vancouver 030 04 

San Jose 0 3 0 0 2 

Note: Three points for victory, oi 
point for tie. 

Saturday, March 23 
FC Dallas 2, Colorado 1 
Orlando City 1, New York 0 
Philadelphia 3, Columbus 0 
Los Angeles FC 2, Real Salt Lake 1 
Sunday, March 24 
Cincinnati 2, New England 0 
Friday’s game 

New York City FC at Toronto FC 
Saturday’s games 
New York at Chicago 
Minnesota United at New England 
Montreal at Sporting Kansas City 
Los Angeles FC at San Jose 
Atlanta at Columbus 
Philadelphia at Cincinnati 
FC Dallas at Real Salt Lake 
Houston at Colorado 
Seattle at Vancouver 


Pro football 


AAF 


Orlando 
Birmingham 
Atlanta 
Memphi 


6 10 


.857 202 105 
.571 148 124 
.286 79 196 
.286 121 160 


3 0 
5 0 
5 0 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pet PF PA 

San Antonio 5 2 0 .714 152 131 

Arizona 4 3 0 .571 163 138 

San Diego 3 4 0 .429 155 153 

Salt Lake 2 5 0 .286 127 140 

Saturday, March 23 
Orlando 36, Atlanta 6 
San Antonio 19, Salt Lake 15 
Sunday, March 24 
Arizona 32, San Diego 15 
Memphis 31, Birmingham 25, OT 
Saturday’s games 
Orlando at Memphis 
San Diego at Salt Lake 

Sunday’s games 
Atlanta at Birmingham 
Arizona at San Antonio 


Pro baseball 


Spring training 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 


Oakland 
New York 
Kansas City 
Houston 
Cleveland 
Minnesota 
Detroit 
Los Angeles 
Toronto 
Seattle 
Tampa Bay 
Texas 


$1,603,883 

$1,341,667 

$1,424,759 

$1,443,119 

$1,414,971 

$1,186,566 

$1,249,254 

$1,195,770 

$1,028,191 

$1,240,720 

$1,083,677 

$1,094,388 

$1,063,848 

$1,315,002 

$1,035,535 

$1,071,381 

$1,004,224 

$1,081,268 

$989,458 

$1,018,130 

$926,288 

$1,175,925 

$1,032,505 

$938,923 

$890,306 

$880,590 

$925,082 

$834,536 

$874,011 

$889,328 

$1,016,530 

$676,555 

$878,813 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 


San Diego 

Chicago 

Washington 


18 1 


Washmgto 
Milwaukee 

Miami IS 1. 

Atlanta 16 li 

Pittsburgh 15 II 

Philadelphia 14 !■ 

Colorado 14 1! 

Los Angeles 14 1! 

New York 13 li 

San Francisco 13 li 

St. Louis 12 1! 

Arizona 12 ll 

Cincinnati 8 II 

Tuesday’s games 
Tampa Bay 9, Detroit 3 
Atlanta 7, Cincinnati 5 
Colorado 5, Minnesota 5 
Texas 5, Cleveland 4 
Pittsburgh 5, Houston 1 
Chicago Cubs 16, Boston 7 
Chicago White Sox 7, Arizona 1 
San Diego 1, Seattle 0 
Toronto 2, Milwaukee 0 
Oakland 4, San Francisco 2 
L.A. Dodgers 9, L.A. Angels 2 
Wednesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Thursday’s games 
No games scheduled 


Miami Open 

Hard Rock Stadium 
Miami Gardens, Florida 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 


John Isner (7), United States, def. Kyle 
Edmund (19), Britain, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (3). 

Felix Auger-Aliassime, Canada, def. 
Nikoioz Basilashvili (17), Georgia, 7-6 (4), 

Borna Coric (11), Croatia, def. Nick 
Kyrgios (27), Australia, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Roberto Bautista Agut (22), Spain, def. 
Novak Djokovic (1), Serbia, 1-6, 7-5, 6-3. 

Kevin Anderson (6), South Africa, def. 
Jordan Thompson, Australia, 7-5, 7-5. 

Frances Tiafoe (28), United States, def. 
David Goffin (18), Belgium, 7-5, 7-6 (6). 
Women 
Quarterfinals 

Anett Kontaveit (21), Estonia, def. 
Hsieh Su-wei (27), Taiwan, 3-6, 6-2, 7-5. 

Asheigh Barty (12), Australia, def. Pe¬ 
tra Kvitova (3), Czech Republic, 7-6 (6), 
3-6, 6-2. 

Doubles 
Women 
Second Round 

Monica Niculescu, Romania, and Abi¬ 
gail Spears, United States, def. Julia Go- 
erges, Germany, and Simona Halep, Ro¬ 
mania, 1-6, 7-5, 10-8. 

Elise Mertens, Belgium, and Aryna 
Sabalenka, Belarus, def. Hsieh Su-wei, 
Taiwan, and Barbora Strycova (3), Czech 
Republic, 7-6 (3), 2-6, 10-3. 

Quarterfinals 

Chan Hao-cning and Latisha Chan (8), 
Taiwan, def. Belinda Bencic, Switzerland, 
and Daria Kasatkina, Russia, 6-3, 4-6, 10- 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE - Suspend¬ 
ed San Francisco Giants president and 
CEO Larry Baer through July 1. 

American League 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Placed RHP 
Ian Hamilton and OF Jon Jay on the 10- 
day IL, retroactive to March 25. Recalled 
OF Ryan Cordell and OF Eloy Jimenez 
from Charlotte (IL). Reassigned RHPs 
Evan Marshall and Zach Thompson, C Al¬ 
fredo Gonzalez, INFs Ryan Goins, Danny 
Mendick and Matt Skole and OF Preston 
Tucker to minor-league camp. Re-signed 
OF Brandon Guyer to a minor-league 
contract. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Announced a 
two-year extension of their player devel¬ 
opment contract with Omaha (PCL). 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Traded LHP 
Williams Jerez to San Francisco for RHP 
Chris Stratton. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Optioned RHP 
Emilio Pagan to Durham (IL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Claimed RHP 
Kyle Dowdy off waivers from the N.Y. 
Mets. Assigned C Jeff Bandy, INFs Chase 
d’Arnaud, Matt Davidson, and Nolan 
Fontana, and OF Danny Santana in minor 
league camp. Released OF Ben Revere 
from minor league contract. 

National League 

CHICAGO CUBS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Kyle Hendricks on a four-year 
contract for 2020-23. Optioned LHP Kyle 
Ryan to Iowa (PCL). Reassigned RHP Al¬ 
len Webster to minor league camp. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Reassigned RHP 
Matt Wisler to minor league camp. 

NEW YORK METS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Jacob deGrom on a five-year 
contract. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Optioned 
LHP Andrew Suarez to Sacramento 
(PCL). 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Optioned 
RHP Austen Williams and INF Adrian San¬ 
chez to Fresno (PCL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Signed WR 
Damiere Byrd to a one-year contract. 

BALTIMORE RAVENS - Promoted T.J. 
Weist to assistant special teams coach. 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Claimed OT 
Dillon Gordon off waivers from Kansas 
City. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Signed QB 
Landry Jones. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

BUFFALO SABRES - Signed D Casey 
Fitzgerald to a two-year contract. 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Assigned 
F Ty Lewis from Colorado (AHL) to Utah 
(ECHL). 

DALLAS STARS - Assigned G Colton 
Point from Texas (AHL) to Idaho (ECHL). 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Reassigned 
D Matt Donovan to Milwaukee (AHL). 

OTTAWA SENATORS - Recalled F 
Aaron Luchuk from Brampton (ECHL) to 
Belleville (AHL). 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Signed 
coach Jon Cooper to a multi-year con¬ 
tract extension. 

COLLEGE 

ALABAMA — Graduate men’s basket¬ 
ball G Dazon Ingram intends to transfer. 

ARKANSAS - Fired men’s basketball 
coach Mike Anderson. 

BYU — Announced the retirement of 
men’s basketball coach Dave Rose. 

FLORIDA — Announced graduate 
’s basketball F Keith Stone will trans¬ 


fer. 


s basketball 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

faukee 56 19 .747 - 

52 23 .693 


x-Philadelphia 

x-Indiana 

x-Boston 

Brooklyn 

Detroit 

Orlando 


27 .635 8'/2 

45 29 .608 10'/2 

44 31 .587 12 

38 37 .507 18 

37 37 .500 18'/2 

37 38 .493 19 


Miami 

Charlotte 

Washington 

Atlanta 

Chicago 

Cleveland 

New York 


36 38 


19'/2 


39 .473 20'/2 

3U 45 .400 26 

27 48 .360 29 

21 54 .280 35 

19 56 .253 37 

14 60 .189 41'/2 


Western Conference 


Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

x-Denver 50 23 .685 - 

x-Golden State 
x-Portland 
x-Houston 
x-L.A. Clippers 
Utah 

Oklahoma City 
San Antonio 


50 23 .685 - 

46 27 .630 4 

47 28 .627 4 

45 30 .600 6 

44 30 .595 6'/2 

43 31 .581 7'/2 

43 32 .573 8 


Sacramento 

L.A. Lakers 

Minnesota 

New Orleans 

Memphis 

Dallas 

Phoenix 


x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 


37 37 .500 13'/2 

33 41 .446 17'/2 

33 41 .446 17'/2 

31 45 .408 20'/2 

30 44 .405 20'/2 

29 45 .392 21'/2 

17 58 .227 34 


Tuesday’s games 

Boston 116, Cleveland 106 
Charlotte 125, San Antonio 116, OT 
Orlando 104, Miami 99 
Toronto 112, Chicago 103 
Atlanta 130, New Orleans 120 
L.A. Clippers 122, Minnesota 111 
Milwaukee 108, Houston 94 
Sacramento 125, Dallas 121 
Denver 95, Detroit 92 
L.A. Lakers 124, Washington 106 
Wednesday’s games 
Golden State at Memphis 
Indiana at Oklahoma City 
Portland at Chicago 
Washington at Phoenix 
L.A. Lakers at Utah 

Thursday’s games 
Brooklyn at Philadelphia 
Orlando at Detroit 
Dallas at Miami 
Toronto at New York 
Denver at Houston 
L.A. Clippers at Milwaukee 
Sacramento at New Orleans 
Cleveland at San Antonio 
Friday’s games 
Indiana at Boston 
Portland at Atlanta 
Denver at Oklahoma City 
Golden State at Minnesota 
Washington at Utah 
Charlotte at L.A. Lakers 


Tuesday 

Lakers 124, Wizards 106 

WASHINGTON - Brown Jr. 3-10 0-1 6, 
Ariza 2-4 1-1 6, Bryant 3-7 0-0 7, Satoran- 
sky 4-10 0-0 8, Beal 10-19 10-13 32, Green 

1-3 2-2 4, Parker 8-15 2-2 18, Portis 3-8 4-4 
10, McRae 3-10 0-0 6, Randle 2-4 3-4 9. To¬ 
tals 39-90 22-27 106. 

L.A. LAKERS - James 11-20 0-2 23, 
Kuzma 5-15 4-4 15, McGee 9-11 2-3 20, 
Rondo 3-7 0-0 7, Caldwell-Pope 10-17 3-3 
29, Williams 1-2 3-4 5, Wagner 4-5 3-4 11, 
Machado 1-2 1-1 3, Caruso 1-3 1-2 4, Ste¬ 
phenson 3-7 0-0 7, Bonga 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
48-89 17-23 124. 

Washington 29 27 27 23-106 

L.A. Lakers 34 33 30 27-124 

Three-point goals—Washington 6-32 
(Randle 2-3, Beal 2-7, Ariza 1-3, Bryant 

1-4, Brown Jr. 0-1, Green 0-1, Parker 0-2, 
Satoransky 0-3, Portis 0-3, McRae 0-5), 
L.A. 11-33 (Caldwell-Pope 6-12, Stephen¬ 
son 1-3, Caruso 1-3, Rondo 1-4, Kuzma 

1-4, James 1-6, Wagner 0-1). Rebounds— 
Washington 39 (Portis 7), L.A. 52 (McGee 
15). Assists—Washington 21 (Satoransky 
11), L.A. 37 (James 14). Total Fouls-Wash- 
ington 20, L.A. 21. A-18,997 (18,997). 


Clippers 122, T-wolves 111 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Temple 5-9 0-0 15, 
Gallinari 7-16 5-5 25, Zubac 4-5 0-0 8, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 4-8 2-2 10, Beverley 4-5 
0-0 11, Chandler 3-8 0-0 6, Motley 0-0 0- 
0 0, Green 1-4 2-2 5, Harrell 9-11 0-0 18, 
Robinson 0-1 0-0 0, Thornwell 0-0 0-0 0, 
L.Williams 8-15 3-3 20, Wallace 1-3 2-2 4. 
Totals 46-85 14-14 122. 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 9-21 2-5 22, 
Saric 7-10 2-2 18, Towns 6-17 10-11 24, 
Jones 5-9 0-1 13, Okogie 3-7 3-4 9, Bates- 
Diop 3-7 1-2 7, Tolliver 0-4 0-0 0, Dieng 2-3 
0-2 4, Bayless 4-10 1-5 9, Reynolds 2-5 1-1 
5, C.Williams 0-1 0-0 0, Terrell 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 41-94 20-33 111. 

LA. Clippers 42 33 25 22-122 

Minnesota 23 32 30 26-111 

Three-point goals—L.A. 16-32 (Galli¬ 
nari 6-9, Temple 5-8, Beverley 3-3, Green 

1- 3, L.Williams 1-3, Robinson 0-1, Wallace 
0-1, Gilgeous-Alexander 0-1, Chandler 0- 
3), Minnesota 9-27 (Jones 3-3, Wiggins 

2- 3, Saric 2-3, Towns 2-7, Reynolds 0-1, 
C.Williams 0-1, Bates-Diop 0-2, Okogie 0-2, 
Bayless 0-2, Tolliver 0-3). Rebounds—L.A. 
51 (Gallinari 10), Minnesota 43 (Towns 13). 
Assists—L.A. 30 (L.Williams 7), Minnesota 
22 (Jones 8). Total Fouls—L.A. 26, Minne¬ 
sota 18. Technicals—L.A. coach (Defen¬ 
sive three second). A-13,176 (19,356). 



Jim Mone/AP 


The Clippers’ Danilo Gallinari, 
eyes the basket on Tuesday 
against the Timberwolves in 
Minneapolis. Gallinari led the 
Clippers with 25 points in their 
122-111 win. 


Nuggets 95, Pistons 92 

DETROIT - Brown 0-0 0-0 0, Griffin 12- 
32 3-4 29, Drummond 5-15 3-5 13, Jackson 
7-17 1-2 17, Ellington 4-9 0-0 12, Leuer 0-0 
0-0 0, Pachulia 1-2 0-0 2, Maker 1-3 0-0 2, 
Galloway 1-6 2-2 4, Smith 2-9 0-0 5, Ken- 
nard 3-9 0-0 8. Totals 36-102 9-13 92. 

DENVER - Barton 4-13 0-1 10, Mlllsap 

2-10 5-6 10, Jokic 10-24 3-5 23, Murray 12- 
19 6-7 33, Harris 1-5 0-0 3, Craig 0-2 0-0 0, 
Plumlee 5-7 0-0 10, Morris 3-7 0-16. Totals 
37-87 14-20 95. 

Detroit 9 30 23 30-92 

Denver 27 39 15 14-95 

Three-point goals—Detroit 11-42 (El¬ 
lington 4-8, Kennard 2-5, Jackson 2-9, 
Griffin 2-10, Smith 1-3, Maker 0-2, Gallo¬ 
way 0-5), Denver 7-27 (Murray 3-7, Bar¬ 
ton 2-6, Harris 1-2, Millsap 1-3, Craig 0-2, 
Morris 0-2, Jokic 0-5). Fouled Out—Drum¬ 
mond. Rebounds—Detroit 56 (Drummond 
17), Denver 57 (Jokic 15). Assists-De- 
troit 19 (Jackson, Griffin 5), Denver 22 
(Millsap, Murray 5). Total Fouls—Detroit 
21, Denver 19. Technicals—Drummond. 
A-19,520 (19,520). 


Kings 125, Nuggets 121 

SACRAMENTO - Barnes 7-16 1-1 18, 
Bjelica 4-6 0-0 8, Cauley-Stein 7-8 2-2 16, 
Fox 6-16 11-12 23, Hield 4-13 6-6 17, Brew¬ 
er 2-3 0-0 4, Bagley III 5-7 4-6 14, Koufos 1- 
1 2-4 4, Ferrell 3-7 0-0 7, Bogdanovic 5-10 
1-1 14. Totals 44-87 27-32 125. 

DALLAS — Jackson 1-5 0-0 2, Nowitzki 

3-6 2-2 9, Powell 6-7 9-11 21, Doncic 9- 
20 10-11 28, Brunson 6-8 0-0 15, Finney- 
Smith 1-5 4-4 7, Kleber 6-10 1-2 17, Harris 
1-5 0-0 3, Burke 3-6 0-0 8, Broekhoff 3-5 2-2 
11. Totals 39-77 28-32 121. 

Sacramento 25 29 33 38-125 

Dallas 23 33 33 32-121 

Three-point goals—Sacramento 10-23 
(Bogdanovic 3-5, Barnes 3-5, Hield 3-8, 
Ferrell 1-3, Fox 0-1, Brewer 0-1), Dallas 
15-45 (Kleber 4-8, Brunson 3-4, Broekhoff 

3-5, Burke 2-4, Harris 1-3, Nowitzki 1-3, 
Finney-Smith 1-5, Powell 0-1, Jackson 
0-3, Doncic 0-9). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Sacramento 37 (Cauley-SteIn 
7), Dallas 38 (Powell 13). Assists—Sacra¬ 
mento 27 (Fox 8), Dallas 27 (Doncic 12). 
Total Fouls—Sacramento 23, Dallas 26. 
Technicals—Sacramento coach David Jo- 
erger. A-20,168 (19,200). 

Bucks 108, Rockets 94 

HOUSTON - Gordon 0-7 0-0 0, Tucker 
1-9 0-0 3, Capela 8-11 1-1 17, Harden 9- 
26 4-5 23, Paul 7-18 1-1 19, Hartenstein 
0-0 0-0 0, Clark 2-5 0-0 6, Chiozza 0-1 0- 
0 0, Shumpert 2-6 0-0 6, Rivers 2-6 0-0 5, 
House Jr. 5-10 0-0 15. Totals 36-99 6-7 94. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 6-23 0-0 13, 
Antetokounmpo 7-15 5-7 19, Lopez 5-8 0-0 
13, Bledsoe 9-19 1-2 23, Brown 4-8 0-0 8, 
Colson 0-0 0-0 0, Wilson 3-5 0-0 7, Ilyasova 
3-5 0-0 7, Frazier 0-0 0-0 0, Hill 1-6 2-2 4, 
Connaughton 4-5 2-2 14. Totals 42-94 10- 
13 108. 

Houston 25 28 18 23- 94 

Milwaukee 20 38 32 18-108 

Three-point goals—Houston 16-52 
(House Jr. 5-9, Paul 4-9, Shumpert 2-5, 
Clark 2-5, Rivers 1-2, Tucker 1-8, Harden 
1-9, Gordon 0-5), Milwaukee 14-34 (Con¬ 
naughton 4-5, Bledsoe 4-7, Lopez 3-5, 
Wilson 1-2, Ilyasova 1-2, Middleton 1-8, 
Hill 0-1, Antetokounmpo 0-2, Brown 0- 
2). Rebounds—Houston 46 (Capela 11), 
Milwaukee 60 (Antetokounmpo 14). As¬ 
sists—Houston 17 (Harden 7), Milwaukee 
24 (Bledsoe 7). Total Fouls-Houston 15, 
Milwaukee 11. A-17,910 (17,500). 


Magic 104, Heat 99 

ORLANDO - Isaac 8-13 0-0 19, Gordon 
6-17 1-2 14, Vucevic 10-18 2-2 24, Augustin 
3-11 9-10 17, Fournier 4-9 1-1 11, Iwundu 
0-1 0-0 0, Birch 2-2 2-4 6, Carter-Williams 

1- 5 0-2 3, Ross 3-13 1-2 10. Totals 37-89 16- 
23 104. 

MIAMI - Jones Jr. 4-7 1-3 9, Olynyk 1-7 

2- 2 4, Adebayo 4-9 1-2 9, Richardson 4-12 
6-6 17, Waiters 10-18 1-1 26, Johnson 0-4 
0-0 0, Whiteside 5-6 0-0 10, Dragic 1-6 0-0 

2, Wade 7-17 6-7 22. Totals 36-86 17-21 99. 

Orlando 18 24 34 28-104 

Miami 32 19 19 29- 99 

Three-point goals—Orlando 14-42 
(Isaac 3-8, Ross 3-11, Vucevic 2-5, Augus¬ 
tin 2-6, Fournier 2-6, Carter-Williams 1-2, 
Gordon 1-4), Miami 10-33 (Waiters 5-11, 
Richardson 3-9, Wade 2-5, Johnson 0-1, 
Dragic 0-2, Olynyk 0-5). Rebounds—Or¬ 
lando 55 (Vucevic 16), Miami 39 (Ade¬ 
bayo 11). Assists—Orlando 27 (Augustin 
7), Miami 25 (Wade 7). Total Fouls-Or- 
lando 19, Miami 22. 

Raptors 112, Bulls 103 

CHICAGO - Selden 8-15 2-2 20, Mark- 
kanen 2-10 5-6 10, Lopez 4-6 2-2 10, Ar- 
cidlacono 5-11 2-2 13, Harrison 6-12 3-4 
15, Felicio 3-5 0-0 6, Blakeney 5-15 0-0 11, 
Luwawu-Cabarrot 3-7 0-0 8, Sampson 3-5 

3- 4 10. Totals 39-86 17-20 103. 

TORONTO - Leonard 4-10 6-6 14, 
Slakam 6-10 1-1 13, Gasol 1-6 0-0 2, Lowry 
5-9 0-0 14, Green 3-4 0-0 8, Powell 8-10 0-0 
20, Anunoby 3-4 4-4 10, Ibaka 7-13 1-1 16, 
Lin 1-9 0-0 2, VanVIeet 1-6 4-4 7, Meeks 
1-2 0-0 2, McCaw 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 42-86 
16-16 112. 

Chicago 18 23 31 31-103 

Toronto 26 30 29 27-112 

Three-point goals—Chicago 8-23 (Lu¬ 
wawu-Cabarrot 2-4, Selden 2-5, Blakeney 
1-2, Markkanen 1-3, Arcidiacono 1-3, 
Sampson 1-3, Harrison 0-3), Toronto 12- 
28 (Powell 4-5, Lowry 4-7, Green 2-3, Iba¬ 
ka 1-2, VanVIeet 1-3, Anunoby 0-1, Leon¬ 
ard 0-2, Lin 0-5). Rebounds—Chicago 45 
(Markkanen 9), Toronto 39 (Ibaka 8). As¬ 
sists—Chicago 20 (Harrison 5), Toronto 
28 (Lowry 6X Total Fouls—Chicago 16, 
Toronto 16. A-19,800 (19,800). 

Hawks 130, Pelicans 120 

ATLANTA - Prince 2-5 4-4 9, Collins 5- 
12 2-2 12, Dedmon 6-8 4-4 18, Young 12-24 

4- 5 33, Huerter 3-12 0-0 8, Bembry 6-10 5-7 
18, D.Davis 0-0 2-2 2, Len 5-8 0-0 13, Baze- 
more 0-6 2-2 2, Adams 0-1 0-0 0, Anderson 

1- 1 0-0 3, Carter 4-10 0-0 12. Totals 44-97 
23-26 130. 

NEW ORLEANS - Williams 3-8 0-0 8, 
Diallo 2-5 1-2 5, Randle 7-13 9-11 24, Pay- 
ton 5-11 0-0 11, Jackson 5-10 8-9 20, Miller 

4-11 0-0 9, Johnson 3-5 0-0 8, Wood 7-9 8- 
14 23, Okafor 0-2 0-0 0, Clark 3-9 4-4 12. 
Totals 39-83 30-40 120. 

Atlanta 42 28 32 28-130 

New Orleans 34 23 30 33-120 

Three-point goals—Atlanta 19-51 
(Young 5-13, Carter 4-8, Len 3-5, Dedmon 

2- 4, Huerter 2-7, Anderson 1-1, Bembry 1- 

3, Prince 1-3, Adams 0-1, Collins 0-3, Baze- 
more 0-3), New Orleans 12-34 (Johnson 2-3, 
Jackson 2-4, Clark 2-5, Williams 2-5, Wood 
1-3, Randle 1-4, Payton 1-4, Miller 1-5, Oka¬ 
for 0-1). Fouled Out—Collins. Rebounds— 
Atlanta 41 (Dedmon 9), New Orleans 45 
(Randle, Wood 9). Assists—Atlanta 30 
(Young 12), New Orleans 28 (Payton 9). To¬ 
tal Fouls—Atlanta 26, New Orleans 23. 


Celtics 116, Cavaliers 106 

BOSTON - Tatum 9-17 0-0 21, Horford 
7-10 5-6 19, Baynes 2-2 0-0 4, Rozler 5-13 
0-0 11, Smart 8-14 3-3 21, Brown 3-7 1-3 9, 
Hayward 7-12 1-2 15, Yabusele 1-1 0-0 2, 
TheiS 0-0 0-0 0, Morris 4-15 4-5 14. Totals 
46-91 14-19 116. 

CLEVELAND - Osman 6-9 0-1 15, Love 

3-13 4-4 10, Thompson 2-4 3-4 7, Sexton 
9-19 3-3 24, Knight 2-6 0-0 5, Chriss 3-5 0-2 
7, Nance Jr. 4-9 5-5 13, Nwaba 1-2 0-0 2, 
Clarkson 7-11 4-6 18, Stauskas 2-2 0-0 5. 
Totals 39-80 19-25 106. 

Boston 32 25 31 28-116 

Cleveland 27 24 30 25-106 

Three-point goals—Boston 10-25 (Ta¬ 
tum 3-5, Brown 2-3, Smart 2-5, Morris 2- 
7, Rozier 1-3, Horford 0-1, Hayward 0-1), 
Cleveland 9-28 (Osman 3-6, Sexton 3-7, 
Chriss 1-1, Stauskas 1-1, Knight 1-3, Nwa¬ 
ba 0-1, Clarkson 0-1, Nance Jr. 0-3, Love 
0-5). Rebounds—Boston 46 (Horford 8), 
Cleveland 36 (Love 11). Assists—Boston 
23 (Horford 5), Cleveland 24 (Nance Jr. 7). 
Total Fouls—Boston 21, Cleveland 21. 


Nuggets 95, Pistons 92 

DETROIT — Brown 0-0 0-0 0, Griffin 12- 
32 3-4 29, Drummond 5-15 3-5 13, Jackson 
7-17 1-2 17, Ellington 4-9 0-0 12, Leuer 0-0 
0-0 0, Pachulia 1-2 0-0 2, Maker 1-3 0-0 2, 
Galloway 1-6 2-2 4, Smith 2-9 0-0 5, Ken¬ 
nard 3-9 0-0 8. Totals 36-102 9-13 92. 

DENVER - Barton 4-13 0-1 10, Mlllsap 
2-10 5-6 10, Jokic 10-24 3-5 23, Murray 12- 
19 6-7 33, Harris 1-5 0-0 3, Craig 0-2 0-0 0, 
Plumlee 5-7 0-0 10, Morris 3-7 0-16. Totals 
37-87 14-20 95. 

Detroit 9 30 23 30-92 

Denver 27 39 15 14-95 

Three-point goals—Detroit 11-42 (El¬ 
lington 4-8, Kennard 2-5, Jackson 2-9, 
Griffin 2-10, Smith 1-3, Maker 0-2, Gallo¬ 
way 0-5), Denver 7-27 (Murray 3-7, Bar¬ 
ton 2-6, Harris 1-2, Millsap 1-3, Craig 0-2, 
Morris 0-2, Jokic 0-5). Fouled Out—Drum¬ 
mond. Rebounds—Detroit 56 (Drummond 
17), Denver 57 (Jokic 15). Assists—De¬ 
troit 19 (Jackson, Griffin 5), Denver 22 
(Millsap, Murray 5). Total Fouls—Detroit 
21, Denver 19. Technicals—Drummond. 
A-19,520 (19,520). 


Bledsoe's 23 lead 
Bucks by Rockets 


Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE — Eric Bled¬ 
soe stole the show in a marquee 
matchup between the Milwaukee 
Bucks and Houston Rockets on 
Tuesday night. 

With top-billing going to MVP 
front-runners Giannis Antetok¬ 
ounmpo and James Harden, the 
feisty Bucks’ guard turned in one 
his best all-around performances 
of the season as the Bucks pulled 
away for a 108-94 victory on 
Tuesday night. 

Bledsoe poured in 23 points, 
including 16 in a decisive third 
quarter, and tightly guarded 
Harden for most of the game. 

“I just try to play to my 
strengths,” Bledsoe said. 

Bucks coach Mike Budenhol- 
zer praised Bledsoe’s all-around 
performance. 

“To do what he did on both 
ends of the court, pretty special,” 
Budenholzer said. “I think he 
loves that challenge. I think he’s 
an incredible defender.” 

Antetokounmpo had 19 points 
and 14 rebounds for Milwaukee, 
which improved to an NBA-best 
56-19. 

Harden scored 23 points and 
Chris Paul had 19 for Houston, 
which lost for just the third time 
in 17 games. Harden shot just 
9-for-26, including l-for-9 from 
three-point range with Bledsoe 
closely guarding him throughout 
most of the game. 

“We had our open shots. We 
couldn’t know them down,” 
Harden said. “We competed but 
they went on a run in that third 
quarter and that was it.” 

After a tightly contested first 
half, the Bucks grabbed control 
in the third, sparked by Bledsoe’s 
clutch shooting. Leading by five 
at halftime, Milwaukee built a 19- 
point lead in the third. Bledsoe 
went 4-for-5 on three-pointers in 
the period after missing his only 
two attempts in the first half His 
third-quarter output, which in¬ 
cluded a single-handed 11-0 run, 
nearly matched the 18 points 
scored by Houston. 

“Everybody got energy out of 
that and we played even harder,” 
Antetokounmpo said. 

Timberwolves 122, Clippers 
111: Danilo Gallinari scored 25 
points and the Los Angeles Clip¬ 
pers clinched a playoff spot with 
a win over host Minnesota. 

Coach Doc Rivers’ club is back 
in the postseason after falling 
short last year. Los Angeles fin¬ 
ished 42-40 last season, miss¬ 
ing the playoffs after making it 
six straight years — four under 
Rivers. 

The Clippers (45-30) became 
the fifth Western Conference 
team to secure a postseason 
berth. 

Magic 104, Heat 99: Nikola 
Vucevic had 24 points and 16 re- 



Morry Gash/AP 


The Bucks’ Eric Bledsoe reacts 
to his three-pointer during the 
second half against the Rockets 
on Tuesday in Milwaukee. The 
Bucks won 108-94. 

bounds, Jonathan Issac added 19 
points and Orlando extended its 
longest winning streak in eight 
years to six games by downing 
host Miami. 

Celtics 116, Cavaliers 106: 

Jayson Tatum and Marcus Smart 
each scored 21 points, and Boston 
broke away from a fourth-quarter 
tie to defeat host Cleveland. 

Hornets 125, Spurs 116 (OT): 
Kemba Walker scored 11 of his 38 
points in overtime and host Char¬ 
lotte outlasted San Antonio to 
stretch its longest winning streak 
of the season to four games. 

Raptors 112, Bulls 103: 
Norman Powell scored 20 points. 
Serge Ibaka had 16 and host To¬ 
ronto beat struggling Chicago for 
the eighth consecutive time. 

Nuggets 95, Pistons 92: 
Jamal Murray scored 33 points, 
including six in the final minute, 
and host Denver held off Detroit 
after nearly squandering a 27- 
point lead. 

Kings 125, Mavericks 121: 

De’Aaron Fox scored 23 points, 
including a crucial basket to help 
Sacramento stay in front in the 
final minute against host Dallas. 

Hawks 130, Pelicans 120: 
Rookie guard Trae Young had 
33 points and 12 assists for his 
24th double-double of the season, 
leading Atlanta past host New 
Orleans. 

Lakers 124, Wizards 106: 

LeBron James had 23 points, 14 
assists and seven rebounds, and 
host Los Angeles beat Washing¬ 
ton for its first back-to-back vic¬ 
tories since mid-January. 
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Nick Wass/AP 


Washington Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin, center, battles for the puck against Carolina Hurricanes 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton, left, and right wing Andrei Svechnikov during the second period of 
Tuesday's game in Washington. Also in the photo is Washington Capitals center Nicklas Backstrom. 

Roundup 


Ovechkin ends drought, 
Capitals rip Hurricanes 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Alex Ovechkin scored his 
NHL-leading 49th goal of the season to snap a four- 
game drought and help Washington beat the Caro¬ 
lina Hurricanes 4-1 on Tuesday night, increasing 
the Capitals’ division lead. 

Ovechkin snapped a shot past Petr Mrazek for the 
go-ahead goal 4:31 into the third period for his third 
goal in 10 games. With his 656th career goal, Ovech¬ 
kin tied Brendan Shanahan for 13th on the all-time 
list. 

T.J. Oshie and John Carlson also scored. Braden 
Holtby made 27 saves and Nicklas Backstrom added 
an empty-netter off a pass from Ovechkin as the Cap¬ 
itals won their second straight. Evgeny Kuznetsov 
had three assists on his bobblehead night. 

Washington increased its lead to three points over 
former coach Barry Trotz and the New York Island¬ 
ers atop the Metropolitan Division. 

Dougie Hamilton scored and Mrazek finished 
with 24 saves for Columbus. 

Blue Jackets 4, Islanders 0: Sergei Bobrovsky 
recorded his second consecutive shutout and host 
Columbus stayed in the playoff hunt by beating New 
York. 

Ryan Dzingel, Artemi Panarin, Oliver Bjork- 
strand and Cam Atkinson scored, and Bobrovsky 
finished with 26 saves and his eighth shutout of the 
season for the Blue Jackets, who are fighting to get 
above the wild-card line in the Eastern Division 
with six games to play. 

Thomas Greiss, who had shut out Columbus twice 
this season, finished with 29 saves. 

Canadiens 6, Panthers 1: Tomas Tatar had two 
goals and an assist to lead host Montreal over Flori¬ 
da and remain in playoff position. 

Brett Kulak, Artturi Lehkonen, Phillip Danault 
and Max Domi also scored for the Canadiens (41- 
28-8), who have won four of five. 

Carey Price stopped 33 shots in his ninth con¬ 
secutive start. Price has allowed 13 goals in his past 
eight games. 

Frank Vatrano scored for the Panthers (33-32- 


12), who were officially eliminated from playoff 
contention. 

Oilers 8, Kings 4: Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and 
Leon Draisaitl each scored three goals, leading host 
Edmonton past Los Angeles. 

Draisaitl added an assist, Connor McDavid had 
a goal and three assists, and Zack Kassian also 
scored for the Oilers (34-34-8), who moved within 
five points of a wild card in the Western Conference 
playoff race with six games remaining. 

Alex lafallo. Drew Doughty, Dustin Brown and 
Carl Grundstrom scored for the Kings (28-40-8), 
who had won three straight. 

Senators 4, Sabres 0: Craig Anderson stopped 
35 shots for his second shutout of the season and 
host Ottawa beat Buffalo. 

Brian Gibbons had a goal and an assist, and An¬ 
thony Duclair, Rudolfs Balcers and Magnus Pa^a- 
rvi also scored. 

The Senators won the first of a four-game homes- 
tand after going 1-2-0 on a three-game trip through 
Western Canada. 

Ottawa has won its last three home games and 
outscored those opponents 12-2. 

Carter Hutton made 27 saves for Buffalo, which 
lost its fourth straight. 

Ducks 5, Canucks 4: Rookie Sam Steel recorded 
his first NHL hat trick and visiting Anaheim beat 
Vancouver. 

Rickard Rakell and Kiefer Sherwood also scored 
for the Ducks. 

Jake Virtanen, Alex Edler, Josh Leivo and Tanner 
Pearson scored for the Canucks. 

Jacob Markstrom made 19 saves for Vancouver. 
Anaheim’s John Gibson had 28 saves. 

Coyotes 1, Blackhawks 0: Nick Cousins scored 
a power-play goal early in the third period and host 
Arizona boosted its playoff chances by snapping a 
five-game losing streak. 

Darcy Kuemper made his 18th consecutive start 
and stopped 31 shots for his fourth shutout of the 
season. Arizona, which was 0-3-2 in its previous five 
games, has won nine of 11 at home. 

Corey Crawford had 27 saves for Chicago. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

z-Tampa Bay 77 59 14 4 122 306 206 

x-Boston 76 46 21 9 101 237 194 

Washington 77 45 24 8 98 264 235 

Toronto 76 45 25 6 96 271 228 

N.Y. Islanders 77 44 26 7 95 212 188 

Pittsburgh 77 42 24 11 95 261 228 


Columbus 76 42 30 4 88 232 218 

Philadelphia 76 36 32 8 80 229 252 

Florida 77 33 32 12 78 249 268 

N.Y. Rangers 75 29 33 13 71 208 250 

Buffalo 76 31 36 9 71 207 251 

New Jersey 77 29 39 9 67 211 260 

Detroit 76 28 38 10 66 206 258 

Ottawa 76 27 43 6 60 226 278 

Western Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

x-Calgary 76 47 22 7 101 268 213 

x-San Jose 76 43 24 9 95 268 240 

x-Winnipeg 76 45 27 4 94 256 223 

x-Nashville 77 43 28 6 92 224 202 

Vegas 76 42 28 6 90 235 209 

St. Louis 76 41 27 8 90 226 206 

Dallas 76 39 31 6 84 193 188 

Colorado 76 34 29 13 81 240 229 

Arizona 77 37 33 7 81 200 212 

Minnesota 77 35 33 9 79 203 224 

Edmonton 76 34 34 8 76 221 253 

Chicago 76 33 33 10 76 248 272 

Vancouver 77 32 35 10 74 211 242 

Anaheim 78 32 36 10 74 185 241 

Los Angeles 76 28 40 8 64 185 243 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs, 
x-clinched playoff spot 
z-clinched conference 

Monday’s games 
Pittsburgh 5, N.Y. Rangers 2 
New Jersey 3, Buffalo 1 
Toronto 7, Florida 5 
Tampa Bay 5, Boston 4 
Dallas 5, Winnipeg 2 
Nashville 1, Minnesota 0 
St. Louis 3, Vegas 1 
Los Angeles 3, Calgary 0 
Detroit 3, San Jose 2 

Tuesday’s games 
Columbus 4, N.Y. Islanders 0 
Washington 4, Carolina 1 
Ottawa 4, Buffalo 0 
Montreal 6, Florida 1 
Edmonton 8, Los Angeles 4 
Arizona 1, Chicago 0 
Anaheim 5, Vancouver 4 

Wednesday’s games 
Toronto at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Rangers at Boston 
Dallas at Calgary 
Vegas at Colorado 

Thursday’s games 
Washington at Carolina 
Montreal at Columbus 
Detroit at Buffalo 
Florida at Ottawa 
N.Y. Islanders at Winnipeg 
Dallas at Edmonton 
Los Angeles at Vancouver 
Chicago at San Jose 

Friday’s games 
St. Louis at N.Y. Rangers 
Nashville at Pittsburgh 
New Jersey at Detroit 
Anaheim at Calgary 
Arizona at Colorado 
Minnesota at Vegas 

Tuesday 

Blue Jackets 4, Islanders 0 

N.Y. Islanders 0 0 0-0 

Columbus 1 0 3—4 

First Period— 1, Columbus, Dzingel 25 
(Werenski, Jenner), 5:43 (pp). 

Third Period— 2, Columbus, Panarin 26 
(Duchene, Atkinson), 2:38. 3, Columbus, 
Bjorkstrand 17,11:14.4, Columbus, Atkin¬ 
son 39 (Jones, Duchene), 19:33. 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Islanders 10-9- 
7-26. Columbus 7-15-11-33. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Is¬ 
landers 0 of 0; Columbus 1 of 1. 

Goalies— N.Y. Islanders, Greiss 22- 
14-2 (32 shots-29 saves). Columbus, Bo¬ 
brovsky 33-23-1 (26-26). 

A-17,928 (18,500). T-2:26. 

Senators 4, Sabres 0 

Buffalo 0 0 0-0 

Ottawa 2 0 2—4 

First Period— 1, Ottawa, Duclair 16 
(Chabot, Lindberg), 17:07.2, Ottawa, Gib¬ 
bons 7 (Jaros), 19:49. 

Third Period— 3, Ottawa, Balcers 5 
(Chabot, Ryan), 5:54 (pp). 4, Ottawa, Paa- 
jarvi 10 (Wolanin, Gibbons), 7:24. 

Shots on Goal-Buffalo 13-9-13-35. 
Ottawa 16-7-8-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Buffalo 0 
of 2; Ottawa 1 of 4. 

Goalies-Buffalo, Hutton 17-23-5 (31 
shots-27 saves). Ottawa, Anderson 16- 
25-4 (35-35). 

A-12,074 (18,572). T-2:22. 

Coyotes 1, Blackhawks 0 

Chicago 0 0 0-0 

Arizona 0 0 1—1 

Third Period— 1, Arizona, Cousins 7 
(Ekman-Larsson), 5:40 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Chicago 12-5-14—31. 
Arizona 10-7-12-29. 

Power-play opportunities— Chicago 0 
of 1; Arizona 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Chicago, Crawford 13-18-3 
(29 shots-28 saves). Arizona, Kuemper 
25-19-7 (31-31). 

A-15,055 (17,125). T-2:19. 



Ryan Remiorz, The Canadian Press/AP 


Florida Panthers defenseman 
Mike Matheson, left, runs 
into Canadiens center Jordan 
Weal during the third period of 
Tuesday’s game in Montreal. 

Capitals 4, Hurricanes 1 

Carolina 0 1 0—1 

Washington 1 0 3—4 

First Period— 1, Washington, Oshie 23 
(Hagelin, Kuznetsov), 16:29. 

Second Period— 2, Carolina, Hamilton 
15 (Niederreiter, Williams), 15:38. 

Third Period— 3, Washington, Ovech¬ 
kin 49 (Wilson, Kuznetsov), 4:31.4, Wash¬ 
ington, Carlson 13 (Orlov, Kuznetsov), 
11:16.5, Washington, Backstrom 19 (Carl¬ 
son, Ovechkin), 17:33. 

Shots on Goal-Carollna 10-7-11-28. 
Washington 10-11-7—28. 

Power-play opportunities— Carolina 0 
of 0; Washington 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Carolina, Mrazek 20-14-3 (27 
shots-24 saves). Washington, Holtby 29- 
19-5 (28-27). 

A-18,506 (18,277). T-2:26. 

Canadiens 6, Panthers 1 

Florida 0 0 1—1 

Montreal 3 2 1-6 

First Period— 1, Montreal, Tatar 24 
(Shaw, Retry), 6:58. 2, Montreal, Kulak 5 
(Weal, Kotkaniemi), 12:39. 3, Montreal, 
Tatar 25 (Weber, Gallagher), 14:28. 

Second Period— 4, Montreal, Lehkonen 
10 (Kulak, Shaw), 2:52. 5, Montreal, Dan¬ 
ault 12 (Mete, Tatar), 12:40. 

Third Period— 6 , Florida, Vatrano 23 
(Malgin, Trocheck), 1:35 (pp). 7, Montre¬ 
al, Domi 27, 11:48. 

Shots on Goal-Florida 14-8-12-34. 
Montreal 11-7-9-27. 

Power-play opportunities— Florida 1 
of 3; Montreal 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Florida, Reimer 13-12-5 (9 
shots-6 saves), Montembeault 4-3-1 (18- 
15). Montreal, Price 33-22-6 (34-33). 

A-21,029 (21,288). T-2:36. 

Oilers 8, Kings 4 

Los Angeles 1 3 0—4 

Edmonton 5 2 1—8 

First Period— 1, Los Angeles, lafallo 
15 (Brown, Kopitar), 2:10. 2, Edmonton, 
Nugent-Hopkins 26 (Chiasson), 3:32. 3, 
Edmonton, Draisaitl 44 (Klefbom, Koski- 
nen), 4:36. 4, Edmonton, Kassian 15 
(Klefbom, Larsson), 10:39. 5, Edmonton, 
Nugent-Hopkins 27 (Chiasson, Nurse), 
14:18. 6, Edmonton, Nugent-Hopkins 28 
(McDavid, Klefbom), 19:48 (pp). 

Second Period-7, Los Angeles, 
Doughty 6 (Brown, Kopitar), 7:56 (pp). 8, 
Edmonton, McDavid 39 (Larsson, Drai¬ 
saitl), 11:41. 9, Edmonton, Draisaitl 45 
(McDavid, Nurse), 14:38.10, Los Angeles, 
Brown 21 (Kopitar, Toffoli), 16:52 (pp). 
11, Los Angeles, Grundstrom 4 (Amadio, 
Walker), 19:16. 

Third Period— 12, Edmonton, Draisaitl 
46 (Gambardella, McDavid), 18:29. 

Shots on Goal— Los Angeles 12-14-12— 
38. Edmonton 11-11-10-32. 

Power-play opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
les 2 of 4; Edmonton 1 of 1. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, Campbell 8-13-1 
(21 shots-18 saves). Quick 15-22-6 (11-6). 
Edmonton, Koskinen 24-18-5 (38-34). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:34. 

Ducks 5, Canucks 4 

Anaheim 1 2 2—S 

Vancouver 2 0 2—4 

First Period— 1, Anaheim, Steel 2, 9:09. 
2, Vancouver, Virtanen 15 (Schaller, Bea¬ 
gle), 12:50. 3, Vancouver, Edler 9 (Leivo, 
Stecher), 19:00. 

Second Period— 4, Anaheim, Steel 3 
(Sherwood), 12:16. 5, Anaheim, Steel 4, 
19:09. 

Third Period— 6 , Anaheim, Rakell 15 
(Terry, Henrique), 7:44 (pp). 7, Anaheim, 
Sherwood 6,11:22.8, Vancouver, Leivo 14, 
13:34. 9, Vancouver, Pearson 14 (Horvat, 
Stecher), 14:28. 

Shots on Goal— Anaheim 11-9-4—24. 
Vancouver 10-6-16—32. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 1 
of 2; Vancouver 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Anaheim, Gibson 24-22-8 (32 
shots-28 saves). Vancouver, Markstrom 
27-22-9 (24-19). 

A-17,633 (18,910). T-2:28. 
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NASCAR shuffles 
schedule for 2020 



United States midfielder Christian Pulisic celebrates his goal during the first half of an international 
friendly soccer match against Chile in Houston. The U.S. tied 1-1. 

Briefly 

Pulisic gets 10th goal for US 


By Jenna Fryer 
Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — NAS¬ 
CAR made the first significant 
changes to its schedule in years 
by shuffling the 2020 season into 
a freshened new sequence that 
tries to meet the wants of fans 
to the best of NASCAR’s current 
ability. 

“The fans and the industry as a 
whole have been vocal about the 
desire for sweeping changes to 
the schedule, and the 2020 slate 
is a reflection of our efforts to ex¬ 
ecute against that feedback,” said 
Steve O’Donnell, NASCAR ex¬ 
ecutive vice president and chief 
racing development officer. 

The 2020 schedule was released 
Tuesday at ISM Raceway outside 
Phoenix, which got the season 
finale following a $175 million 
renovation to ISM Raceway. 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
got July kh to give the iconic 
track back-to-back summer holi¬ 
day weekends; the event will fol¬ 
low the Indianapolis 500, a mere 
42 days after that Memorial Day 
staple. IMS President Doug Boles 
said the Brickyard was the cor¬ 
rect “venue to throw a massive 
party for our nation’s birthday.” 

The July 4th holiday had be¬ 
longed to Daytona International 
Speedway, but it gave up the tra¬ 
ditional and often rain-wrecked 
event to claim the final race of the 
regular season, Aug. 29 when the 
championship field is finalized. 

Daytona track President Chip 
Wile said the July race now creat¬ 
ed a chance at a “potential walk- 
off home run moment for a driver 
to solidify a playoff berth.” 

Pocono Raceway will run both 
its 400-mile races on back-to- 
back June afternoons, Martins¬ 
ville Speedway got a Mother’s 
Day race under the lights and 
also a slot in the playoffs — one 
of three short tracks featured in 
NASCAR’s 10-race playoffs. Even 
better for Martinsville, it got the 
penultimate race for the champi¬ 
onship finale. 

Bristol and Richmond short 
tracks both joined the playoffs, as 
did Darlington Raceway. 

Martinsville in 2017 became 
the first mqjor motorsports facil¬ 
ity in the U.S. with a state-of-the- 


art LED Lighting system and will 
finally get to use them for a big- 
league event on the Saturday night 
before Mother’s Day. Speedway 
President Clay Campbell noted 
fans have asked “literally every 
single day since we installed the 
lights” when Martinsville would 
have a Cup race at night. 

The season ends one week 
shorter than usual, but still in¬ 
cludes 38 events that run from a 
Feb. 9 exhibition race at Daytona 
through the finale on Nov. 8 at 
renovated ISM Raceway outside 
of Phoenix. That includes con¬ 
secutive weekends off for the 
first time in the modern era so 
that NBC Sports can focus on the 
Tokyo Olympics. 

Charlotte Motor Speedway 
retained the All-Star race, but 
Speedway Motorsports chairman 
Marcus Smith told The Associ¬ 
ated Press he was amenable to 
moving the event to Nashville in 
2021. 

Smith said IndyCar was also 
welcome to negotiate doublehead¬ 
er weekends with a handful of 
SMI-owned tracks, among them 
Las Vegas during its new playoff 
date in late September that offers 
cooler temperatures than last 
year’s sun-roasted playoff open¬ 
er. IndyCar has not raced at Las 
Vegas since Dan Wheldon’s fatal 
2011 accident. 

Smith also welcomed talks with 
IndyCar on the “Roval” at Char¬ 
lotte Motor Speedway and as a 
NASCAR companion to Texas 
during its fall event. IndyCar 
aims each year to end its season 
earlier than any of Smith’s ideas 
for SMI-owned tracks. 

Although he is open to double- 
headers with IndyCar as soon as 
next season. Smith was a firm 
‘No’ on midweek races. Fans have 
asked more short tracks, road 
courses, and even dirt track El- 
dora Speedway to be added to the 
stagnant annual schedule, and 
industry stakeholders have asked 
for midweek racing during the 
summer in an attempt to shorten 
the length of the season. 

The playoffs now begin at Dar¬ 
lington on Sept. 6, go to Richmond, 
Bristol, Las Vegas, Talladega, 
Charlotte, Kansas, Texas, Mar¬ 
tinsville then finally ISM Race¬ 
way outside of Phoenix. 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Shortly after 
becoming the youngest Ameri¬ 
can with 10 international goals, 
Christian Pulisic limped off with 
another leg injury. 

Pulisic scored in the fourth 
minute of the United States’ 1- 
1 exhibition tie against South 
American champion Chile on 
Tuesday night, a result that de¬ 
nied Gregg Berhalter’s bid to be¬ 
come the first American coach to 
win his first four games. 

Pulisic has been limited to 15 
league matches and 25 overall 
this season for Borussia Dort¬ 
mund. He tore a calf muscle last 
October and a thigh muscle in 
February. 

“I think you look into the why, 
and you do an inquiry as to why 
it’s happening and you make ad¬ 
justments,” Berhalter said. 

Chelsea agreed in January to 
buy Pulisic from Dortmund for 
$73 million and loaned him back 
to the German club for the rest of 
the season. 

“I think he’s at a top club and 
going to a top club,” Berhalter 
said. “We have very high-level 
medical personnel on our side, 
and we’ll get it right.” 

Pulisic scored in the fourth 
minute, bursting toward goal, 
running onto a one-touch pass 


from Gyasi Zardes and beating 
goalkeeper Gabriel Arias from 
just inside the penalty area. At 20 
years, 189 days, Pulisic broke the 
American mark for youngest to 
double-digit goals, set in October 
2010 by Jozy Altidore at 20 years, 
337 days. 

Chile, ranked 13th in the world, 
tied the score in the ninth minute 
when 28-year-old defender Oscar 
Opazo scored his first interna¬ 
tional goal. 

Arkansas axes Anderson 
after eight years 

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. — Ar¬ 
kansas has fired men’s basketball 
coach Mike Anderson after an 
eight-year run during which he 
made three NCAA Tournament 
appearances. 

The school made the announce¬ 
ment in a news release Tuesday. 

Anderson went 169-102 with 
the Razorbacks. The Razorbacks 
made five postseason tourna¬ 
ments on his watch — three trips 
to the NCAAs and two in the NIT. 
Arkansas went 18-16 this past 
season and reached the second 
round of the NIT. 

Athletic director Hunter Yura- 
chek decided that wasn’t good 
enough. 

In other college basketball 


news: 

■ Iowa State and coach Steve 
Prohm have agreed to a three- 
year contract extension through 
the 2024-25 season. 

■ Nebraska fired seventh-year 
coach Tim Miles on Tuesday, and 
athletic director Bill Moos said 
he’s spoken with former Iowa 
State and Chicago Bulls coach 
Fred Hoiberg to gauge his inter¬ 
est in the job. 

Holcomb’s teams to get 
silver medals for 2014 

MIAMI — Steven Holcomb is 
now a winner of two silver bob¬ 
sled medals for the U.S. at the 
2014 Sochi Olympics, a determi¬ 
nation that has been made more 
than five years after those games 
ended and nearly two years after 
his death. 

The International Olympic 
Committee’s executive board 
voted Wednesday to formally 
reallocate the medals from the 
Sochi Games in bobsledding and 
vacate the golds that Russian pilot 
Alexander Zubkov won in both the 
two- and four-man events. That 
means Holcomb, who crossed the 
line third, now is a two-time sil¬ 
ver winner in addition to the four- 
man gold he won at Vancouver in 
2010. 
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Freeland at home 
in Rockies' lineup 

Denver native proud to lead rotation 



Elaine Thompson/AP 


A tattoo of the Rocky Mountains extends down the right arm of Colorado Rockies starting pitcher Kyle 
Freeland as he throws during a spring training game last week. The Denver native wears his affection for 
the city on his right arm: Tattoos of the area code (303), the elevation (5,280) and the mountains. 


By Pat Graham 
Associated Press 

DENVER — Denver native 
Kyle Freeland wears the affec¬ 
tion for his city on his right arm: 
Tattoos of the area code (303), the 
elevation (5,280) and a silhouette 
of the Rocky Mountains. 

With his left, there’s the ability 
to carry the Colorado Rockies to 
even greater heights. 

Since it’s the team he grew up 
rooting for, Freeland takes im¬ 
mense satisfaction in the Rockies’ 
recent run of success. The home¬ 
grown hurler hopes to deliver 
something else this season along 
the way to what would be a third 
straight postseason appearance: 
Colorado’s first NL West title. 
The left-hander will try to begin 
the season on the right foot as the 
opening day starter Thursday in 
Miami. 

“I take a ton of pride of being a 
part of this team, that is winning 
and that is trending up,” Free¬ 
land said. “I take pride in being 
from Colorado, being a product of 
the school system in Denver and 
everything that my life has been 
leading up to these past couple of 
years. It’s just pure pride. I love 
the state, love the city, and I can’t 
imagine growing up anywhere 
else.” 

Freeland is coming off a strong 
season in which he finished 17-7 
with a 2.85 ERA. He wound up 


fourth in the NL Cy Young voting 
in part because of a 2.40 ERA at 
Coors Field, which was the lowest 
home mark in team history. 

So much for being rattled by 
the hitter-friendly park. Then 
again, he went to high school in 
the area and became accustomed 
to pitching at altitude. 

“It’s kind of nice to shove it 
back in some people’s faces who 
doubt the pitching at Coors Field 
or pitching for the Rockies,” Free¬ 
land said. “We’re starting to show 
people it doesn’t matter if you’re 
high altitude or sea level, if you 
can pitch you can pitch.” 

As a kid, Freeland watched 
this team go through numerous 
valleys with an occasional peak 
(like 2007, when the Rockies 
made their only World Series ap¬ 
pearance). That’s why last season 
was so special, with Colorado in 
the NL West chase all the way to 
the end, before the team lost to 
the Los Angeles Dodgers in a tie¬ 
breaking game. 

Freeland got the call to start the 
postseason. He tossed 6%master¬ 
ful innings on short rest in a 2-1, 
13-inning win over the Chicago 
Cubs in the NL wild-card game. 
That was his final start of the sea¬ 
son as the Rockies were swept by 
the Milwaukee Brewers in the NL 
Division Series. German Mar¬ 
quez, another bright spot in the 
rotation, made Colorado’s lone 


start at home. 

The season was another step in 
the right direction for the Rock¬ 
ies, who made the playoffs in 
back-to-back seasons for the first 
time in franchise history. 

“You start getting addicted to 
that feeling. You want more. You 
want to get deeper into the play¬ 
offs,” Freeland said. 

Given his heavy workload — a 
career-high 202% innings — he 
really didn’t start throwing until 
January. Other than that, he kept 
his offseason routine pretty much 
the same. 

“You can always improve,” said 
Freeland, who turns 26 on May 
14. “Because if you’re not looking 
to improve yourself in this game 
at this level, that you’ve figured 
it out, you’re wrong and you’re 
going to get hit in the mouth pret¬ 
ty hard the following season.” 


Freeland was originally drafted 
in the 35th round out of Thomas 
Jefferson High School by Phila¬ 
delphia. Instead of signing, he 
went to the University of Evans¬ 
ville, where he posted a 1.90 ERA 
his final season. He was taken by 
Colorado with the No. 8 overall 
pick in 2014. 

He made the squad in 2017 and 
went on to win 11 games during 
his rookie season. His most nota¬ 
ble start that season was against 
the Chicago White Sox, when he 
came within two outs of the first 
no-hitter by a Rockies pitcher at 
Coors before surrendering a crisp 
single to Melky Cabrera. 

Freeland was the model of con¬ 
sistency last season with 24 qual¬ 
ity starts. 

“With Kyle, there’s always a 
desire to get better,” manager 
Bud Black said. “He’s talented 


and he has a good head on his 
shoulders.” 

As for having his name men¬ 
tioned alongside the likes of New 
York’s Jacob deGrom, Washing¬ 
ton’s Max Scherzer and Philly’s 
Aaron Nola — the trio who fin¬ 
ished ahead of him in last year’s 
NL Cy Young vote — now that 
was humbling. 

“It shows you that you belong 
there and you can compete,” 
Freeland said. “I’m excited to see 
where it takes me.” 

About those tattoos along his 
right arm — simply his pride 
showing through. 

“I love pitching here, love hav¬ 
ing the support group I have from 
friends, family and the entire 
fan base,” Freeland said. “Being 
a hometown kid, this is great. It 
would be a little weird to be some¬ 
where else.” 


Nationals rookie OF Robles ready to turn heads 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Every team has a 
“next big thing” in the minors, waiting 
for the chance to dazzle in the m^ors, and 
Washington Nationals fans have been hear¬ 
ing about Victor Robles for years. 

He’s an outfielder whose speed fuels his 
offense and defense. He’s shown power, 
too. “Toolsy” is the way new Nationals 
second baseman Brian Dozier described 
him. “Explosive,” was first baseman Ryan 
Zimmerman’s adjective. 

Robles started in center field and went 
O-for-3 in Washington’s exhibition finale 
Monday, a 5-3 victory over the New York 
Yankees at Nationals Park. That’s also 
where he’s expected to be on opening day, 
finally getting his turn to begin a season 
in the big leagues, moving into an outfield 
that lost Bryce Harper to free agency. 

“That’s what we work here for, to be an 
everyday player in the big leagues. I feel 
physically and mentally ready for that,” 
Robles said in an interview through bullpen 
catcher Octavio Martinez, who serves as a 
team translator. “Absolutely, that’s some¬ 
thing you imagine, to be with the team on 
opening day — and in the starting lineup. 
So it’ll hopefully be a great moment.” 

The plan is for Robles to line up with 
Juan Soto, the runner-up as NL Rookie of 
the Year in 2018, in left field, and Adam 



Nick Wass/AP 


Nationals center fielder Victor Robles 
fields a ball before Monday’s exhibition 
game against the New York Yankees in 
Washington. 

Eaton in right. 

Asked how he’d describe himself, Robles 
said: “A player that’s very aggressive and 
that never is comfortable with staying 
where his abilities are. I always want to be 
improving.” 

He got a taste of the mqjors, and the Na¬ 
tionals got a glimpse of him, during brief 


He plays with a ton of 
enei^. I absolutely love 
it. ... Our outfielders 
really play with some grit 
and some grind, f 

Max Scherzer 

Washington Nationals pitcher 
on rookie teammate Victor Robles 


call-ups in 2017 and 2018. 

In 83 at-bats over a combined 34 games, 
he hit .277 with an .843 on-base-plus-slug- 
ging percentage, producing three homers, 
three triples, four doubles, 14 RBIs and 
three steals. 

“He plays with a ton of energy,” pitcher 
Max Scherzer said. “I absolutely love it. ... 
Our outfielders really play with some grit 
and some grind. They have a ton of energy, 
and I feel like our ballclub really feeds off 
that.” 

Soto came out of nowhere at age 19 last 
season. Robles is 21. 

That prompted Eaton to joke: “It’s un¬ 
believable how young our outfield is. They 
bring the median down, with me as a 
30-year-old.” 

Robles says Soto has helped him with ad¬ 


vice about getting ready to be an everyday 
player in the mqjors, telling him above all 
to be patient at the plate. 

“They like to have a good time. And when 
you see them together, they’re like little 
kids. They’ve got these different hand¬ 
shakes and all kinds of different things,” 
manager Dave Martinez said. “You know 
what they do? They keep our clubhouse 
loose. They keep our dugout loose. And it’s 
fun to watch them interact.” 

While Soto batted third ahead of Antho¬ 
ny Rendon against the Yankees and that 
appears to be the lineup Martinez will go 
with, Robles is often going to hit No. 9, one 
spot behind the pitcher. 

Martinez said he likes that arrangement 
because it allows him to have Robles fol¬ 
lowed by leadoff man Eaton and No. 2 hit¬ 
ter Trea Turner. 

That offers the youngster better protec¬ 
tion than a pitcher would provide, in addi¬ 
tion to having three swift guys one after 
the other. 

Is Robles ready? 

“There’s only one way to find out. He’s 
handled himself well when he’s been up. 
He works hard, does everything he should. 
Obviously the talent’s there,” Zimmerman 
said. “It’s just a matter of putting him out 
there and making sure he can handle it, 
which I don’t think he’ll have a problem 
with.” 
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American League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Baltimore 0 0 .000 — 

Boston 0 0 .000 — 

New York 0 0 .000 - 

Tampa Bay 0 0 .000 — 

Toronto 0 0 .000 — 

Central Division 

Chicago 0 0 .000 — 

Cleveland 0 0 .000 — 

Detroit 0 0 .000 - 

Kansas City 0 0 .000 — 

Minnesota 0 0 .000 — 

West Division 

Seattie 2 0 1.000 - 

Houston 0 0 .000 1 

Los Angeies 0 0 .000 1 

Texas 0 0 .000 1 

Oakland 0 2 .000 2 


Central Division 


000 - 

000 - 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pi 

Atlanta 
Miami 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Washington 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 0 0 

Milwaukee 0 0 

Pittsburgh 0 0 

St. Louis 0 0 

West Division 
Arizona 0 0 

Colorado 0 0 

Los Angeles 0 0 

San Diego 0 0 

San Francisco 0 0 

Thursday, March 21 

Seattle 5, Oakland 4,12 innings 
Thursday’s games 

Baltimore (Cashner 0-0) at N.Y. Yan¬ 
kees (Tanaka 0-0) 

Detroit (Zimmermann 0-0) at Toronto 
(Stroman 0-0) 

Houston (Verlander 0-0) at Tampa Bay 
(Snell 0-0) 

L.A. Angels (Cahill 0-0) at Oakland (Pi¬ 
ers 0-1) 

Cleveland (Kluber 0-0) at Minnesota 
(Berrios 0-0) 

Chicago White Sox (Rodon 0-0) at Kan¬ 
sas City (Keller 0-0) 

Boston (Sale 0-0) at Seattle (Gonzales 
1-0) 

N.Y. Mets (deGrom 0-0) at Washington 
(Scherzer 0-0) 

St. Louis (Mikolas 0-0) at Milwaukee 
(Chacin 0-0) 

Atlanta (Teheran 0-0) at Philadelphia 
(NolaO-0) 

Chicago Cubs (Lester 0-0) at Texas 
(Minor 0-0) 

Arizona (Greinke 0-0) at L.A. Dodgers 
(Ryu 0-0) 

Colorado (Freeland 0-0) at Miami 
(Urena 0-0) 

Pittsburgh (Taillon 0-0) at Cincinnati 
(Castillo 0-0) 

San Francisco (Bumgarner 0-0) at San 
Diego (Lauer 0-0) 

Friday’s games 

Detroit (TBD) at Toronto (TBD) 

Houston (Cole 0-0) at Tampa Bay 
(TBD) 

L.A. Angels (Harvey 0-0) at Oakland 
(TBD) 

Boston (Eovaldi 0-0) at Seattle (Kiku- 
chl 0-0) 

Colorado (Marquez 0-0) at Miami 
(Richards 0-0) 

St. Louis (Flaherty 0-0) at Milwaukee 
(Peralta 0-0) 

Arizona (Ray 0-0) at L.A. Dodgers 
(Stripling 0-0) 

San Francisco (TBD) at San Diego 
(Lucchesi 0-0) 

Saturday’s games 

Baltimore (Bundy 0-0) at N.Y. Yankees 
(Paxton 0-0) 

Cleveland (Bauer 0-0) at Minnesota 
(Odorizzi 0-0) 

Chicago White Sox (Lopez 0-0) at Kan¬ 
sas City (TBD) 

Detroit (TBD) at Toronto (TBD) 

Houston (McHugh 0-0) at Tampa Bay 
(TBD) 

L.A. Angels (Pena 0-0) at Oakland 
(TBD) 

Boston (Rodriguez 0-0) at Seattle 
(Leake 0-0) 

N.Y. Mets (Syndergaard 0-0) at Wash¬ 
ington (Strasburg 0-0) 

Pittsburgh (Williams 0-0) at Cincinnati 
(Gray 0-0) 

Atlanta (Wilson 0-0) at Philadelphia 
(Pivetta 0-0) 

Colorado (Anderson 0-0) at Miami (Lo¬ 
pez 0-0) 

St. Louis (Hudson 0-0) at Milwaukee 
(Woodruff 0-0) 

Chicago Cubs (TBD) at Texas (Volquez 
0-0) 

San Francisco (TBD) at San Diego 
(TBD) 

Arizona (God ley 0-0) at L.A. Dodgers 
(TBD) 


Calendar 

March 28 — Opening day for other 
teams, active rosters reduced to 25 play¬ 
ers. 

April 13-14 — St. Louis vs. Cincinnati at 
Monterrey, Mexico. 

May 4-5 — Houston vs. Los Angeles 
Angels at Monterrey, Mexico. 

June 3 — Amateur draft starts, Secau- 
cus, N.J. 

June 13 — Detroit vs. Kansas City at 
Omaha, Neb. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 


Brewers' solid bullpen banged up 



Chris Carlson/AP 


Milwaukee Brewers manager Craig Counsell will have to patch together a bullpen until Corey Knebel and 
Jeremy Jeffress return. Knebel had 16 saves and a 3.58 ERA for the Brewers last season. 


Knebel, Jeffress 
to open season 
on injured list 

By Jack Thompson 
Associated Press 

PHOENIX — The Milwaukee 
Brewers vaunted bullpen is enter¬ 
ing the season without a couple of 
its most imposing pieces. 

Corey Knebel is out indefi¬ 
nitely with a partial tear of the 
ulnar collateral ligament in his 
right elbow, the type of injury 
that sometimes ends in Tommy 
John surgery. He’s expected to 
join Jeremy Jeffress, down with a 
sore right shoulder, on the injured 
list to open the season. 

Knebel had 16 saves and a 3.58 
ERA with Milwaukee last season, 
plus a 1.29 ERA in six postsea¬ 
son appearances. He plans to see 
multiple doctors before deciding 
if he needs surgery. 

“It’s going to take a week for 
him to compile some opinions 
from other doctors and then sit 
down and make a decision on 
what he feels is the best way to get 
this thing right,” manager Craig 
Counsell said Friday. 

Knebel missed about six weeks 
early last season with a hamstring 
injury. He was an All-Star in 2017 
with 39 saves and a 1.78 ERA in 
78 innings. 

Jeffress, another important cog 
in the bullpen a year ago, hasn’t 
thrown a Cactus League inning 


this spring. He is expected back 
by late April. 

Counsell will have to mix, 
match and experiment with new 
pitchers to get through the begin¬ 
ning of the season. He faced a 
similar challenge early last sea¬ 
son, which is when he began rely¬ 
ing on long relievers for extended 
outings and relief openers at the 
start of games. Those strategies 
helped propel Milwaukee to the 
NL Championship Series, where 


it lost to the Dodgers in seven 
games. 

“Sometimes the best answers 
come from when you get put 
in those situations,” Counsell 
said. “You have to come up with 
a different way to look at the 
problem.” 

Josh Hader, the breakout star 
of the bullpen last season with 143 
strikeouts in 81 innings, said the 
Brewers are uniquely equipped 
to deal with the situation. 


“It’s going to take an army to 
get through the season,” Hader 
said. “You never know when 
we’re going to need it. I think we 
have the guys to do so.” 

Milwaukee added reinforce¬ 
ments Friday, agreeing with re¬ 
liever Alex Wilson on a one-year 
deal for $750,000 plus perfor¬ 
mance bonuses, pending a physi¬ 
cal. The 32-year-old Wilson has a 
3.23 ERA in six major league sea¬ 
sons, the past four with Detroit. 


Blueprint: Workload often takes toll on Japanese pitchers 



Chris Carlson/AP 


Tommy John surgery will keep the Los Angeles Angels’ Shohei 
Ohtani off the mound this season. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Darvish had Tommy John sur¬ 
gery in late 2014, three seasons 
after arriving in the m^ors, and 
missed the entire 2015 season. 
He threw more than 400 total 
innings in the regular season in 
his first two seasons combined. 
Matsuzaka suffered a rotator cuff 
strain in his second year of 2008, 
had multiple arm issues in 2009 
after pitching in the World Base¬ 
ball Classic, and eventually had 
elbow surgery. 

There are other examples too, 
whether it was Hideo Nome’s 
shoulder surgery in 2003, Takashi 
Saito’s elbow ligament sprain in 
2008 or Junichi Tazawa, who had 
Tommy John surgery in 2010, his 
second season in the mqjors. 

Darvish has talked previously 
of going to either a six-man rota¬ 
tion or having starters pitch once 
a week to try to save their arms. 
He’s a fan of the approach Seattle 
is taking. 

“Not only for who came from 
Japan but for the young players, 
too,” Darvish said. “That saves 
the elbow and shoulder stress. I 
think it’s a very good idea.” 

When Kikuchi’s agent, Scott 
Boras, was presenting his ideas 
for easing his client into the ma¬ 
jors, he found a like-mind in Seat¬ 


tle general manager Jerry Dipoto. 
Perhaps it’s Dipoto’s history as a 
former pitcher, but whatever the 
reason, the GM didn’t scoff at 
Boras’ demand. 

In fact, it was Seattle’s willing¬ 
ness to develop a plan — along 
with a lucrative contract and the 
club’s history with Japanese play¬ 
ers — that ultimately appealed to 
Kikuchi. The deal is worth $56 
million guaranteed over four 
years, but could be worth up to 


$109 million over seven seasons if 
options are exercised. The pitch¬ 
ing plan is similar to what the 
Mariners have done to acclimate 
some of their young arms in the 
minors. 

“Not only do I think it is a vi¬ 
able argument on behalf of the 
Japanese pitchers, the pitcher 
coming over from (Nippon Pro¬ 
fessional Baseball), it’s very vi¬ 
able with the domestic draft, U.S. 
players as they enter pro ball,” 


Dipoto said. “Part of why we were 
able to create a program that 
made sense for Yusei, and for us 
and made sense to Scott, is we’ve 
been doing this for years with our 
entry-level classes.” 

The target is roughly 170 in¬ 
nings for Kikuchi while keep¬ 
ing his regular start rate. That 
means there will be times — once 
a month approximately — when 
Kikuchi will go through his nor¬ 
mal pregame routine, throw the 
first inning and call it a night. 

Seattle was the perfect spot 
to attempt this experiment. Not 
only did Seattle provide Kikuchi 
a contract with flexibility for both 
sides, but the Mariners have no il¬ 
lusions that they’ll be contenders 
in 2019. 

Time and patience are built in, 
with the team knowing a payoff 
could be coming in a couple of 
years when Kikuchi is fully accli¬ 
mated to the rigors of the mqjors 
and the Mariners are possibly bet¬ 
ter positioned to be contenders. 

“We can’t protect against Moth¬ 
er Nature, but we can do the best 
we can to put him in a position to 
succeed, and I think we have,” 
Dipoto said. 

AP Baseball Writer Janie McCauley and 
freelance writer Carrie Muskat contrib¬ 
uted to this report. 
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NCAA TOURNAMENT 


Tennessee looks for another 
signature win over Purdue 


OnAFN 



By Steve Megargee 
Associated Press 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Ten¬ 
nessee coach Rick Barnes heads 
to his first Sweet 16 in more than 
a decade looking for another 
win against an opponent the Vol¬ 
unteers beat last season to sig¬ 
nify their emergence as national 
contenders. 

The Vols knocked off then-18th 
ranked Purdue 78-75 in overtime 
at the Battle 4 Atlantis in Novem¬ 
ber 2017 to earn their first vic¬ 
tory over a ranked nonconference 
opponent in three years. That 
triumph provided a spark for a 
2017-18 season in which Tennes¬ 
see won a share of the Southeast¬ 
ern Conference title after three 
straight years of finishing .500 or 
below. 

Tennessee (31-5) and Purdue 
(25-9) meet again Thursday in a 
South Regional semifinal. 

“That tournament in general is 
the tournament where I thought 
our guys realized that we can do 
this and play with these teams. ... 
Yeah, I do think it was a big boon 
for our program,” Barnes said 
Monday. 

Barnes used to coach this deep 
into the NCAA Tournament just 
about every year. He reached the 
Sweet 16 five times in a seven-year 
stretch at Texas from 2002-08, in¬ 
cluding a Final Four appearance 
in 2003 and regional final berths 
in 2006 and 2008. He also reached 
the Sweet 16 with Clemson in 
1997. 

But this marks his first time 
back in a regional semifinal since 
2008. Barnes got there because 
his team regrouped in overtime to 
beat Iowa 83-77 on Sunday after 
blowing a 25-point lead. 

“The fact is, you don’t take any 
of this for granted,” Barnes said. 
“You don’t. Because, one, it’s hard 
to get there. It’s hard to advance. 
So when you do get there, you 
hope to take advantage of it.” 

This Sweet 16 appearance 
continues a career revitalization 
for Barnes, who was named the 
Henry Iba national coach of the 
year by the U.S. Basketball Writ¬ 
ers Association on Monday. 

Barnes was fired by Texas in 
2015 before trying to stabilize a 
Tennessee program that was in 
upheaval. Cuonzo Martin left for 
California after taking Tennessee 
to the Sweet 16 in 2014 and was 
succeeded by Donnie Tyndall, 
who lasted just a year before get¬ 
ting fired as the NCAA investigat¬ 
ed his old school. 

Tennessee posted a combined 
31-35 record in Barnes’ first two 
seasons but has gone 57-14 the 
past two years with a roster that 
doesn’t include any former top- 
100 recruits. 

“To be totally honest with you, 
I don’t think I had a vision or any¬ 
thing,” Barnes said. “I don’t. I just 
thought we said, ‘Hey, we’re just 
going to go to work and see what 
we can do.’ I always felt like that. 
You have to live one day at a time. 



West Regional 
Gonzaga (32-3) 
vs. Florida State (29-7) 

AFN-Sports 
Midnight Thursday GET 
8 a.m. Friday JKT 



South Regional 
Tennessee (31-5) 
vs. Purdue (25-9) 

AFN-Sports2 
12:15 a.m. Friday GET 
8:15 a.m. Friday JKT 


East Regional 
Michigan State (30-6) 
vs. LSU (28-6) 

AFN-Sports 
Midnight Friday GET 
8 a.m. Saturday JKT 



Midwest Regional 
North Carolina (29-6) 
vs. Auburn (28-9) 

AFN-Sports2 
12:15 a.m. Saturday GET 
8:15 a.m. Saturday JKT 


and you have to get your players 
to buy into a work ethic.” 

“There’s no magic dust you can 
sprinkle onto anything, it’s just 
getting the kind of guys you really 
want to coach and getting [them] 
into believing in each other and 
getting them to believe into what 
we’re trying to do and buy into 
it.” 

Many of the players on this 
year’s Tennessee team also 
were around for the struggles of 
Barnes’ first two years. 

The top six players in Tennes¬ 
see’s rotation — Southeastern 
Conference player of the year 
Grant Williams, Kyle Alexander, 
Jordan Bone, Admiral Schofield, 
Lamonte’ Turner and Jordan 
Bowden — have a combined 475 

Scoreboard 


career starts. 

Everyone who played more 
than 15 minutes for Tennessee in 
last season’s game with Purdue is 
back this year. Purdue’s only re¬ 
turning starter from last year’s 
game is Carsen Edwards, who 
scored 21 points that day. 

Edwards has averaged 34 points 
in two NCAA Tournament games 
to lead all players in the original 
68-team field. Barnes said Turner 
would get the first shot at defend¬ 
ing Edwards on Thursday. 

“You’re going to have to work as 
hard as you can each possession 
and you’re going to have to de¬ 
fend because you have a guy that 
can go for 40 or 50 points on you 
and put a lot of pressure on you,” 
Barnes said. 


FIRST FOUR 

Fairleigh Dickinson 82, Prairie View 
A&M 76 

Belmont 81, Temple 70 
North Dakota State 78, N.C. Central 74 
Arizona State 74, St. John’s 65 
EAST REGIONAL 
First Round 
LSU 79, Yale 74 
Maryland 79, Belmont 77 
Minnesota 86, Louisville 76 
Michigan State 76, Bradley 65 
Duke 85, North Dakota State 62 
UCF 73, VCU 58 

Liberty 80, Mississippi State 76 
Virginia Tech 66, Saint Louis 52 
Second Round 
LSU 69, Maryland 67 
Michigan State 70, Minnesota 50 
Duke 77, UCF 76 
Virginia Tech 67, Liberty 58 
Regional Semifinals 
At Washington 
Friday, March 29 

Duke (31-5) vs. Virginia Tech (26-8) 
Michigan State (30-6) vs. LSU (28-6) 

Regionai Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Semifinal winners 

SOUTH REGIONAL 
First Round 

Villanova 61, Saint Mary's 57 
Purdue 61, Old Dominion 48 
Oklahoma 95, Mississippi 72 
Virginia 71, Gardner-Webb 56 
Iowa 79, Cincinnati 72 
Tennessee 77, Colgate 70 
UC Irvine 70, Kansas State 64 
Oregon 72, Wisconsin 54 
Second Round 
Purdue 87, Villanova 61 
Virginia 63, Oklahoma 51 
Tennessee 83, Iowa 77 
Oregon 73, UC Irvine 54 

Regional Semifinals 
At Louisville, Ky. 

Thursday, March 28 
Virginia (31-3) vs. Oregon (25-12) 
Tennessee (31-5) vs. Purdue (25-9) 
Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 30 
Semifinal winners 


MIDWEST REGIONAL 
First Round 

Kentucky 79, Abilene Christian 44 
Wofford 84, Seton Hall 68 
Auburn 78, New Mexico State 77 
Kansas 87, Northeastern 53 
Washington 78, Utah State 61 
North Carolina 88, Iona 73 
Houston 84, Georgia State 55 
Ohio State 62, Iowa State 59 
Second Round 
Kentucky 62, Wofford 56 
Auburn 89, Kansas 75 
North Carolina 81, Washington 59 
Houston 74, Ohio State 59 
Regional Semifinals 
At Kansas City, Mo. 

Friday, March 29 

North Carolina (29-6) vs. Auburn (28-9) 
Kentucky (29-6) vs. Houston (33-3) 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Semifinal winners 

WEST REGIONAL 
First Round 

Florida State 76, Vermont 69 
Murray State 83, Marquette 64 
Florida 70, Nevada 61 
Michigan 74, Montana 55 
Gonzaga 87, Fairleigh Dickinson 49 
Baylor 78, Syracuse 69 
Texas Tech 72, Northern Kentucky 57 
Buffalo 91, Arizona State 74 
Second Round 

Florida State 90, Murray State 62 
Michigan 64, Florida 49 
Gonzaga 83, Baylor 71 
Texas Tech 78, Buffalo 58 

Regional Semifinals 
At Anaheim, Calif. 

Thursday, March 28 
Gonzaga (32-3) vs. Florida State (29-7) 
Michigan (30-6) vs. Texas Tech (28-6) 
Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 30 
Semifinal winners 

FINAL FOUR 
At Minneapolis 
National Semifinals 
Saturday, April 6 
East vs. West 
South vs. Midwest 

National Championship 
Monday, April 8 
Semifinal winners 



West Regional 
Michigan (30-6) 
vs. Texas Tech (28-6) 

AFN-Sports 
2:30 a.m. Friday GET 
10:30 a.m. Friday JKT 


East Regional 
Duke (31-5) vs. 
Virginia Tech (26-8) 

AFN-Sports 

2:30 a.m. Saturday GET 
10:30 a.m. Saturday JKT 



South Regional 
Virginia (31-3) 
vs. Oregon (25-12) 

AFN-Sports2 
2:45 a.m. Friday GET 
10:45 a.m. Friday JKT 


Midwest Regional 
Kentucky(29-6) 
vs. Houston (33-3) 

AFN-Sports2 
2:45 a.m. Saturday GET 
10:45 a.m. Saturday JKT 



John Minchillo/AP 


Tennessee’s Jordan Bowden, right, and Lamonte Turner celebrate 
after winning a second-round game to advance to the Sweet 16 
of the NCAA Tournament. Both were around when the Volunteers 
struggled in coach Rick Barnes’ first two seasons. 
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Pass interference added to replay system 


Owners heed the call to make 
controversial plays reviewable 



Gerald Herbert/AP 


The Rams’ Nickell Robey-Coleman breaks up a pass intended for New Orleans Saints’ Tommylee Lewis 
during the NFC championship game on Jan. 20 in New Orleans. The play, which likely cost the Saints a 
chance to advance to the Super Bowl, helped spur owners to approve pass interference challenges for 
coaches and officials beginning next season. 

On football 

Goodell, with Payton’s help, gets this one right 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Roger Goodell 
got it right. 

NFL fans rarely feel that way. 
Right now, they should. 

Many times, perhaps most of 
the time, the NFL commissioner 
is doing the bidding of the own¬ 
ers. That’s led to plenty of criti¬ 
cism of Goodell when it’s the guys 
who run the 32 franchises who 
deserve more bad reviews than 
he does. 

When it comes to league probes, 
the NFL so often has fallen short 
— Ray Rice, Kareem Hunt, Saints 
bounties — that Goodell takes the 
arrows rather than the investiga¬ 
tors who should be blamed. 

And yes, there are instances, 
particularly when it comes to 
handing out discipline, in which 
Goodell is the correct target. 

So when the guy uses his power 
for the good of the game, for the 
players, the coaches and, indeed, 
the fans, then praise is due. 

Two months after one of the 
most embarrassing moments of 
his regime — or that of any other 
commissioner — Goodell pretty 
much made sure a deeply nec¬ 
essary change to the rules was 
passed. 

Don’t underestimate the sig¬ 
nificance of the addition of pass 
interference, whether flagged or 
not, to the video review officiating 


system. Such calls and non-calls 
now can be challenged by coach¬ 
es and reviewed by officials. It 
was passed for one season, by the 
astounding margin of 31-1. It al¬ 
most certainly is here to stay, and 
Goodell is a mgjor reason. 

“I told the owners we need to 
get to a place, and I felt strongly 
we should have OPI and DPI and 
that we should be able to throw 
flags (that were not thrown on 
the field),” Goodell said Tues¬ 
day. “Everyone in there finally 
got to understand through a long 
process and a lot of discussion, 
everyone wanted to get it right. 
Some had to remove themselves 
from long-shared views.” 

A short-shared view among 
fans, especially those in the Big 
Easy, has been that an egregious 
missed call in the NFC champion¬ 
ship game cost the New Orleans 
Saints a trip to the Super Bowl. 
Their case was strengthened by 
this decision. 

Yet, in a way, this is a more im¬ 
portant victory for the Who Dats 
and for all pro football fans. The 
sport has become so fast, so com¬ 
plex and so wide open that the of¬ 
ficials struggle to keep up. 

Even worse, technology is so 
advanced that the errors made 
in real time become exacerbated 
when examined in the close-up, 
super-slow motion shots available 
to viewers. 


The NFL needed a leap for¬ 
ward like this. Indeed, it’s more 
like a long Drew Brees to Mi¬ 
chael Thomas touchdown pass 
than an Alvin Kamara run for a 
first down. Both plays move the 
ball, but the TD throw can be an 
instant game changer. 

Credit Goodell for laying down 
the law to get the video review 
rules enhanced. Also credit Saints 
coach Sean Payton, who helped 
lead the charge to progress not 
only because he was the victim¬ 
ized guy with the head set on the 
sideline for the blown call, but for 
catalyzing the movement. 

“There were just a lot of great 
healthy discussions about our 
game,” said Payton, along with 
Pittsburgh’s Mike Tomlin the 
only coaches on the power¬ 
ful competition committee that 
recommends rule adjustments. 
“When you are on this committee 
there is a little bit of a responsibil¬ 
ity just to the game and football 
fans in general. 

“Anytime, I think, if we have 
gone through a process like this 
and with an open heart tried to 
look at doing what is right, and 
after much discussion came to 
a conclusion where ownership, 
league office, coaches, general 
managers felt real good about, 
certainly fans won, knowing that, 
man, those guys are working hard 
at the right decision.” 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Roger Goodell 
laid down the law, and the own¬ 
ers readily changed NFL rules 
on reviewing pass interference, 
whether flagged or not. 

As the league concluded its 
spring meeting one day early, the 
owners passed by a shockingly 
overwhelming 31-1 margin that 
interference can be challenged 
by coaches and reviewed by offi¬ 
cials next season. 

Owners voted on a one-year 
trial to include those often-contro- 
versial penalties in the officiating 
replay review system. Coaches 
still will have two challenges per 
game, and in the final two minutes 
of a half or fourth quarter or for 
all of overtime, the replay official 
can order a review of offensive or 
defensive pass interference. 

The m^or change — owners 
traditionally have been highly re¬ 
luctant to include any penalties in 
the replay process — stems from 
an egregious missed call in the 
NFC championship game that 
likely led to the Rams making the 
Super Bowl and the Saints falling 
short. 

“I told the owners we need to 
get to a place, and I felt strongly 
we should have OPI and DPI and 
that we should be able to throw 
flags (that were not thrown on the 
field,” Goodell said. “Everyone 
in there finally got to understand 
through a long process and a lot 
of discussion, everyone wanted to 
get it right. Some had to remove 
themselves from long-shared 
views.” 

The competition committee, 
which recommends rules changes 
to the ownership, had been split 
4-4 on adding interference pen¬ 
alties, particularly non-flagged 
ones, to replay. But they tweaked 
the proposal, and it remains part 
of the overall replay system, 
which was a critical component. 

Falcons President Rich McKay, 
chairman of the competition com¬ 
mittee, said the analytics also 
played a role in the rules change. 
Of the 50 most incorrect on-field 
calls as determined by officiat¬ 
ing director A1 Riveron and his 
staff that were impactful, half 
of them were for defensive pass 
interference. 

“We felt this was a place to 
start,” McKay added. “There was 
a lot of discussion and definitely a 
block of people on the committee 
and in membership concerned 
about the ability to put a flag on. 
We got more comfortable as we 
worked it out that it would be cap¬ 
tured in the replay system.” 

It might have been a pyrrhic 
victory for Saints coach Sean Pay- 
ton, a member of the competition 
committee, but he was a driving 
force in persuading many people 
such an alteration was needed. 

“ It’s great when we can arrive at 
what we think is a good change,” 


Payton said. “We wouldn’t have 
any of these on the docket had it 
not been for one play. I don’t think 
any of these would be on a replay 
discussion. 

“So my point is, I think we 
need to do a better job thinking 
forward and preparing, regard¬ 
less of what’s currently out there. 
Where do we want to be in 2028? 
It’s a good way to work and come 
backward. I think we do that in a 
lot of other things. But I feel like 
at times we come in here each 
year and we’re in a little bit in a 
reactionary mode.” 

Not this time. 

Earlier in the day, the NFL 
owners voted down a proposal to 
replace the onside kick with one 
play from scrimmage, and tabled 
a suggestion to require each 
team to have one possession in 
overtime regardless of what hap¬ 
pened on the first series of the 
extra period. 

Owners vetoed the idea of a one- 
year trial of a fourth-and-15 play 
from the offense’s 35-yard line 
to replace the onside kick, con¬ 
sidered one of the game’s more 
dangerous plays. The powerful 
competition committee recom¬ 
mended the play by a vote of 7-1, 
but the owners were not swayed. 

The overtime change is cham¬ 
pioned by several clubs after the 
AFC championship game in Janu¬ 
ary — and the 2017 Super Bowl — 
ended with a Patriots touchdown 
without the opponent getting the 
ball. New England won the coin 
toss both times. 

Currently, the format is a 
touchdown on the opening pos¬ 
session of OT ends the game, but 
a field goal allows the other team 
a series with the ball. If that team 
also kicks a field goal, the game 
continues. 

Owners will next take up the 
overtime topic at their May 
meeting. 

Approved on Tuesday: 

■ Making permanent all kick¬ 
off rules implemented only for the 
2018 season. Studies showed this 
player safety initiative worked. 

■ Eliminating the blindside 
block in an effort to expand pro¬ 
tection of a defenseless player. It 
is now a 15-yard penalty if a play¬ 
er initiates a block in which he is 
moving. 

“As a former player and father 
of two that play ball, and having 
the opportunity to coach (youth 
football),” football operations 
chief Troy Vincent said, “this 
particular play, the blindside 
block, it ends careers, puts people 
on the shelf 

“That particular technique, 
I was taught that. To have that 
removed out of our game is 
significant.” 

■ Allowing teams to elect to 
enforce on an extra point kick 
or play an opponent’s personal 
or unsportsmanlike conduct foul 
committed during a touchdown. 
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Marquee matchup 

Bledsoe’s 23 points help Bucks 
put away Rockets » nba, Page 25 



Darron CuMr 


Charlie Riedel/AP 


Seattle Mariners 
pitcher Yiisei Kikuchi 
warms up before a 
spring training game 
against the Cincinnati 
Reds on Feb. 25. 
Kikichui's innings wiil 
be reguiated during 
the season while 
making sure he starts 
on a regular five-day 
rotation. 


A new pitching 


Mariners taking time with Kikuchi 


By Tim Booth 

Associated Press 

PEORIA, Ariz. 

A side from the attention he gets be¬ 
cause of his talent as a pitcher, Yusei 
Kikuchi is well aware his first season 
in the m^ors will be subject to addi¬ 
tional scrutiny. 

Kikuchi’s rookie season is something of an 
experiment, an attempt by the Seattle Mariners 
to see whether pitchers coming to the major 
leagues from Asia should be handled differently 
in their first season. The team will regulate Ki¬ 
kuchi’s innings while making sure he starts on 
a regular five-day rotation, even if that means 
some outings are kept very short. 

If it works, the strategy could become a blue¬ 
print for the future. 

“As a player you want to go out there every 
start and perform and pitch one more inning, 
one more out,” Kikuchi said through an inter¬ 
preter. “But the front office guys, the GM the 
(manager) are taking an importance in me and 
making an adjustment to the states. I’m really 
happy about that and thankful for that.” 

By using a deliberate approach, the team 
and Kikuchi’s representatives believe they can 
help ease his transition from pitchin^in Japan, 
where starters typically throw once a week, and 
in the process hopefully cut down on the arm 
problems like those that have felled Asian pitch¬ 
ers in the past. 

Shohei Ohtani, Yu Darvish and Daisuke 
Matsuzaka are among those who suffered sig¬ 
nificant arm injuries relatively early in their 
m^or league careers after arriving from Japan. 
Ohtani had Tommy John surgery last year that 
will keep the Angels’ two-way star off the mound 
for the upcoming season. 


Aside from all the attention coming his way 
simply for his talent as a pitcher, Yiisei Kikuchi 
is well aware his first season in the majors will 
be watched with additional intrigue. 

“I have no frustrations at all but I am eager to 
keep moving toward the next step,” Ohtani said ' 
recently. “I’m eager, but once the games get 
going after opening day, it will probably hit me 
harder and I’ll want to get back more.” 

SEE BLUEPRINT ON PAGE 29 
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■ Brewers beginning season with beat-up bullpen, Page 29 

■ Denver native Freeland feels at home with Rockies, Page 28 

■ Nationals’ Robles gets his chance to turn heads. Page 28 
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